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1. SUMMARY: DURING HIS APRIL 22-24 VISIT TO THE PHILIPPINES,
CONGRESSMAN DANA ROHRABACHER MET WITH PRESIDENT RAMOS, HOUSE
SPEAKER DE VENECIA, NSC DIRECTOR ALMONTE AND SENATE FOREIGN
RELATIONS COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN BLAS OPLE. A TRIP TO SUBIC BAY
FREEPORT ZONE SERVED TO SHOWCASE RP ECONOMIC PROGRESS.
DISCUSSIONS WITH GOP LEADERS FOCUSED ON CONCERN ABOUT CHINA'S
MILITARY MODERNIZATION AND ITS INTENTIONS IN THE REGION,
ESPECIALLY VIS-A-VIS THE SOUTH CHINA SEA; THE NEED FOR
COOPERATION IN COMBATTING TERRORISM AND NARCOTICS; AND THE
STRENGTHENING PHILIPPINE ECONOMY.

2. ON CHINA, CONGRESSMAN ROHRABACHER ALSO REITERATED HIS
WARNING, PUBLISHED IN THE APRIL 3 ASIAN WALL STREET JOURNAL,
ABOUT THE NEED TO COUNTER WHAT HE DESCRIBED AS BEIJING'S
EXPANSIONISM AND BULLYING. GOP LEADERS GENERALLY REACTED
WARMLY TO THE CONGRESSMAN'S IDEA OF SENDING A U.S. CARRIER
GROUP ON "GOODWILL TOQUR" OF THE SOUTH CHINA SEA TO UNDERSCORE
THE MESSAGE TO CHINA.

3. SPEAKER DE VENECIA DUSTED OFF HIS PROPOSAL--WHICH HE
SUGGESTED COULD EBE RAISED AT THE NEXT ARF--FOR ASEAN TO ACCEPT
THE EQUIPMENT AFLOAT SHIPS (EAS) PROPOSAL, WITH EACH MEMBER
COUNTRY HOSTING THE PROGRAM ON A ROTATING BASIS. DE VENECIA'S
SUGGESTIONS--FOR A U.S.-RP ANTI-TERRORISM AND ANTI-NARCOTICS
ACCORD, AND FOR AN INTERNATIONAL RAPID REACTION FORCE TO CCMBAT
DRUG TRAFFICKERS--FOUND FAVOR WITH THE CONGRESSMAN, AS DID
PRESIDENT RAMOS' CALL FOR AN INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON GLOBAL
TERRORISM. REP. ROHRABACHER MADE IT A POINT TO EXPRESS :
GRATITUDE TO THE PHILIPPINE GOVERNMENT FOR ITS GOOD COOPERATION
WITH THE U.S. IN TRACKING AND APPREHENDING TERRORISTS
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IMPLICATED IN THE WORLD TRADE CENTER BOMBING AND IN PREVENTING
THE ASSASSINATION OF THE POPE. HE ALSO USED THE OCCASION OF
HIS VISIT TO SOLICIT SUPPORT FOR HIS PROPOSAL FOR AN
INTERNATIONAL EFFORT TO RESTORE DEMOCRACY TO AFGHANISTAN.

OTHER TOPICS TOUCHED ON INCLUDED THE RP-SINGAPORE FLAP OVER
FLOR CONTEMPLACION, THE STATUS OF FORCES AGREEMENT, THE FATE OF
RESIDUAL VIETNAMESE ASYLUM SEEKERS IN THE PHILIPPINES, PROPOSAL
FOR A SPACEPORT, AND CAMBODIA. END SUMMARY.

4. CONGRESSMAN DANA ROHRABACHER VISITED THE PHILIPPINES FROM
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| APRIL 22 TO APRIL 24, ACCOMPANIED BY PAUL BEHRENDS, HIS
LEGISLATIVE ASSISTANT FOR DEFENSE AND FOREIGN AFFAIRS.
‘ FOLLOWING A COUNTRY TEAM BRIEFING UPON HIS ARRIVAL APRIL 22,
THE CONGRESSMAN WAS THE GUEST OF HONOR AT A DINNER HOSTED BY
| AMBASSADOR FOR A RANGE OF GOVERNMENT, BUSINESS AND MEDIA
REPRESENTATIVES. HE TRAVELLED TO SUBIC BAY FREEPORT ZONE,
FORMERLY A U.S. NAVAL BASE, ON SUNDAY, APRIL 23, WHERE HE MET
L WITH SUBIC BAY METROPOLITAN AUTHORITY (SBMA) CHATRMAN RICHARD
H GORDON. HE TOURED MANUFACTURING ENTERPRISES ESTABLISHED ON THE
| FORMER U.S. BASE AND ATTENDED A RALLY HOSTED BY GORDON ON THE
| EVE OF INAUGURATION OF THE SUBIC BAY INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT AND
| THE ARRIVAL OF THE FIRST U.S. FEDEX FLIGHT.

