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SUBJECT: _JEWISH DEFENSE LE UE (JDL)
' " IS-NATIONALI 0_;ggc 'NDENCY ~ JDL

ReBurea@ airé%l L§;3/7O

The recent change in character of this 1nvestigat10n
also necessitated a D1v1s10na1 change in the NYO with respect
to investigative responsibility of captioned matter.

\ .

§\ A review of the file shows graphically that in its

\3 short history the JDL has displayed an extremely militant profil
¥ which obvicusly is the major area of investigative concern. -

N Increasing tensions inthe Middle East and the forth-
coming UN General Assembly presents8 a volatile situation.

N In view of the above, and in an effort to comply
the directives in referznced airtel, th= following information
ic seing <:C out, which is both an assessment of present )
coverage and antlcipated future invesuigatlve effort listed

under ar psuﬂrﬂaee subheadings. '
Cean qﬁm/&Jv

S T s q
1. Separate Investigatjyons of Militanﬁ““c - nﬁs,
Ieaders of the JDL Date of Revisw j;c/ -5 . o

———

e

a \! - TY-a9 838
(a) _MEIR D, KANANE Natlo*e? Pnalrman, Feunding
Officer and chie€l spokesman of JDL.” lUfile 157-5767.
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NY 157-3463

(a)

Purpose of Investigations pooye T

_ To fully develop background znd determine in fact 1if
individual activity as it relates to the JDL warrants inclusion

- on the iSeccurity Index. Additionally determine if through back-

ground investigation sources can be deve.oped to furnish continuing
informatlon regarding the activity of these individuals and/or
captioned organization.

The basis Tfor investigation of the above individuals
stems from the fact that alliafe’ offi cens ©f, the organization
and .all.af@wauthorized to *sf

ThecKks fof the oxvan¢z on:
Tt appears reasonable to suppose that as pr1nc1pa1s they exert
major influence in the formation of the policies of the organizatior

Investigation contemplated regarding these individuals
~includes contacts with established sources and informants,
appropriate record checks, discreet neighborhood and ‘monitoring
bank accounts where appropriate. .

2. Development of Sources Within the JDL

Source coverage that can furnish advanced information
. concerning acts of violence planned by this organization 1s the
- ultimate objective of our investigation. .
Be ~rause of the spontaneous nature of some violent
. actions in t..e past on the part of the JDL, the NYO feels
- that sophisticated coverage at the headquarters of the organization
5 absolutely essential. Survey for such coverage has been
- conducted and the practicality of s portion of this coverage
has beer verified. Survey is contlnuing regarding the ouuer
porticn of the coverage requested.

)
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wnic provec reliagble, nas contacted the NYO in the recent
past aznd furnisned information regarding the JDL which Rnas
proved reliacle.

3. Broad Based Coverage

Zy the very nature of the orzanization, ceritain wice-
range screrasze Lo zllfcrded Tthrcuznh other avenues of the YO
informant program.

Tne JDL nas in the vast through its actions alienated
itself from most legitimate Jewisn organizations and as a rasult
these orzanizations are actively enzaged in determining future
activities of the JDL. X N
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NY 157-3463

attitude cemonscracec by ta
of limited activity througn ,
respect to activities of the JDL.

4, Miscellazneous

In a2dditon to the above, it is noted that arrangements
have been made to receive the bi-weekly newsletter publisned
by the JDL.
5. Coverage c¢f the JDL During the
25th General Assembly Session of the UN

{2) Upon completion of the survey, reguest for permissior

a3 i

of the installation of sophisticated coverage, if feasible, will
pe made of the 3ureau.

(p) 1Institute appropriate spot fisur coverage at the
headguarters of the JDL so that the activities of the organization
can be anticipated. . .

{c)

d) Maintain close 1i
and other State and Government a
in the intelligence aspect of th
in the NY ares.

—

ison with Secret Service, NYCPD,
ancies who have an interest
N CGenersal Assembly visitors

A
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NY 157-3463 .

-~ (e) Mzintain close contact with 21l of the sources
mentioned above 50 that any information of value regarding the
activities of the JDL can be immediately furnished to interested
acencies and the Bureau.
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Classified 3y m&d&«d
To: SAC, New York (157-3463) i‘#e assj o SR 36, 39/, 75
From: Director, FBI (62-112767) :

JEWISH DEFENSE LEAGUE (JDL)
IS - NATIONALISTIC TENDENCY - JDL - .
BUDED 9/29/70 - '

)it

e

Reurairtef 9/10/70. T ‘“fv"*q%?—“
Review of referenced correspondence hlghll”h%gcﬁﬁzt B
that your office has been unsuccessful to date in developing
penetrative live informants capable of furnishing your office
with advance information regarding the activities of the JDL
thereby providing for security and safety of the targets of JDL
demonstrations, which in the past have included diplomats and
diplomatic representatives of foreign countries visiting the
. United States. This situation must be rectified immediately
" through aggressive and continuing investigation designed to
highlight identity of current members of JDL who may be
susceptible to approach and development by your office as _ =
security informants (9(‘) W

