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SUBJECT: NEA PRESS GUIDANCE - 09/23/96

THE FOLLOWING GUIDANCE IS PROVIDED FOR POST'S INFORMATION:
LEBANON/ISRAEL: MONITORING GROUP MEETING
IRAQ/TURKEY: CILLER'S COMMENTS

IRAN/BOSNIA: FOREIGN FORCES
IRAN/BOSNIA: THIRD WORLD RELIEF AGENCY

LEBANON/ISRAEL: MONITORING GROUP MEETING

Q. WHAT CAN YOU TELL US ABOUT THE MEETING OF THE
MONITORING GROUP MEETING IN LEBANON YESTERDAY?

-- THE GROUP MET FOR SEVERAL HOURS YESTERDAY AND RECESSED
UNTIL TOMORROW BECAUSE OF THE JEWISH HOLIDAY OF YOM KIPPUR.
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IRAQ/TURKEY : CILLER'S COMMENTS

Q. WHAT DO WE THINK ARBOUT ALLEGED COMMENTS BY FM CILLER
TELLING SADDAM THEY WOULD DROP THEIR "SECURITY ZONE" IF HE
EXERCISED MORE CONTROL OVER NORTHERN IRAQ?

A. -- WE HAVE SEEN PRESS REPORTS THAT DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER
CILLER HAS SAID THAT TURKEY WOULD WELCOME THE RESUMPTION OF
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CENTRAL AUTHORITY OVER NORTHERN IRAQ. THE TURKISH
GOVERNMENT HAS SINCE ISSUED A CLARIFICATION OF THOSE PRESS

repolfd$ ELWIRE.com

-—- WE HAVE HAD SEVERAL OPPORTUNITIES RECENTLY TO REVIEW
WITH SENIOR TURKISH OFFICIALS THE SITUATION IN NORTHERN
IRAQ. SECRETARY OF DEFENSE PERRY AND ASSISTANT SECRETARY

OF STATE PELLETREAU HAD EXTENDED DISCUSSIONS IN ANKARA LAST
WEEK.

--= TURKEY AND THE UNITED STATES HAVE LONG SHARED CONCERNS
ABOUT PKK TERROR ACTIVITY OUT OF NORTHERN IRAQ AND THE NEED
FOR A MORE STABLE ENVIRONMENT THERE. WE WILL CONTINUE OUR
DISCUSSION WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF TURKEY AND THE IRAQI
KURDS ON HOW BEST TO DEAL WITH THAT THREAT IN LIGHT OF
OTHER CONCERNS, SUCH AS PROTECTING IRAQI KURDS FROM
REPRESSION.

-- TURKEY CONTINUES TO BE A FAITHFUL ALLY AND AN IMPORTANT
PARTNER IN OPERATION PROVIDE COMFORT. OPC OVERFLIGHTS
CONTINUE TO OPERATE FROM THEIR TURKISH BASE AS A DETERRENT
TO SADDAM IN NORTHERN IRAQ.
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IRAN/BOSNIA: FOREIGN FORCES

Q. DOES THE MUJAHEDIN PRESENCE IN BOSNIA REALLY NUMBER IN
THE LOOS AS CLAIMED IN RECENT PRESS REPORTS? HAS THE U.S.
DEMARCHED PRESIDENT IZETBEGOVIC ABOUT THIS? HAS THE U.S.
ASKED FOR THE REMOVAL OF HASAN CENGIC AS DEPUTY DEFENSE
MINISTER BECAUSE OF HIS IRANIAN TIES?

A. -- WE HAVE NO NEW EVIDENCE TO CONTRADICT THE PRESIDENT'S
CERTIFICATION IN JUNE THAT BOSNIA IS IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE
DAYTON ACCORD PROVISIONS ON FOREIGN FORCES. THERE IS NO
EVIDENCE THAT FOREIGN MILITARY UNITS ARE IN BOSNIA,

-- HOWEVER, THE UNITED STATES HAS EXPRESSED ITS CONCERN TO
THE BOSNIAN GOVERNMENT ABOUT THE PRESENCE OF SOME
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INDIVIDUAL FOREIGNERS IN BOSNIA. THEY HAVE TAKEN ACTIONS

IN RESPONSE TO OUR REQUESTS, INCLUDING INVESTIGATIONS BY
INTELWIRE.com

THE JOINT COMMITTEE ESTABLISHED IN SARAJEVO TO HANDLE SUCH

ISSUES. 1IN SOME CASES, WE ARE STILL WAITING TO SEE IF THE

ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE BOSNIAN GOVERNMENT WILL BE SUFFICIENT.

