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SUBJECT: CAIRO WEEKLY HIGHLIGHTS:
MAY 1-10, 1985

-- REPENTANT ISLAMISTS SAY: "KUL SENNA WA ENTA TAYIB"
-- THE MADANI CASE ONE YEAR LATER

-- ARAFAT MEETS THE MUSLIM BROTHERHOOD -- AGAIN

-- ACHILLE LAURO REVISITED: PUNISH THE USG

-- EGYPTIANS ON OKLAHOMA: MAYBE NOW AMERICA UNDERSTANDS
-- JIHAD GROUP ISSUES HIT LIST, CRITICIZES THE USG

-- TEACHERS VOTE FOR MCDERATION

-- EGYPT: A ONE-SPORT STATE

-=- POLITICAL CINEMA AND THE RETURN OF "THE IMMIGRANT"
-- HOW MANY CARS IN CAIRO?

-- TRAFFIC JAM IN THE COURTS
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UNCLASSIFIED
PAGE 03 CAIRC 06384 01 OF 05 1414472

-- RECURRENT RESHUFFLE RUMORS RESURFACE

--"RENDER UNTO CAESAR...": COPTIC CONTROVERSY CONTINUES.

REPENTANT ISLAMISTS SAY: "KUL SENNA WA ENTA TAYIB"

o ————————————

1. ON THE EVE OF THE THREE-DAY KUREAN BAIRAM HOLIDAY,

UNCLASSIFIED

INTELWIRE.com




UNCLASSIFIED

ONE OF THE MOST FESTIVE OCCASIONS ON THE ISLAMIC
CALENDAR, CAIRO'S RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOODS ARE ECHOING
WITH THE PLAINTIVE BLEATING OF THE SHEEP WHO WILL PLAY
A CENTRAL ROLE IN THE FESTIVITIES. WHILE MANY MUSLIM
FAMILIES WITH SUFFICIENT MEANS HAVE PURCHASED A SHEEP
FOR THE TRADITIONAL SACRIFICIAL SLAUGHTER AT HOME, MUCH
OF THE MEAT WILL BE DISTRIBUTED TO POOR EGYPTIANS WHO
RARELY TASTE MEAT. BOTH CHRISTIANS AND MUSLIMS ARE
ALREADY GREETING EACH OTHER WITH THE TRADITIONAL WISH
FOR PROSPERITY THROUGHOUT THE YEAR: "KUL SENNA WA ENTA
TAYIB." THE GOE IS EXPECTED TO MARK THE OCCASION BY
RELEASING FROM PRISON ANOTHER 200-PLUS DETAINED OR
CONVICTED TERRORISTS WHO HAVE "REPENTED" THEIR PAST
MISDEEDS. SUCH RELEASES HAVE BECOME STANDARD GOE
PRACTICE AT HOLIDAYS OVER THE PAST YEAR.

2. APRIL 27 MARKED THE FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF THE DEATH
UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED

PAGE 04 CAIRO 06384 01 OF 05 1414472

OF LAWYER ABDEL HARITH MADANI, WHO DIED IN POLICE
CUSTODY UNDER CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH EGYPTIAN AUTHORITIES
HAVE NEVER FULLY EXPLAINED -- DESPITE REPEATED PUBLIC
PROMISES TO INVESTIGATE THE CASE AND PUBLISH THE
RESULTS. HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVISTS SEE THE CASE OF
MADANTI, WHO WAS NEVER CHARGED WITH ANY OFFENSE, AS
IRONCLAD PROOF THAT EGYPTIAN POLICE ROUTINELY TORTURE
DETAINEES. GOE OFFICIALS BRIDLE AT WHAT THEY SEE AS
INORDINATE CONCERN OVER THE RIGHTS OF TERRORISTS AND
THEIR ALLIES.

3. TO MARK THE ANNIVERSARY OF MADANI'S DEATH, THE
EGYPTIAN LAWYERS SYNDICATE AND THE EGYPTIAN
ORGANIZATION FOR HUMAN RIGHTS (EOHR) HAVE LAUNCHED A
CAMPAIGN CALLING FOR THE RELEASE OF 44 LAWYERS
ILLEGALLY IMPRISONED FOR PERIODS RANGING FROM THREE TO
FIVE YEARS. THE ALEXANDRIA BRANCH OF THE SYNDICATE
HELD A CONFERENCE MAY 4 CALLING UPON THE GOVERNMENT FOR
THE MUCH BELATED AUTOPSY REPORT ON MADANTI.