STSTANPRY SV e, @y .
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Airtel to New York
RE: JEWISH DEFENSE LEAGUE (JDL) .. N
62-112767 gAla) o8 AL

bl

(

Investigations by your office of the officers of JDL
noted in referenced communication should be expedited and
initial reports submitted to the Bureau immediately under their
separate captions with the character of such investigations
being carried as instant communication rather than as a Racial
Matter as is indicated by your office file numbers as listed in
the referenced airtel,

N
Suairtel to reach Bureau by 9/29/70 containing

. identity of individuals identifj b ou as members of JDL
C through interviews with jmentioned above.
Yﬂ C:Specifically identify individuals you Ieel may be susceptible

bﬂf> to approach and development as sources within JDL and include
your field office file numbers regarding each separate individual.
In commenting on these individuals, insure that you include
adequate background data to enable Bureau to complete review
J} of its files on each person mentioned. Investigative reporis
( and/or correspondence should be submitted immediately on the
?ﬁ candidates selected by yvou for targeting against the JDL and .
these cases should be given continuing investigative attention
until such time as the individual potential of the subjects for i
action as an informant is resolved, recommendation for inclusion *
on Security Index is made, or case is closed based on other f*&
investigative results obtained. In each instance, Bureau feel¥® %ﬁﬁ
you should consider early interview of the subjects selected S
to resolve their informant potential or to ascertain if their ?F‘
activity warrants inclusion on the Security Index.:j ’

NOTE:

.

The JDL is the most militant pro-Jewish organization
currently existing in the United States and we have been following
New York closely to insure that adequate investigation is being °
afforded this matter. JDL is expected to sponsor demonstratio;s

NOTE CONTINUED PAGE THREE

G 63:-T“‘"
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" Airtel to New York
RE: JEWISH DEFENSE LEAGUE (JDL)

62-112767 | . EI

NOTE CONWTINUED: Voo y

and acts of violence during forthcoming UN General Assqugx
and we should have adequate source coveragg-¥Lifin\thé"grou
to provide for prewarning of such incident¥y | “iRaferenced

New York communication outlined current cévesiigé A

it appeared to consider main 1nvestiga§§ge eads-necessary, L
it did not deal in depth with Néw York's lack of live coverage
within the organization.)] This area of weakness should be ~

corrected and instant dnstructions are so cdasigned.

-
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\_4 . S517PHM IMMEDIAT 10-13-19 JLw' M poom

/@Io Dmym/ o Jise Gandy—

: ATT. DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIVISION
: WASHINGTON FIELD -
_ FROM NEW YORK 157- -5767 2P
[ DT e
' MEIR D. KAHANE. IS - NATIONALISTIC TENDENCY - JDL
i ON TEN THIRTEEN SEVENTY, A CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE WHO (k
. HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION IN THEJ PAST ADVISED', /]({(:
Zﬂp THAT SUBJECT, NATIONAL CHAIRMAN, AND ' A

\> ‘? OF THE JEWISH DEFENSE LEAGUE (¢JDL), SELFFDESCRIBED AS , '
: MILITANT ACTIVIST GROUP DEDICATED TO0 THE STRMGG FOR ‘
DEMOCRACY. FREEDOM AND JEWISH REIGHTS, WILL LEAVE NEW YORK

ON TEN THIRTEEN SEVENTY. VIA NATIONAL A INES, TO_ARRIVE .
: Ee-30 ,Aﬁtiﬂi‘iiiiiiifaS'-/ -é).
To SPEAK AT AMERICAN UNIVERSITY THIS EQW?NG ANp WITL14 1970 - ’

END PAGE ONE " ""?g/;” ST g}ﬁ%"

\-

| “) A«LII)LFORHATION CONTATNED. j/@l

i LASSI

SR NATE .25%%&42uaé&z3;
S 54, 43¢

31007211970 e

.;_j WASHINGTONZ_BQJ,SIX FORTY PM._ BELIEVE KAHANE

/Q9¢r2.410'77'§a5——

o .
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PAGE TWO e B .;x.i f“.>7fu'"'miill“ﬂ'?f -"f';_,_-.ff A
RETURN TO NEW YORK TEN FOURTEEN SEVENTY.