-— THE QUESTIONS OF WHETHER DEPUTY DEFENSE MINISTER CENGIC
SHOULD CONTINUE IN HIS POSITION IS ULTIMATELY A DECISION
FOR PRESIDENT IZETBEGOVIC, WHO IS AWARE OF U S. CONCERNS
ABOUT MR. CENGIC
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Q. Is THE U.S. TRYING TO DOWNPLAY THE MUJAHEDIN PRESENCE IN
BOSNIA TO PRESERVE THE TRAIN AND EQUIP PROGRAM? IS THIS A
COVER-UP FOR A FAILURE OF PART OF THE DAYTON ACCORD
PROCESS?

A. -- NO. AS WE HAVE STATED PREVIOUSLY, WE REMAIN VIGILANT
ON THE ISSUE OF THE PRESENCE OF FOREIGN FORCES IN BOSNIA.
WHILE WE HAVE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT SOME INDIVIDUALS REMAINED
IN BOSNIA ON A HUMANITARIAN BASIS AND ASSIMILATED INTO
SOCIETY, WE HAVE NEVER ACCEPTED THE PRESENCE OF HOSTILE
FORCES OR INDIVIDUALS.

-- WE HAVE BROUGHT SEVERAL RECENT CASES TO THE ATTENTION OF
THE BOSNIAN GOVERNMENT. THE JOINT COMMISSION IN SARAJEVO
CONTINUES TO INVESTIGATE THESE CASES. FURTHER, WE HAVE
RECEIVED THE ASSURANCES OF THE BOSNIAN GOVERNMENT THAT IT
WILL FULLY INVESTIGATE THESE INCIDENTS AND COOPERATE ON THE
REMOVAL OF ANY FOREIGN FORCES WHO MAY REMAIN.

-- ONE ASPECT OF THE TRAIN AND EQUIP PROGRAM IS TO REPLACE
THE IRANIAN INFLUENCE IN BOSNIA. WHILE WE HAVE MADE
SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS TO THAT END, THE PRESENCE OF SOME
INDIVIDUALS MAY THREATEN TO UNDERMINE THE TRAIN AND EQUIP
EFFORT. 1IN SUCH AN EVENT, THESE INDIVIDUALS SHOULD BE
IMMEDIATELY REMOVED.
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IRAN/BOSNIA: THIRD WORLD RELIEF AGENCY

INTELWIRE.com

Q. WHAT DO WE KNOW ABOUT THE THIRD WORLD RELIEF AGENCY?
UNCLASSIFIED
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WERE WE AWARE OF THEIR ACTIVITIES? WHAT DID WE DO ABOUT
IT?

A. -- WE HAVE SEEN REPORTS CONCERNING THE THIRD WORLD
RELIEF AGENCY.

-- IN KEEPING WITH OUR POLICY CONCERNING INTELLIGENCE
MATTERS, WE HAVE NO COMMENT ON ITS REPORTED ACTIVITIES.

-- AS WE HAVE STATED BEFORE, WE WERE AWARE THAT OTHER
COUNTRIES WERE INVOLVED IN SUPPLYING ARMS TO THE BOSNIAN
MUSLIMS BUT DID NOT SUPPORT THESE ACTIONS, EITHER DIRECTLY
OR INDIRECTLY.

-- TO OUR KNOWLEDGE, THE ARMS SHIPMENTS FROM IRAN HAVE
STOPPED.
CHRISTOPHER
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PLEASE PASS TO ALL PAOS USIA PLEASE PASS TO EEN AND WEU

E.O. 12958: N/A

TAGS: OPRC

SUBJECT: EUR DATILY PRESS GUIDANCE - SEPTEMBER 23, 19296

PARIS ALSO FOR USOECD, ROME ALSO FOR VATICAN, USVIENNA FOR USDEL
CSCE

1. THE FOLLOWING PRESS GUIDANCE WAS PREPARED AND
APPROVED BY THE BUREAU OF EUROPEAN AND CANADIAN AFFAIRS
AND OTHER SELECTED BUREAUS HANDLING ISSUES OF INTEREST TO
EUR POSTS FOR THE DEPARTMENT BRIEFING. QUESTIONS SHOULD
BE REFERRED TO CATHERINE SEVCENKO OR DAN SCHUMAN, EUR
POLICY AND PUEBLIC AFFAIRS.

Q: IS THERE SQUABBLING WITHIN THE CONTACT GROUP?
WHAT IS THE STATUS OF SANCTIONS?