f 5. ON MONDAY, APRIL 24, REP. ROHRABACHER BREAKFASTED WITH

| HOUSE SPEAKER JOSE DE VENECIA, CALLED ON PRESIDENT FIDEL V.
RAMOS AT MALACANANG PALACE, AND WAS THE FEATURED SPEAKER AT A
LUNCH HOSTED BY REPUBLICANS ABROAD. HE MET WITH SENATE FOREIGN
RELATIONS COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN BLAS OPLE AND TRAVELLED TO QUEZON
CITY TO CALL ON PRESIDENTIATL SECURITY ADVISOR AND NSC DIRECTOR
JOSE T. ALMONTE BEFORE DEPARTING FOR THE U.S.
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SPRATLY ISLANDS AND RESTRAINING CHINA - CALL ON PRESIDENT RAMOS
6. DURING HIS CALL ON PRESIDENT RAMOS, CONGRESSMAN ROHRABACHER
WARNED OF THE DANGERS POSED BY CHINA'S MILITARY GROWTH, FUELED
BY A TRADE SURPLUS OF USD 24 BILLION IN HARD CURRENCY. CHINA'S
ACTIVITIES IN THE SPRATLYS DEMONSTRATED ITS WILLINGNESS TO
"BULLY" OTHER COUNTRIES IN THE REGION. ROHRABACHER EMPHASIZED
HIS VIEW THAT IT WAS IMPORTANT FOR THE U.S. TO TAKE ACTION NOW
TO RESTRAIN THE CHINESE, WHO WERE BECOMING MORE AGGRESSIVE AND
ARROGANT. HE SUGGESTED THE U.S. NAVY SEND A CARRIER GROUP ON A
"GOODWILL TOUR" THROUGH THE DISPUTED ISLANDS.

7. PRESIDENT RAMOS SAID | Bl
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8. (COMMENT: AN APRIL 25 MALACANANG NEWS RELEASE OF

! ROHRABACHER'S CALL ON RAMOS CONTAINED AN ELABORATION OF THE
PRESIDENT'S REMARKS TO THE CONGRESSMAN THAT APPEAR TO HAVE
INCLUDED UNUSED TALKING PCINTS. THE RELEVANT EXTRACT FROM THE
PRESS RELEASE FOLLOWS:
BEGIN TEXT:
PRESIDENT RAMOS SAID THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT SHOULD ACCEPT THE
FOLLOWING PROPOSALS IF IT IS COMMITTED TO THE 1992 ASSOCIATION
OF SOUTHEAST ASIAN NATIONS (ASEAN) DECLARATION IN MANILA:
-—- SETTING OF LIGHTHOUSES AND OTHER NAVIGATIONAL AIDS;
== JOINT PATROLS AGAINST PIRACY AND RESCUE TEAMS FOR SHIPS IN
DISTRESS:
-- MULTI-COUNTRY UNDERTAKINGS IN MARINE RESEARCH, FISHING
ENTERPRISES AND ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION ;
-- JOINT VENTURES IN TOURISM, SUCH AS BUILDING OF WAY STATIONS
FOR SPORTS SAILING SHIPS, INTERPORT RACES AND SCUBA DIVING
DESTINATIONS; AND
-—- OTHER NON-MILITARY CONFIDENCE-BUILDING MECHANISMS.
END TEXT.
END COMMENT.)
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CHINA AND SPRATLYS - MEETING WITH SENATE FOREIGN RELATIONS
CHATIRMAN BLAS OPLE

10. 1IN A SUBSEQUENT MEETING WITH OPLE, CONGRESSMAN ROHRABACHER
REPEATED HIS CONCERNS ABOUT CHINESE BULLYING AND ITS EEHAVIOR
IN THE SPRATLYS. A STRONG GESTURE WAS NEEDED TO PREVENT CHINA

FROM CONTINUING ITS AGRESSIVE ACTIONS. ROHRABACHER WARNED THAT

BEIJING WAS ALREADY TRYING TO CHOKE OFF HONG KONG AND AIMING TO
ESTABLISH SHANGHAI AS AN ECONOMIC POWERHOUSE IN THE RUNUP TO
1997, AS EVIDENCED BY ITS OPPOSITION TO CONSTRUCTION OF THE NEW
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT IN THE BRITISH COLONY. HE REITERATED HIS
SUGGESTION MADE TO OTHER GOP LEADERS FOR THE U.S. TO SEND A
CARRIER BATTLE GROUP THROUGH THE SOUTH CHINA SEAS TO SEND A
MESSAGE TO THE "DICTATORIAL REGIME" IN BEIJING.
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CHINA AND REGIONAL SECURITY - MEETING WITH NSC DIRECTOR ALMONTE
12. 1IN HIS MEETING WITH NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL DIRECTOR
JOSE ALMONTE, ROHRABACHER SAID HE HAD CONVEYED HIS CONCERNS
OVER CHINA IN TALKS WITH THE FOREIGN MINISTERS OF SINGAPORE AND
MALAYSIA DURING THE PREVIOUS WEEK. HE REITERATED WARNINGS THAT
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