ADMINISTRATIVE

& ABOVE SOURCE 1S NEW YORK - | e
! INFORMATION CLASSIFIED “CONMFHRENMAL™. - o
| BUREAU KAS INSTRUCTED THAT OFFICES SHOULD ATTEMPT :
. THROUGH ESTABLISHED SOURCES OR THROUGH APPROPRIATE COVERAGE
_ OF MEETINGS TO OBTAIN DETAILS OF SUBJECTS COMMENTS,
|| REPORTING DETAILS OF SUBJECTS COMMENTS IN FORM SUITABLE
" FOR DISSEMINATION UNDER ABOVE CAPTION,
o WFO COGNIZANT.
i WFO HANDLE: -
END -
RSP FBI WASH DC

L . - . o ., . e, A

2
> .
. ’ Sa,
, .
o ¢ N \.’“:
- [N
b4 e
' - N




P0: T  STRECTOR. FBI (62.112767) - : 2
' (Ammmé DOMESTIC IHTELLIGENCB mvis:on)

| FROM: - 84, NEW YORK (157 311-63)

_SUBJE[:T': JEWISH DIFENSE LEAGUE (JDL)
77 IS - RATIONALISTIC TENDENCL:

/ A

7 A AT Remairtel,“ 10/6/'70.'

s SR Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies of an LHM Ny
' dated and captioned as above, Two copies each are- enclosed --—-e-
o for lewark and Boston. Coen oEd

Sourceo :

The LHI’ is being furnished Nex»rark and 'Boston for -
their information and so that they can follow the activities o
of MEIR AHAITEA_ i

Bureau (Encls. 5% (RM)
- Boston (Encls. 2) (RM) #}
‘Tewark (Encls.: 2) (RGI:
New_ York (157-5767) r N

] : Hew York |
N\Y
%Q

NOT RECORDED .
180 0CT 15 1970
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ' ™
Ao ¥ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION :
In Reply, Please Refer o New York, New York
File No. october 7’ 1m

Bureau file 62-112767
Hew York file 157-3463

Jewish Defense League (JDL)
Ihternal Security - Nationalistic
- Tendency

who has furnished relisble {nformation
1970, that Rabbl Meir

W

V" in the past, advised on October 5 ‘
D, Kahane, Chedrman of tﬁe 1s schefuled to |
\O/‘U debate one on Gctober l-, i 0, a‘!; a synagogue ~

loecated at 713 Bellvi on, New Jersey.

On October 5, 1970, he was naguested to speak at
the Brotherhood of Temple mai in Tenafly, New Jersey.
His fee is $300.00.

Avemie, Tren

g @ 10 thot Kahane is sgheduled to speak in
\040 Providence, Rhode Island, on Hovember k&, 1979, at 8500 P.H.

Je¢lagsification,
This document contzins neither recommeniations nor conelr
of the Federzl Bureau of Investigetion (FBI). It iz the

property of the FBI and iz to your agencys it and
contents are not to be distributed ocutside your ageneys.

» @o/b“"d'

ENCLOSURE
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W e ~ BACs, Boston . - MII’;‘,"?RM?O!; gomxm
Newark nuz.la% 95
New York
From: Director, FBI (105-207795)

O
MEIR D. KAHANE
IS - NATIONALISTIC TENDENCY - J'DL

! : . : B - ; : ;
-f s : ‘.‘: - : - s ’. ; o
Y o R o4

ReNYairtel and LHM 10/7/70 captioned "Jewish Defense
League (JDL), IS - Nationalistic Tendency. " Referenced communications

set forth information regarding speaking engagements to be filled by d/

captioned subject at Trenton, New Jersey, Tenaﬂy New Jersey, and
Providence, Rhode Island. .

Recipient offices should attempt through established sour_ces ‘

or through appropriate coverage of meetings noted to obtain details of -

subject's comments, reporting details of such comments in form suitable -

for dissemination under the above caption rather than under the JDL
captiom ;

An extra copy of instant communication is being furnished

. MAILED 1ew Work for its file on Kahane (NY ftle 157-5767)
0CT 121370 In the future ’ information of the nature reported should be

comv-rBubnditted under the individual subject’s caption with positive leads for

the control file for the JDL to recognized group activities of JDL and should
not include in the control file extraneous leads which are better covered
under the individual captions of the JDL officials concerned,

Tolson
Sulliven — .

Mohr . o
T BT e1-NewYok /ﬂfcsz/og —207795 =3
. g“pc; [ . _—_ﬂ
Conra 1-62- 112767 (JDL)
nei ——— ERH:bjpbje m_‘nz CT 14 70
el — (10) - —

Soyars m
Tele. Ro 0 CT 2
+ Holmes

Gandy - epy——— MAIL RODM,

coverage and reporting in that file. New York should attempt to restrict = .~



J‘-pmncron, FBI (62-112767)
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" rxox K} sAc, m yonx (157-3463)

SUBJECTS r':msa DEFENSE LEAG 'f Sy
o IS - NATIONALISTIC mx(zmc%

C , . ;ReNYairtel, 10/6/70

‘Enclosed for the Bureau are ﬁve copiel or a&n mu
dated ana captioned as above. _'rwo co;ﬁea are enclosed for ?H.