A -- AS A/S KORNBLUM HAS SAID, THERE IS NO RIFT
WITHIN THE CONTACT GROUP.
UNCLASSIFIED
UNCLASSIFIED
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-- ALL THE MEMBERS OF THE CONTACT GROUP ARE IN
FIRM AGREEMENT ON THE BASIC PRINCIPLES AND
APPROACH TO SECURING COMPLIANCE WITH THE PEACE
AGREEMENT.

-- OCCASIONALLY MEMBERS OF THE CONTACT GROUP HOLD

DIFFERENT VIEWS ON THE SHORT-TERM TACTICAL
APPROACH TO A SPECIFIC ISSUE.
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CONTINUE NORMAL DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS WITH
INTELW&RE&Q‘&&T GROUP PARTNERS.

IF ASKED:
-- IT IS TRUE, HOWEVER, THAT WE FAVOR A MEETING

IN SARAJEVO OF THE THREE PRESIDENTS INSTEAD OF
A MEETING IN NEW YORK.

Q: WHAT IS THE STATUS OF THE LIFTING OF SANCTIONS ON
SERBIA?
A: -—- THE OSCE HAS NOT YET CERTIFIED THE RESULTS OF

THE ELECTIONS.

-- UNTIL THAT PROCESS IS COMPLETED, IT IS
PREMATURE UNDER THE TERMS OF RESOLUTION 1022
UNCLASSIFIED
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TO CONSIDER THE LIFTING OF SANCTIONS.

Q: DOES THE DOMINATION OF NATIONALIST PARTIES
JEOPARDIZE HOPE OF BOSNIAN UNITY?

Ar -= NO.

-— THE BOSNIAN ELECTIONS WERE A MULTI-PARTY
CONTEST AND EACH ELECTED BODY, INCLUDING THE
PARLIAMENT OF REPUBLIKA SRPSKA, HAS
REPRESENTATIVES FROM VARIQUS PARTIES, ENSURING
THAT MULTIPLE VOICES WILL BE HEARD IN FUTURE
POLICY FORMATION.
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Y PARTICIPATING IN THE ELECTIONS, ALL PARTIES

|NTELWH§E.Cﬂm'I'm5:IR COMMITMENT TO THE PEACE

PAGE 05

PROCESS AND THE UNITY OF BOSNIA AND
HERZEGOVINA.

WE FULLY EXPECT THAT ALL THE PARTIES ELECTED
TO GOVERNMENT OFFICE WILL FULFILL THEIR
OBLIGATION TO SUPPORT THE PEACE PROCESS.

LEADING BOSNIAN SERB POLITICANS HAVE RECENTLY
RESTATED THE SERB COMMITMENT TO COOPERATE
FULLY WITH THE OTHER PARTIES.
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WE AND OTHER MEMBERS OF THE INTERNATIONATL
COMMUNITY WILL REMAIN CLOSELY ENGAGED WITH THE
PARTIES TO SEE THAT THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT
STRUCTURES ARE MADE FUNCTIONAL AS QUICKLY AS
POSSIBLE.

THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT WILL PROVIDE A FORUM
IN WHICH THE PARTIES MUST COOPERATE IN ORDER
TO GOVERN EFFECTIVELY.

WHAT IS STATUS OF THE VOTE COUNT?

THE OSCE HAS ANNOUNCED THAT A VOTE
RECONCILIATION PROCESS OF ALL THE RACES
(PRESIDENTIAL, PARLIAMENTARY) WILL TAKE PLACE
TO IDENTIFY POSSIBLE ERRORS IN THE VOTE COUNT.

THIS PROCESS SHOULD BE COMPLETED BY SEPTEMBER
28TH.

CERTIFICATION OF THE ELECTIONS, INCLUDING THE

PRESIDENTIAL RACE, WILL NOT TAKE PLACE UNTIL
THE RECONCILIATION HAS BEEN DONE.
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INTEL\MIBE 2CPBEXAMINATION OF THE RESULTS IS
STANDARD PRACTICE, ESPECIALLY CONSIDERING THE
COMPLEXITY OF THIS ELECTION.
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IF PRESSED:
-- THE VOTE RECONCILIATION PROCESS IS NOT A

RESULT OF THE INTERNATIONAL CRISIS GROUP
QUESTIONING OF THE NUMBER OF VOTES CAST.

Q: WHAT DO WE KNOW ABOUT THE THIRD WORLD RELIEF

AGENCY? WERE WE AWARE OF THEIR ACTIVITIES? WHAT
DID WE DO ABOUT IT?

A: -- WE HAVE SEEN REPORTS CONCERNING THE THIRD

WORLD RELIEF AGENCY.

-- IN KEEPING WITH OUR POLICY CONCERNING
INTELLIGENCE MATTERS, WE HAVE NO COMMENT ON
ITS REPORTED ACTIVITIES.