UNCLASSIFIED

INTELWIRE.com




—

UNCLASSIFIED INTELWIRE.com

e e e e

4. EGYPT'S MUSLIM BROTHERHOOD (MB) HAS DISCLOSED THAT
PALESTINIAN LEADER YASSER ARAFAT MET WITH PROMINENT
FIGURE SEIF AL-ISLAM HASAN AL-BANNA IN CAIRO ON MAY 6.
THE MEETING, WHICH WAS REPORTEDLY REQUESTED EY ARAFAT
AND TOOK PLACE IN HIS HOTEL ROOM, FOLLOWS TWO ARAFAT
CALLS ON THE MB'S DEPUTY SUPREME GUIDE MUSTAFA MASHOUR
AT MB HEADQUARTERS WITHIN THE PAST YEAR. NO DETAILS OF
UNCLASSIFIED
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THE MEETING WERE ANNOUNCED, BUT ARAFAT'S PREVIOUS
CONTACTS WITH THE ME LEADERSHIP REPORTEDLY AIMED AT
ENLISTING MB INFLUENCE WITH HAMAS TO REDUCE INTRA-
PALESTINIAN VIOLENCE. AL-BANNA'S PUBLISHED COMMENTS

UNCLASSIFIED




UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED
NNNNPTQO0298
UNCLASSIFIED PTQ0288
PAGE 01 CATRO 06384 02 OF 05 1414482
ACTION SCT-00
INFO LOG-00 COR-01 ACDA-17 ACDE-00 AID-00 A-01 . Ca-02
CCco-00 CG-00 SMEC-00 COME-00 CTME-00 OASY-00 DOEE-00

DOTE-00 DsS-00 EB-01 EUR-01 FAAE-00 FBIE-00 H-01
IMMC-01 TEDE-00 INR-00 INSE-00 1I0-08 LAB-01 L-01

ADS-00 M-00 NEA-01 NRCE-00 NSAE-00 NSCE-00 O0Cs-06
0IC-02 0IsS-01 OMB-01 PA-02 - PM-00 PRS-01 P-01
SP-00 SR-00 SS0-00 55-00 STR-01 TRSE-00 T-00
USIE-00 USsSS-00 ASDS-01 PMB-00 DSCC-00 PRME-01 DRL-08
G-00 /062W

—————————————————— C56FE8 1419482 /63/38
R 1412342 MAY 95

FM AMEMBASSY CAIRO

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0621

INFO AMEMBASSY ROME
USCINCCENT MACDILL AFB FL
DIA WASHDC

ISLAMIC CONFERENCE COLLECTIVE
DEA HQS WASHDC

CIA WASHDC

UNCLAS SECTION 02 OF 05 CAIRO 006384
CORRECTED COPY - TEXT, PARA. 6

LONDON FOR TUELLER
PARIS FOR ALLEGRONE

UNCLASSIFIED

INTELWIRE.com




UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED

ROME FOR LEGATT

UNCLASSIFIED
PAGE 02 CAIRO 06384 02 OF 05 1414482

E.O. 12356: N/a
TAGS: PINS, KISL, PTER, PHUM, PHUM, PGOV, ESOC, EG
SUBJECT: CAIRO WEEKLY HIGHLIGHTS:

MAY 1-10, 1995

AFTER THE MEETING OFFERED, AT BEST, A MIXED MESSAGE:

-- THE MB IS "AGAINST THE PALESTINIAN AUTHORITY
BECOMING A LOCAL GUARD FORCE FOR THE ISRAELIS...AND
AT.SO AGAINST ANY INTRA-PALESTINIAN CONFLICT."

-- HAMAS IS CONDUCTING "A LEGITIMATE STRUGGLE AGAINST
THE OCCUPATION FORCE AND NOT TERRORIST ACTS"

-- "AFTER THE LATEST SERIOUS DEVELOPMENTS WHICH CONFIRM
THAT ISRAEL HAS NO DESIRE TO REACH A JUST PEACE, WE
EXPECT THAT THE PALESTINIAN AUTHORITY WILL RETURN TO
THE STRUGGLE. ...IT IS 90 PERCENT CERTAIN THAT IT
WILL HAPPEN."