— ¥ -
The LiM 1s classified "Confidential” because 1t
— contains information from 8 highly sensitive source..

S 'me LHM is being fui'fxi_éhed PH for 1t 1nfomation anﬁ .
( - 80 that Pﬂ can tollow the a.ctivities of MEIR HAKE.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU{OF INVESTIGATION
Tote by, Please Referto. Wew York, Wew York ;. -
; OCtObcr » 1970 o , .
. CONFIDENYAL . .
“;:. ‘;:' Jewuh Dcfenn nugue (m) b
. Ao B . / L S RN A _ ‘\-«.,‘_.—"";' IR
,a\‘O uho han mminhed ronablo information in
A4 the pnst, on October 7, that Rabbi Meir D. Kahane,
National Chairman, JDL, and one ere going to Philtdelphh
re were thousands of dollers

- AL on the night of October 7 and °

\) i.nvolv&d.

) RS b
/ °
THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS NEITHER
o RECOMMENDATIONS NOR CONCLUSIONS
o OF THE FBl. IT IS THE PROPERTY
o YF THE FBI AND 1S LOANED TO YOUR
- AGENCY; IT AND S CONTENTS ARE

daclassification

E'

NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE
YOUR AGENCY. :




'raou. . sac. WFO (100-49605) (r)

JEWISH DEFENSE LEAGUE (Jm.)'
IS - NATIONALISIIC TENDENCY - JDL

.......

P

. . Re New York tel to Bureau, 10/ 13/70. cnptioned
"ma n. K&Bﬂx ) 18 - Rationallstic Tendency = oL,

. Enclosed for the Burean are six copies, ;nd for' .
Baltimore and New York one and three eopie%&ectlvely.‘ R
of sn LHY dated as above captioned_"MEIR D, KAHANE"” and .

? 3‘55533?33%4&‘& 55 @0
> T (fw- ‘1’57- 7675 »
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CNITED STATES DEPARTMENT O JUSTICE

FEDEGAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
ﬁx&xﬁfmmwﬂﬁﬂw Washington, D,C, 20535 CONFRDENTIAL
" October 14, 1970

*

/ay@'zz 9403 £00
MET 1 K 5?50, g/

5

o 9y7Lk31/ﬂ£z%g§%%mzfﬁv
On October 14, 1970, a confidential ‘source of known
reliability, advised that Rabbi Meir D, Kahane, representing

the Jewish Defense League (JDL), spoke at the Kay Spiritual

Life Center, American University (AU), Washington, D,C. from
approximately 8:15 P.M, to 10:00 P.M. on October 13, 1970,

There were about 35 individuals of college student age in
attendance,

The JDL is self-described as a militant
activist group dedicated to the struggle
for democracy, freedom and Jewish rights,:

Rabbi Kahane delivered a short prepared speech in
"hlch he spoke of the need for Jewish unity and stressed the
need for JDL chapters to be formed on college campuses through-
out the United States, :

During his speech Rabbi Kahane attacked merchants
and slum landlords who exploit poor Jews in ghetto areas, He
also stated that one of the primary targets of the JDL.i5 the
Y'"blockbuster'" who attempts through threat and intimidation
to move Jews out of a Jewish neighborhood to change the.
character of that neighborhood for the purpose of making a
sizeable profit. He stated that when the JDL receives com-
plaints of "blockbuster" activity, and when the '"blockbuster"
is identified, it is the job of the JDL to make sure that

the "blockbuster" act1v1ty ceases even if force is necessary
to: accempllsh this end

FolloW1ng hlS speech Rabbi Kahane answered questlons
from the audience. The question and ‘answer period took on the
character of a group discussion and centered around .topics
raised during Kahane's initial talk.

CONF NTIAL

Exa
; :E%;ﬁ;ﬁ”é&(;;777j7q —

— : _ “re- gink O Q““\t



-\ Y

MaT2 D, KAHANG CON TIAL

m&' the University of Maryland reiterated
Rabbi Kah or the formation of JDL chapters on
campuses and urged «U students to establish a JDL chapter at
FASH

There were no incidents in connection with Rabbi
Kahane's appearance at aU,

This document confains nelnber

reco! dnts noe eonclusl of
the FBL It is the property of

the PBI and is lamed to your agenay;
lttndlhsmnbmnothh
distridoted outside saery agency;
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Memorandum

Director, FBI (Bufile-

sac. NEW YORK (157-5767)
<

SUBJECT:

MEIR D. KAHANE aka ‘“““ Bk
MichaelRing d7 (s;ftloo
Marti ahane
\J/f Wqé /\ 9
A Re: _New York report dated and captioned as— ahove