-- AS WE HAVE STATED BEFORE, WE WERE AWARE THAT
OTHER COUNTRIES WERE INVOLVED IN SUPPLYING
ARMS TO THE BOSNIAN MUSLIMS BUT DID NOT
SUPPORT THESE ACTIONS, EITHER DIRECTLY OR
INDIRECTLY.

-- TO OUR KNOWLEDGE, THE ARMS SHIPMENTS FROM IRAN
HAVE STOPPED.
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Q. DOES THE MUJAHEDIN PRESENCE IN BOSNIA REALLY NUMBER
IN THE 100S AS CLAIMED IN RECENT PRESS REPORTS? HAS THE
U.S. DEMARCHED PRESIDENT IZETBEGOVIC ABOUT THIS? HAS THE
U.S. ASKED FOR THE REMOVAL OF HASAN CENGIC AS DEPUTY
DEFENSE MINISTER BECAUSE OF HIS IRANIAN TIES?

A. WE HAVE NO NEW EVIDENCE TO CONTRADICT THE
PRESIDENT'S CERTIFICATION IN JUNE THAT BOSNIA
IS IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE DAYTON ACCORD
PROVISIONS ON FOREIGN FORCES. THERE IS NO
EVIDENCE THAT FOREIGN MILITARY UNITS ARE IN
BOSNIA.

HOWEVER, THE UNITED STATES HAS EXPRESSED ITS
CONCERN TO THE BOSNIAN GOVERNMENT ABOUT THE
PRESENCE OF SOME INDIVIDUAL FOREIGNERS IN
BOSNIA. THEY HAVE TAKEN ACTIONS IN RESPONSE
TO OUR REQUESTS, INCLUDING INVESTIGATIONS EY
THE JOINT COMMITTEE ESTABLISHED IN SARAJEVO TO
HANDLE SUCH ISSUES. 1IN SOME CASES, WE ARE
STILL WAITING TO SEE IF THE ACTIONS TAKEN EY
THE BOSNIAN GOVERNMENT WILL BE SUFFICIENT.

THE QUESTION OF WHETHER DEPUTY DEFENSE
MINISTER CENGIC SHOULD CONTINUE IN HIS
POSITION IS ULTIMATELY A DECISION FOR
PRESIDENT IZETBEGOVIC, WHO IS AWARE OF U.S.
CONCERNS ABOUT MR. CENGIC.
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Q. IS THE U.S. TRYING TO DOWNPLAY THE MUJAHEDIN PRESENCE

IN BOSNIA TO PRESERVE THE TRAIN AND EQUIP PROGRAM? IS
THIS A COVER-UP FOR A FAILURE OF PART OF THE DAYTON
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ACCORD PROCESS?

A. INTELV\GLREEQIHE HAVE STATED PREVIOUSLY, WE REMAIN

VIGILANT ON THE ISSUE OF THE PRESENCE OF
FOREIGN FORCES IN BOSNIA. WHILE WE HAVE
ACKNOWLEDGED THAT SCME INDIVIDUALS REMAINED IN
BOSNIA ON A HUMANITARIAN BASIS AND ASSIMILATED
INTO SOCIETY, WE HAVE NEVER ACCEPTED THE
PRESENCE OF HOSTILE FORCES OR INDIVIDUALS.

WE HAVE BROUGHT SEVERAL SUCH RECENT CASES TO
THE ATTENTION OF THE BOSNIAN GOVERNMENT. THE
JOINT COMMISSION IN SARAJEVO CONTINUES TO
INVESTIGATE THESE CASES. FURTHER, WE HAVE
RECEIVED THE ASSURANCES OF THE BOSNIAN
GOVERNMENT THAT IT WILL FULLY INVESTIGATE
THESE INCIDENTS AND COOPERATE ON THE REMOVAL
OF ANY FOREIGN FORCES WHO MAY REMAIN.

ONE ASPECT OF THE TRAIN AND EQUIP PROGRAM IS
TO REPLACE THE IRANIAN INFLUENCE IN BOSNIA.
WHILE WE HAVE MADE SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS TO
THAT END, THE PRESENCE OF SOME INDIVIDUALS MAY
THREATEN TO UNDERMINE THE TRAIN AND EQUIP
EFFORT. 1IN SUCH AN EVENT, THESE INDIVIDUALS
SHOULD BE IMMEDIATELY REMOVED.
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Q: WHAT EFFECT WILL THE SHOOT-OUT BETWEEN SUSPECTED
IRA MEMBERS AND LONDON POLICE AND THE DISCOVERY OF
A LARGE CACHE OF EXPLOSIVES HAVE ON PEACE TALKS?