5. MASSIVE DOMESTIC PRESS COVERAGE OF THE OKLAHOMA

CITY BOMBING HAS GENERATED WIDESPREAD EGYPTIAN PUBLIC

SYMPATHY FOR THE VICTIMS OF AMERICA'S LARGEST-EVER

TERRORIST ATTACK. AT THE SAME TIME, EARLY U.S. MEDIA

SPECULATION ABOUT A POSSIBLE MIDDLE EAST CONNECTION TO

THE BOMBING HAS GENERATED A FLOOD OF NEWSPAPER
UNCLASSIFIED
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COMMENTARIES, MANY OF THEM ANGRY IN TONE. MOST
ANALYSTS POINTED OUT THAT TERRORISM IS AN INTERNATIONAL
PHENOMENON AFFECTING EVEN THE INDUSTRIALIZED NATIONS,
AND NOT LIMITED TO THE CONFLICT-PRONE MIDDLE EAST. THE
OPPOSITION PRESS HAS BEEN ESPECIALLY CRITICAL OF THE
INITIAL ASSUMPTION OF ARAB INVOLVEMENT IN THE ATTACK.
SOME COMMENTATORS SPECULATED ABOUT THE EXTENT TO WHICH
THE USG WILL ADOPT NEW COUNTER-TERRORISM MEASURES WHICH
INFRINGE ON CIVIL LIBERTIES OR HUMAN RIGHTS. AS ONE
MAINSTREAM COMMENTATOR PUT IT, "MAYBE NOW THEY WILL
UNDERSTAND WHAT WE HAVE BEEN GOING THROUGH."

INTELWIRE.com

6. EGYPTIAN AND REGIONAL MEDIA THIS WEEK REPORTED RECENT
STATEMENTS BY THE TERRORIST "JIHAD GROUP" (TANZIM AL-
GIHAD) AND ITS LEADER DR. AYMAN AL-ZAWAHIRY. ACCORDING TO
THE WEEKLY "SABAH AL-KHAIR" MAGAZINE, ZAWAHIRY, WHO IS
THOUGHT TO LIVE IN SWITZERLAND, HAS DRAWN UP NEW
ASSASSINATION LISTS WHICH HE CALLS THE "BEN GURION LISTS. .
THE LISTS SUPPOSEDLY INCLUDE PROMINENT EGYPTIAN FIGURES,
INCLUDING AN UNNAMED FEMALE "RESEARCHER" AT THE SEMI-
OFFICIAL AHRAM CENTER FOR POLITICAL AND STRATEGIC STUDIES
SHE IS REPORTEDLY TERRIFIED, AND HAS REQUESTED POLICE
PROTECTION.

7. ALSO DURING THE WEEK, THE LONDON-BASED ARABIC DAILY

"AL-HAYAT" REPORTED THAT THE JIHAD GROUP HAD ISSUED FROM

SWITZERLAND A STATEMENT CASTIGATING THE USG AND THE
UNCLASSIFIED
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AMERICAN PEOPLE FOR WRONGLY ASSUMING THAT ARABS WERE
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE OKLAHOMA CITY BOMBING. THE STATEMENT
REPORTEDLY DID NOT INCLUDE AN EXPLICIT THREAT. A LONG-
TIME OBSERVER OF EGYPT'S INTERNAL SCENE OBSERVED THAT THE
STATEMENT BY JIHAD -- WHICH HAS NOT CARRIED OUT A
TERRORIST ATTACK IN EGYPT FOR MORE THAN A YEAR --
REFLECTED THE GROUP'S DECLINE FROM ACTIVE TERRORIST FORCE
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TO "COMPOSER OF INTEMPERATE LETTERS TO THE EDITOR."

IS ATTEMPTING TO OBTAIN A COPY OF THE REPORTED JIHAD GROU
STATEMENT, WHICH WAS APPARENTLY PROVIDED ONLY TO "AL-
HAYAT.")

ACHILLE LAURO HIJACKING: A MAJOR CRIME -- BY THE USG!