) paTe: 0CT +4 1970
0

KJW%

" It is recommended that a ‘Security Index Card be

< prepared on the above-captioned individual.

|:] The Security Index Card on the capuoned individual should

be changed as follows (specify change only):

Name ﬂ‘rAIm
CO
mFORHATION
, MEIR D. KAHANF““L A /i
{ Aliases = . , Tab o
M:Lchael K:Lng [:] Native Born . X Priority i‘?
Martin Kahane () Naturalized C] Pnonty II‘,
i ‘ ) (1 Alien L (| Puon{y m
- . — N ! LA (1 ]
(] ANA [] BPP MmN [JeLp [ PRN DSNCW i‘&ls/(ls
{_Jawc ] coMMUNIST 1 nNorx CIppra [1sbs (3 seL \ o
[JBNT 1 yFe X Miscellaneous (Specify) Jewish De ense _L@gue“ '
Date of Birth Place of Birth Ra?:e. N Séx AR
' [x] Male™ -~
_ 8/1/32 Unknown W . [] Female’

Business Address, Name of Employing Concern and Address,
Nature of Employment, and Union Afﬁl;‘?yn if any

;‘:.{ -: %g;ﬂfu &Jﬂ\l/\AQL

\ UU0 West 4ond Street
NY, NY .

Residence Address

163-15 130th Avenue, .
Jdamaica, New York -

X-112

Key Facility Data

Geographical Reference Number

 fegag” /45” Zi 7 7 ?

Responsibility : lr—g#

¢ REGISTERED MAIL

OCT 16 1970

o/ 1
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Succinct Summary of MEIR D. KAHANE

MEIR D. KAHANE, born August 1, 1932, has been identified
by informants who have furnished reliable information in the past
as the national chairman of the Jewish Defense League, which is
self described as a militant activist group dedicated to the
struggle for democracy, freedom and Jewish rights. An informant
who has furnished reliable information in the past advised that
KAHANE was quoted in June, 1970 as stating that one of the aims
of the JDL was to create publicity as to the plight of Jewish
people in the Soviet Union and to cause trouble between the ,
governments of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the
United States. This informant also has advised that the JDL
operates Camp Jedel in New York State where KAHANE's volunteers
train in the use of small arms, karate and study Jewish affairs.
Articles in New York City newspapers reflect that the subject and
the JDL have been involved in demonstrations at the Soviet Offices
in the New York City area and in December, 1969, subject was
among JDL members arrested in a scuffle at the Soviet Mission,

New York City; and Glen Cove, New York Police Department advised
that subject was one of five JDL members arrested on July
27, 1970 for defacing walls at Soviet Estate at Glen Cove,

New York. 1#(
ADDENDUM: DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIVISION 11/2/70 - ERHijp

Investigation of the JDL has additionally revealed participation -
by its members in attempted hijacking of international air flights and
stockpiling of weapons and explosives purchased by the JDL ostensibly
for training purposes at its summer camp in upstate New York. Sensitive
coverage of JDL headquarters has revealed almost daily plans for
demonstraticns in New York City, some of which involved physical
violence by participants from JDL ranks.

As the militant leader of the JDL, Kahane is virtually
all-powerful in passing on decisions for action by the JDL at a national
level. He has advocated violence in many of the demonstrations
involving JDL personnel and has not been hesitant to participate in such
demonstrations. While not so charged, he was undoubtedly involved in
planning for airline hijacking and sensitive coverage of JDL headquarters has
positively identified him as being involved in current plans for a second
hijacking attempt planned for an undisclosed European country. In public
appearances before college and civic groups, Kahane consistently emphasized
the need for strength and militancy on the part of JDL members, emphasizing
JDL action must include physical violence if necessary to attain stated ends.
His leadership activities fully justify his inclusion on the Security Index and
dictate his designation for a Priority I tabbing on that index.

- 1a -
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FD-C"3 (Pev, 12-19-67) (
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NTEVEESELA. BUREAU OF IiN

STIGATION

RESORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN {Mt;z-: L4 1970 INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD
NEW YORK NEW YORK 9/14 -~ 10/8/70
TITLE OF CASE L REPORT MADE BY Fi g TYPED BY
" v’\ caf

_ ¢
o / MEIR D. II&EQNE aka CHARACTER OF CASE
{i .

/ f " Martip Kahane _ ‘
i . IS ~ NATIONALISTIC TENDENOIES -
JDL

'
,

REFERENCE : pya
; v
){L/, Bureau air tels, dated 9/3, 15/70 and 10/5/70.