A: =-- THE UNITED STATES, LIKE THE BRITISH AND IRISH
GOVERNMENTS, DEPLORES ALL ACTS OF TERRORISM,
INCLUDING BOMBING CAMPAIGNS. THE ONLY REAL PATH
TO A STABLE POLITICAL AND ECONCMIC FUTURE FOR
NORTHERN IRELAND IS VIA THE ALL-PARTY TALKS
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ALREADY UNDERWAY IN BELFAST.

ANl Wb ENG@ N TaNDSs DIRECTLY IN THE PATH OF SINN
FEIN PARTICIPATION IN THOSE TALKS AND CONSTITUTES
THE SINGLE GREATEST IMPEDIMENT TO THE PEACE
PROCESS.

-- THE UNITED STATES CONGRATULATES UK AUTHORITIES ON
THEIR SUCCESSFUL DETERRENCE OF A MAJOR TERRORIST
ATTACK.

9. GREECE: SIMITIS REELECTED AS PRIME MINISTER

Q: WHAT IS YOUR REACTION TO CONSTANTINE SIMITIS'
RE-ELECTION YESTERDAY AS PRIME MINISTER OF GREECE?
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A: -- WE CONGRATULATE MR. SIMITIS AND HIS PARTY ON THIS

VICTORY.

-- PRIME MINISTER SIMITIS HAS PROVEN HIMSELF TO
BE A SERIOUS LEADER, DEDICATED TO IMPROVING
RELATIONS WITH HIS NEIGHBORS AND TO
STRENGTHENING GREECE'S TIES TO THE REST OF
EUROPE AND THE UNITED STATES. UNDER HIS
STEWARDSHIP, GREECE HAS TAKEN STEPS TO REDUCE
INFLATION, WHILE INCREASING GROWTH.

-- MR. SIMITIS HAS INDICATED THAT HIS NEW
GOVERNMENT WILL CONTINUE TC PURSUE THESE
OBJECTIVES IN ITS NEW TERM.

-- WE HAVE HAD A COOPERATIVE, POSITIVE
RELATIONSHIP WITH THE SIMITIS GOVERNMENT AND
EXPECT IT TO CONTINUE.

-- WE WOULD ALSO LIKE TO CONGRATULATE THE OTHER

PARTIES WHICH WON SEATS IN THE GREEK
PARLIAMENT IN YESTERDAY'S ELECTIONS.
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10: AZORES: PRIVATE PLANE DOWNING

Q: WHAT CAN YOU TELL US ABOUT THE DOWNING OF THE PRIVATE
PLANE PILOTED BY ALEXANDER CLARK WOODARD OFF THE AZORES?

A: ON MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, AMERICAN CITIZEN
UNCLASSIFIED
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ALEXANDER CLARK WOODARD RADIOED THE CONTROL TOWER
IN THE AZORES TO REPORT HE WAS EXPERIENCING ENGINE
FAILURE IN HIS SINGLE-ENGINE AMPHIBIOUS PLANE AND
THAT HE WAS PUTTING DOWN IN VERY ROUGH CONDITIONS
IN INTERNATIONAL WATERS APPROXIMATELY 500 MILES
OFF THE AZORES.

e THE PORTUGUESE BEGAN A COORDINATED SEARCH EFFORT
USING C-130S AND P3S AND NOTIFIED ALL COMMERCIAL
SHIPS IN THE AREA.

= WHILE SEVERAL ITEMS, SUCH AS BUOYS, HAVE BEEN
SIGHTED, THERE IS CONFLICTING EVIDENCE WHETHER
THEY WERE FROM THE WOODARD PLANE.

= SATELLITES HAVE PICKED UP SPORADIC SIGNALS AND
PLANES WERE DIVERTED TO THE COORDINATES INDICATED
(AT SOME DISTANCE FROM THE COORDINATES WOODARD
ORIGINALLY PROVIDED) WITH NO SUCCESS.

—— THE AMERICAN EMBASSY IN LISBON HAS BEEN WORKING
CLOSELY WITH THE PORTUGUESE GOVERNMENT WITH REGARD
TO THE SEARCH AND RESCUE EFFORTS.

- THE PORTUGUESE EXTENDED THEIR ASSISTANCE BEYOND
THE NORMAL 72-HOUR LIMIT. THEY CONTINUED THE AIR
SEARCH UNTIL 2330 SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, OUT OF
HUMANITARIAN CONSIDERATIONS. COMMERCIAIL SHIPS
CONTINUE TO BE ON THE LOOKOUT.

e IT IS OUR UNDERSTANDING THE PORTUGUESE GOVERNMENT
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