8. IN A BIZARRE FOOTNOTE TO ANOTHER MAJOR TERRORIST
INCIDENT -- THE OCTOBER 1984 HIJACKING OF THE ACHILLE
LAURO CRUISE SHIP -- EGYPTIAN LAWYER MOHAMED FAHMI AL-
DAMATI HAS BEEN WAGING A ONE-MAN CAMPAIGN TO PUNISH THE
USG FOR FORCING DOWN THE CIVILIAN AIRLINER WHICH NEARLY
CARRIED FOUR SUSPECTS IN THE CASE TO SAFETY OUTSIDE
EGYPT. DAMATI OUTLINED HIS "CASE" THIS WEEK IN A
LETTER TO FM AMRE MQUSSA AND IN MEETINGS WITH THE HEADS
OF THE OPPOSITION PARTIES, AND ANNOUNCED PLANS TO
PURSUE ACTION IN THE COURTS. IN BRIEF, DAMATI WANTS
THE "FOUR" U.S. PILOTS WHO TOOK PART IN THE OPERATION
TO BE PROSECUTED FOR AIR PIRACY, AND HE BELIEVES THE UN
SECURITY COUNCIL SHOULD IMPOSE AN AIR EMBARGO ON THE
UNITED STATES UNTIL THE FOUR ARE BROUGHT "TO JUSTICE."
DAMATI CLAIMS TO BE FOLLOWING THE DICTATES OF HIS
UNCLASSIFIED
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CONSCIENCE, ALTHOUGH HIS REPEATED REFERENCES TO THE
UNJUST UN SANCTIONS CURRENTLY IN EFFECT AGAINST LIBYA
SUGGEST POSSIBLE OTHER MOTIVATIONS. SO FAR HIS
CAMPAIGN HAS DRAWN LITTLE PUBLIC ATTENTION.

9, 1IN BOARD ELECTIONS OVER THE PAST MONTHS, THE
TEACHERS SYSDICATE -- EGYPT'S LARGEST, WITH ABOUT
800,000 MEMBERS -- STRONGLY ENDORSED A PRO-GOVERNMENT
"NATIONAL FRONT" OVER ISLAMIC CANDIDATES. IN FINAL
VOTING LAST WEEK TO FILL HALF THE 40 SYNDICATE BOARD
SEATS, 1,350 VOTERS (ABOUT 90 PERCENT OF THE
SYNDICATE'S GENERAL ASSEMBLY), GAVE THE ALLIANCE OF
"MODERATES" ABOUT 1,000 VOTES AGAINST ONLY 230 FOR THE
RIVAL ISLAMIC FRONT. THE 20 WINNERS INCLUDED FOUR "OLD
TIMERS" AND 16 NEW FACES.

10. WHILE THE ISLAMIC TREND IS SAID TO HAVE MADE
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LIMITED GAINS AT THE FIRST LEVEL (THE DISTRICT

COMMITTEES) , THEY WERE LESS SUCCESSFUL AT HIGHER

LEVELS. AT THE APRIL 26 GENERAL ASSEMBLY THE EDUCATION

MINISTER REJECTED ALLEGATIONS THAT 4,000 TEACHERS HAD
UNCLASSIFIED
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BEEN "RANDOMLY" DISMISSED. HE STATED THAT ONLY 700
WERE DISMISSED FOR "SPREADING DESTRUCTIVE IDEAS" AMONG
SCHOOL-AGE CHILDREN AND FOR SYMPATHY OR AFFILIATION
WITH EXTREMIST GROUPS. ATTEMPTS BY THE ISLAMISTS TO
INCITE TEACHERS AGAINST THE MINISTER FIZZLED WHEN HE
ANNOUNCED SEVERAL INCREASES IN BONUSES.

11. THE TEACHERS HAVE AN ELECTIONS SYSTEM UNLIKE ANY
OF EGYPT'S OTHER PROFESSIONAL SYNDICATES. ON FEBRUARY
22, THE 800,000 MEMBERS CHOSE 31 BOARD MEMBERS FOR EACH
"DISTRICT" COMMITTEE. ON MARCH 23, THOSE COMMITTEES
ELECTED 52 "BRANCH" SYNDICATE BOARDS AT THE GOVERNORATE
LEVEL (WITH HIGHER REPRESENTATION FOR CAIRO, GAZA, AND
ATEXANDRIA). THE FINAL STEP, THE APRIL 26 MEETING OF
THE GENERAL SYNDICATE BOARD, INVOLVED ONLY THE 1600
MEMBERS OF THE "BRANCH" SYNDICATE BOARDS, WHO IN TURN
ELECT 40 BOARD MEMEERS.