New York airtel, dated 9/10/70, all captioned "JDL ~f
o IS - NATIONALISTIC TENDENCIES - JDL." w
A1 # 30, .. \,\%}'(/

' = P = ALl irGoniia DN CONTAINED \}\)(\f 7 4# //‘r/
HEREIN iS UpAMNSIHED ) ‘

ADMINISTRATIVE: DATE _y,_//‘). ?V-50-5,¢./‘.b)‘7‘” k/l‘

-.\ -, - . B R

: The identity of the SAS vho observed activities of the
JDL in August, 1970, in connection with the JDL 100 Mile March
are recorded in teletypes located in NY¥Yfile 157-343 which is the
main case file on the JDL, Bufile 62-112767. The interview
of the subject on 9/29/70 was taken from the NYfile 140-1T47

\\

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED ] NONE ACQUIT-
convic [AUTO.| FuG. FINES SAVINGS RECOVERIES TALS

CASE HAS BEEN:

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR []JYeEs [Ino
PENDING PROSECU TION

: OVER SIX MONTHS YES

Ny 7
APPROVED ,JZ//’ /, L, N cnarce 4 A DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW
DEYY 2 I FLS F._F’"'

copiEs MADES Tl AeRTEn

/_v"'

3
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ADMINISTRATIVE: (cont'd)

The NYO is submitting FD 122 to the Bureau recommending
subject forinclusion on the Security Index, as it is felt that
the activities of the organization and the subject!s position
as a leader in this organization warrant this inclusion on the
index.

INFORMANTS: 4
Identity of Source File Where Located™
157-3463
157-3463
157-3463
LEADS
NEW YORK

AT NEW YORK; NEW YORK. Will verify subject'!s education.

2. Will verify subject!s residence at 163-15 130th
Avenue, Jamaica, New York.

3. Will check records of NYCPD for subject's arrest
and disposition of charges.

4. Will check records of Glen Cove New York PD re
disposition of subject'!s arrest there.

5. Will follow authorization of Security Index card
by Bureau and if approved, will disseminate a copy of this
to Secret Service.

-B-
COVER PAGE
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CLASSIFICATION

This report is being classified "Cenfidential" to
protect the identities of sources of continuing value, the dis-
closure of whose ikntities would not be in the best interest
of national security.

~C*-
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF‘JUSTICE '
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to:

e O, New York, New York

Date: 10/‘”4./70

Field Office File #: 157- 5767 Bureav File #:

Tile: - MEIR D. KAHANE B

Character: INTERNAL SECURITY - NATIONALISTIC TENDENCIES - \

JEWISH DEFENSE LEAGUE

Synopsis: Background data concerning subject set forth. Activities
' of subject in JDL set forth, including information
regarding arrests of subject in connection with JDL activities
directed against Soviet offices in NYC and Glen Cove, NY. In
interview, subject advised JDL sent telegrams to Arab missions
and Embassies which were woerded in such a manner as to not
violate laws of U.S.

DETAILS:

This investigation is predicated on information
that MEIR KAHANE is National Chairman of the Jewish Defense
Leegue {IDL), 440 West 42nd Street, New York, New York. -

The JDL is a self described

militant activitist group

dedicated to the struggle

for democracy, freedom, and

Jewish rights.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents
are not to be distributed outside your agency.

~
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Birth Date

On February 19, 1970_ advised that the subject
was born on August 1, 1932.

v
V' Education
0 ,
\d\,yp On February 19, 1970, advised that the subject
was ordained a Rabbi in 1957 from Yeshiva University and received”
QJ Masters e in International Law at New . York-University. '

In August, 1970 @JPadvised that Rabbi
MEIR KAHANE, who is also known as MICHAEL KING, was. educated
Vﬂ’o at Brooklyn College and New York University and holds
a degree in International Law.

Residence

On June 9, 1969, Padvised that Rabbi MEIR
&ﬂfo KAHANE, a director of the JDL, resides at 222-13 133rd Avenue,
Queens, New York.

On July 22, 1969,“3@%01’
¢ Special Service, New York City Transit Autheri i olice Depart-

\51 ment, telephonically advised SA that MEIR
KAHANE, who is also known as MARTIN KAHANE, resides at 222-13
133rd Avenue, Laurelton, Queens, New York. He advised that
KAHANE formerly resided at 15825 9lst Street, Howard Beach,
Queens, New York.

On January 6, 1970, the ‘Special Services Division,
New York City Police Department made available the identities
of the individuals arrested on December 30, 1969, in the )
vicinity of the Soviet United Nations Mission. Included among
these names was the name MEIR KAHANE, age 37, of 163-15 130th
Avenue, Jamaica New York, who was charged with Inciting
to Riot.
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Employment

On June 9, 1969, qadvised that Rabbi MEIR KAHANE
was a writer for the newspaper "Jewish Press," an Anglo-Jewish wee
publication published in Brooklyn, New York.

