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SUBJECT: CAIRO WEEKLY HIGHLIGHTS:
MAY 1-10, 1985

-- REPENTANT ISLAMISTS SAY: "KUL SENNA WA ENTA TAYIB"
-- THE MADANI CASE ONE YEAR LATER

-- ARAFAT MEETS THE MUSLIM BROTHERHOOD -- AGAIN

-- ACHILLE LAURO REVISITED: PUNISH THE USG

-- EGYPTIANS ON OKLAHOMA: MAYBE NOW AMERICA UNDERSTANDS
-- JIHAD GROUP ISSUES HIT LIST, CRITICIZES THE USG

-- TEACHERS VOTE FOR MCDERATION

-- EGYPT: A ONE-SPORT STATE

-=- POLITICAL CINEMA AND THE RETURN OF "THE IMMIGRANT"
-- HOW MANY CARS IN CAIRO?

-- TRAFFIC JAM IN THE COURTS
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-- RECURRENT RESHUFFLE RUMORS RESURFACE

--"RENDER UNTO CAESAR...": COPTIC CONTROVERSY CONTINUES.

REPENTANT ISLAMISTS SAY: "KUL SENNA WA ENTA TAYIB"

o ————————————

1. ON THE EVE OF THE THREE-DAY KUREAN BAIRAM HOLIDAY,
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ONE OF THE MOST FESTIVE OCCASIONS ON THE ISLAMIC
CALENDAR, CAIRO'S RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOODS ARE ECHOING
WITH THE PLAINTIVE BLEATING OF THE SHEEP WHO WILL PLAY
A CENTRAL ROLE IN THE FESTIVITIES. WHILE MANY MUSLIM
FAMILIES WITH SUFFICIENT MEANS HAVE PURCHASED A SHEEP
FOR THE TRADITIONAL SACRIFICIAL SLAUGHTER AT HOME, MUCH
OF THE MEAT WILL BE DISTRIBUTED TO POOR EGYPTIANS WHO
RARELY TASTE MEAT. BOTH CHRISTIANS AND MUSLIMS ARE
ALREADY GREETING EACH OTHER WITH THE TRADITIONAL WISH
FOR PROSPERITY THROUGHOUT THE YEAR: "KUL SENNA WA ENTA
TAYIB." THE GOE IS EXPECTED TO MARK THE OCCASION BY
RELEASING FROM PRISON ANOTHER 200-PLUS DETAINED OR
CONVICTED TERRORISTS WHO HAVE "REPENTED" THEIR PAST
MISDEEDS. SUCH RELEASES HAVE BECOME STANDARD GOE
PRACTICE AT HOLIDAYS OVER THE PAST YEAR.

2. APRIL 27 MARKED THE FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF THE DEATH
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OF LAWYER ABDEL HARITH MADANI, WHO DIED IN POLICE
CUSTODY UNDER CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH EGYPTIAN AUTHORITIES
HAVE NEVER FULLY EXPLAINED -- DESPITE REPEATED PUBLIC
PROMISES TO INVESTIGATE THE CASE AND PUBLISH THE
RESULTS. HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVISTS SEE THE CASE OF
MADANTI, WHO WAS NEVER CHARGED WITH ANY OFFENSE, AS
IRONCLAD PROOF THAT EGYPTIAN POLICE ROUTINELY TORTURE
DETAINEES. GOE OFFICIALS BRIDLE AT WHAT THEY SEE AS
INORDINATE CONCERN OVER THE RIGHTS OF TERRORISTS AND
THEIR ALLIES.

3. TO MARK THE ANNIVERSARY OF MADANI'S DEATH, THE
EGYPTIAN LAWYERS SYNDICATE AND THE EGYPTIAN
ORGANIZATION FOR HUMAN RIGHTS (EOHR) HAVE LAUNCHED A
CAMPAIGN CALLING FOR THE RELEASE OF 44 LAWYERS
ILLEGALLY IMPRISONED FOR PERIODS RANGING FROM THREE TO
FIVE YEARS. THE ALEXANDRIA BRANCH OF THE SYNDICATE
HELD A CONFERENCE MAY 4 CALLING UPON THE GOVERNMENT FOR
THE MUCH BELATED AUTOPSY REPORT ON MADANTI.
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