———————— — T ——— T —

12. SHARKIYA GOVERNORATE'S HOCKEY TEAM THIS WEEK WON
THE AFRICAN CHAMPIONSHIP FOR AN UNPRECEDENTED EIGHTH
TIME IN A ROW, AND RETURNED HOME TO A SILENT WELCOME:
NO SPOTLIGHTS, NO TV SPECIALS, AND BARELY A MENTION IN
EITHER THE ESTABLISHMENT OR THE OPPOSITION PRESS. THIS
RESOUNDING YAWN IN THE FACE OF A CONTINENTAL TRIUMPH
DEMONSTRATED, ONCE AGAIN, HOW ALL SPORTS EXCEPT SOCCER
ARE TIED FOR LAST PLACE IN POPULARITY WITH THE EGYPTIAN
PUBLIC. NEWSPAPERS REMAIN FILLED WITH ARTICLES ON THE
UNCLASSIFIED
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POSSIBLE ELIMINATION OF AHLI CLUE STAR HOSSAM HASSAN
FROM OFFICIALLY SANCTIONED COMPETITION FOR "BEHAVIOR
UNBECOMING" (SEE CAIRO WEEKLY HIGHLIGHTS APRIL 23-30).
SIMILARLY, THE EGYPTIAN OLYMPIC SOCCER TEAM'S ASCENT IN
AFRICAN COMPETITION AND IN QUALIFYING GAMES FOR THE
1996 ATLANTA OLYMPICS HAS DRAWN MASSIVE, GOAL-BY-GOAL
COVERAGE. AS ONE FAN RECENTLY PUT IT, "EGYPT HAS ONLY
ONE RIVER, SO WE NEED ONLY ONE SPORT."

TRIUMPHANT RETURN OF "THE IMMIGRANT"--

e — —

13. YOQUSSEF CHAHINE'S CONTROVERSIAL FILM "AL-MUHAGER"
(THE EMIGRANT), WHICH RECENTLY RETURNED TO EGYPTIAN
CINEMAS AFTER WINNING A BRUISING COQURT BATTLE, EMERGED
VICTORIQCUS AGAIN AT THE EGYPTIAN FILM ASSOCIATION'S
ANNUAL AWARDS CEREMONY THIS WEEK. FOLLOWING CHARGES OF
"PERSONIFYING" (TAGSEED) THE LIFE OF THE PROPHET
JOSEPH, THE FILM REAPED EIGHT AWARDS FOR BEST FILM,
DIRECTOR, PHOTOGRAPHY, MUSIC, EDITING, DECOR, AND
COSTUMES. THE POPULAR ACTOR, ADEL IMAM'S ROLE IN "AL
IRHABI" (THE TERRORIST) WON HIM BEST ACTOR AS WELL AS
THREE OTHER AWARDS FOR THE FILM. ONLY TWC OTHER FILMS
WERE RECOGNIZED: "DESIRES," AN "ADULT" DRAMA, WON BEST
ACTRESS AND SUPPORTING ACTOR; AND "THE PRESIDENT'S
VISIT," A SATIRE OF A 70'S DELTA VILLAGE WHICH GETS
DELUSIONS OF GRANDEUR UPON HEARING (INCORRECTLY) THAT
U.S. PRESIDENT NIXON WILL VISIT, WON 4 AWARDS.
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-=-AND A HEAVY DOSE OF POLITICAL CINEMA
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SUPPORTERS CLAIM THAT CRITICS OF THE BAN ARE SPURRED ON
BY "PROPONENTS OF NORMALIZATION" WITH ISRAEL AND GREEDY
TOUR COMPANIES. HIS OPPONENTS RETORT THAT THE TRAVEL
BEAN MIXES RELIGION AND POLITICS IN AN UNSEEMLY WAY.

18. DR. MILAD HANNA, PROMINENT UNIVERSITY PROFESSOR
AND LEFTIST POLITICIAN, HAS TAKEN A LEADING ROLE IN
CRITICIZING THE POPE'S STAND. WHILE ADMITTING HIS OWN
CONCERNS ABOUT NORMALIZATION, HANNA HAS DENOUNCED THE
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