The June 25, 1969 issue of "The New York Times", a
daily newspaper published in New York, New York? in an artlcle
captioned "Jewish Militants Step Up Act1v1ties,' described T
MEIR KAHANE, the founder and a director of the JDL, as the
editor of "The Jewish Press," a nationally c1rculated weekly newsp
published at Coney Island. The article also described him
as the spiritual leader of the Traditional Synagogue of Rochdale
Village, Queens, an orthodox. snyogogue with a stated membership
of 300 families, where he has served for a year.

On July 22, 1969, q mentioned above,
advised that subject is the leader of the with offices at
156 Fifth Avenue, New York, New York. He also advised that
subject is a Rabbi with the Traditional Synogogue, 165-27
Baisley Boulevard, Queens, New York, and he reportedly has a
news delivery service delivering Laurelton newspapers. The
subject is employed by the "Brooklyn Daily," 2477 Surf Avenue,
Brooklyn, New York where he is a feature writer and editor.

The May 25, 1970 issue of the "New York Times" containec
article captioned "Jewish Activists See Ranks Growing" which
reflected that the subject, to hasten the growth of the JDL
has left his job as a columnist for the "Jewish Press," a
weekly English language newspaper, to devote most of his tlme
to organizing chapters. -

. ; / N
Marital Status )/)f)rg;,/%fg/r 0 14/")4?
on July 22, 1969, (NN o r-viously /{
£§%LL&(

metnioned, advised that subject resides with his wife, LIBB
and three children at 222-13_ 133 Avenue, Laurelton, Queens,
York.
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Activities

On February 27, 1969, advised that Rabbi MEIR
KAHANE, who in the past utilized the name MICHAEL KING, is one
of the leaders of the JDL, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York, New York,
which is an outgrowth of an Apglo-Jewish weekly tab101d
"Jewish Press," published in Brooklyn, New York. The subject
is the author of a book entitled "The Jewish Stake in Vietnam,"
which was published last summer (1968).

the subjec
stated that the JDL must loo O lease a store front on the

lower East Side of New York City with a 50 foot basement to be

used for target practive. When some in the audience objected to
the subJect's turn to violence, he replied that theymst do it

because "everybody is doing it."

According to the informant, at this meeting, the subject
stated the JDL has three goals; ohe; increase its membership;
two, develop communication with other organizations; and three,
train in physical tacties.

In an interview which appeared in the June 9, 1969 issue
of the "Staten Island Advocate," a newspaper published in
Staten Island, New York, the subgect stated that the motto of
the JDL is "Never Agaln," meaning that what happened to the Jews
of Germany who went to their death without a fight shall never occi
anywhere again. This article also quoted him as saying the black
militants and the "New Left" have joined in an alliance- to destroy
the United Statesand its Jewish population.

As proof, the subject described the growing dispute in
New York City between the Teachers Union, described as predominatel
Jewish, and the militant blacks, during the lengthy school
strike. The subject was quoted as stating "we saw for the first
time, open anti-Semitism when a mllltant black teacher read an anti
Jewish poem on the radio.'
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He does not agree with recognized Jewish organizations
who have pointed out that black anti-Semitism is more of a manifest:
tion of anti-white feeling rather than anti-Jewish feelings
as .expressed by the Nazis of the 1930's and the 1940's.

The article continued as follows:

"His greatest concern he says is that many members
in the leftist Students for a Democratic Society are Jewish
youths whom he despises. He is convinced that the black militants
and new kft movements are bringing about a white conservative
backlash that one day will bathe the streets of the country in
blood.

"And when it comes, he said he fears that all Jews
regardless of their political affiliations, will be attacked
by the right.

"But Rabbi Kahane vows that it will never happen again,
at least not without a fight.

"How does a man of the cloth, man of peace, lead a
militant organization like the JDL?

"Jewish precepts do not teach you to turn the other
cheek!, Rabbli Kahane says. 'The Bible says there is a time
for everything, including, unfortunately, war. I pray that
day never comes. But if it does, we are ready.‘'"

A characterization of the
Students for A Democractic
Society is located in the
appendix of this report.

The above issue of the "Staten Island Advocate" reported
that the JDL in the summer of 1969 will open a nine week seminar
and training camp in Woodbourne, New York, where KAHANE's
volunteers will train in the use of samll arms and karate and
study Jewish affairs. According to Rabbi KAHANE, the JDL has an
intelligence network "which thwarted an attempt of black
militant leader JAMES FORMAN from coming to the Temple Emanu-El
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in his series of vists to churches and synagogues seeking $500
million in 'reparations.!'" Rabbi KAHANE stated he is planning
to challenge pro-Arab groups which have been d&monstrating
with increasing frequency in the New York area.

The December 30, 1969 issue of the "New York Times",

carried an article entitled, "14 Jews Arrested in Soviet Protest,"”
whichoontained information that fourteen members of the JDL were
taken into custody yesterday after a series of coordinated actions
at Kennedy International Airport and two Soviet offices in Man-
hattan. According to the article, the group headed by Rabbi MEIR
KAHANE, leader of the league, protested what they described as the
harsh treatment of Jews in the Soivet Union. They painted

slogans on a Soviet airliner that had arrived from Moscow

at 12:54 PM and Mivaded the offices of Tass, the Soviet press
agency, and Intourist, the Soviet travel agency.

The December 31, 1969 issue of the "New York Post,"
a dally newspaper published in New York, New York, contained an
article captioned "JDL Rabbi Hits Cops in Row on Picketing" which
reflected that Rabbi MEIR KAHANE, national director of the JDL,
was among the militant-group's 30 members arrested in scuffles wit!
police last night a half block from the Soviet Mission & B6
East 67th Street where the JDL was demonstrating against Soviet
treatment of Jews.

1ol d
v¥ On February 19, 1970, -furnished the following
information:

The first public meeting of the JDL took place in New
York City on June 16, 1968. The Certificate of Incorporation
of the JDL, filed on September 30, 1968, lists MEIR KAHANE as one
of the officers. The subject is Chairman of the Executive Board
and is also a member of the National Board.

©¥ 19 on February 25, 1970, -furnished the following
information:

On February 4, 1970, the first general meeting of the JD
was held in the High School of Fashion Industries, 225 West 24th
Street, New York City. In speaking to about 150 members present
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the subject proclaimed the plight of Soviet Jews as his major
concern. He believes that Soviet Jews are not only oppressed

but are being systematically destroyed, both spiritually and
physically. In order to arouse public attention, and possibly

to pressure the Soviet Union into changing its policy of general
religious persecution, and allowing the emigration of Soviet

Jews to Israel, a three phased campaign is being waged. The first
phase was to create awareness of the situation, the second phases i
volves the harrassment of Soviet artists performing in this country
and an eventual rupture of the Cultural Exchange Program. The ~
third phase is an organized boycott of travel to the Soviet Union.

The May 21, 1970 issue of the "New York Daily News", a
daily newspaper published in New York, New York, carried an article
captioned "Jewish Group Taunts Reds" which reflected that 50
members of the JDL, led by Rabbi MEIR KAHANE, protesting against
the oppression of Soviet Jewry, yesterday moved into the Park
East Synagogue at 163 East 67th Street across the street from
the Russian mission.

The June 29? 1970, issue of the "New York Times" containe
an article captioned "3. J.D.L. Members, Incldding Kahane, Seized
in Brooklyn," which reflected that three members of the militant
JDL, including its chairman, Rabbi MEIR KAHANE, were arrested
outside a police station in Brooklyn last night for allegedly
hurling bottles at policemen who attempted to disperse a crowd
of the league's followers. According to this article, 100
persons had gathered in Louis Sobol Park to protest harrassment
of Hassidic Jews in the neighborhood by roving bands of black
and Pueric Riczan youths. The article reflected that the subject
was arrested on a charge of felonious assault.

714
v\Y on July 7, 1970, P :dvised that subject was quoted
in June, 1970 as stating that one of the aims of the JDL was to
create publicity as to the plight of Jewish people in the Soviet
Union and to cause trouble between the governments of the
Union of Soviet Sccialist Republics (USSR) and the United States.
KAHANE stated that, "Russians need the US more than the US needs
the Russians. They make a lot of money from US tourist dollars
and we want to prevent this money going to the Soviet Union. We
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want to prevent the exchange of artists between these countries.
The Russians are publicity conscious and they are sensiive.

We will cause trouble and if this results in one Jew being
saved and gotten out of Rissia, it is worthwhile."

On September, 1969, JOSEPH GLENNON, Administrative
Office, United States Mission to the United Nations (UN) advised
that on September 10, 1969, several mission to the UN at New

- York City received telegrams dated that days A copy of the telegram
| received by the Lebanese Mission to the United Nations (LMUN) .

is as folbws: '

- - "Held you directly responsible for any anti-
. j[Jewish terror acts. In event of such acts consider you
legitimate target for deserved punishment.

J-D 1

The IMUN also received a letter from the JDL
which reads in part as follows:

"September 10,'1969

"Gentlemen:

"The two Arab terrorist groups, The Popular Front
For the Liberation of Palestine and Al Fatah have declared
war on world Jewry and threatened Jewish lives and property
throughout the world. The Jewish Defense League has already
announced it will respond to this declaration of war in king.

"Siﬂcéreiy,"\";"
JEWISH DEFENSE LEAGUE
E\I:‘ Rabbi Meir Kahane

. National Director"
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