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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

Event: Interview of| [ ]

Date: November 5, 2003

Special Access Issues: None

‘9/11 Law Enforcement Privacy
Prepared by: Dieter Snell :

Team Number: 1A

Location: FBI Baltimore Field Ofﬁce

Participants — Commission: Dleter Snell Hyon Kl

FBI Representative: Bob Smton

SA| |was assxgned to the publlc corruptlon squad before 9/11
and became the case agent for the| pase within a‘week of the attacks. He held
that position until October ‘at whiich point he returned to his: .squad anq: took

over the Dcase. I has spent his entlre career w1th the FBI (6-7 years) on the
criminal side."™ : ;

vas present at the arrest and mmal 1nterv1ew ofD whichlgcut

off by asking for anattorney (who, at least initi ally, was the samé lawyer whom all of the
area material witnesses retained). $MSO worked w1th| Iof
Customs on the apphcatxon for a material withess warrant for] [ The Tnvestigation of

|grew out of the Route™] canvass. The area to WthH Jrere
assigried included the Hohday Inn; although no one'there recogmzed any of the hijackers,
|:1lwas identified as a suspicious character who: pald his bill in cash used/pay phones to
make telephone calls in Arabic; tepeatedly took the hotel shuttle to the NASA Space
Center without ever entering the Center; had no luggage and refused to allow cleaning
staff inside his. room when he wasn’t there | i ;

During addltmnal canvassing along Route 1, the Best Westem mana er claimed
to recall seengnd Hani Hanjour praying together i in the parklng lot. {:j
wasn’t present for this’ mtervxew) At Congtessional Alr, a fhght school, several people
thought they remembered Seeing- HanJour in the company: of sorjeone who looked like a
clean-shaven[__]- At the Kebab House (which the hijackers frequented), an employee
recalled Dequestmg perm1551on to. dlsplay a photo ofa decea sed Palestinian militant in
the store window. . - o . ,

The FBI began following Ia.ﬁer recewmg‘a t1p from an employee at the Avis
office in the Holiday Inn that|  |was exchingifg-a ren : ‘-.4 ,r another one. By this

time, the Bureau was aware of a warrant forl ’
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charge. The ensuing surveillance follq’Weithd:_‘the Denny’s restaurant parking lot,
where[_Jinexplicably tossed a wrapped remote car openér.into an empty dumpster.
Based on the suspicious nature of thig action, the agents feared that the opener might be
part of an IED, so they sent it to the FBI’s Engineering Research Facility in Quantico for
analysis. The item proved to be nothing more than an opener,and| - |]believes
the FBI identified the rental car to which it belonged. None of the cars[|rented
contained anything of significance. ?

A thorough, multi-agency workup of [ Jwas conducted by the FBI, IRS,
Customs, CIA and NSA, but only the Virginia stolen car arrest warrant turned up in the
way of criminal behavior. After arresting] _|on the warrant, the agents obtained his
consent to search his room, where they found an address book containing over 1000
phone numbers, including one for Osama Basnan. qlsees"l::fas someone who
wrote everything down, including contacts who provided him money and work as an
interpreter/facilitator for foreign visitors. Having arrived in the US as a student in the
early 1980s,:|simply never left the country; he lived here without any family. He
spent some time in northern Virginia, near Seminary Road, as well as in North Carolina
and South Carolina (where h¢ attended school).’ At the Holiday Inn, he said he was
waiting to “hear from my pepple” regarding some undisclosed employment.

is unéeﬁain about the GRF chéck recovered during the consent
search. :

It appears thatDvent to the same Kinkos as the hijackers. He also took trips
via hotel shuttle to various.malls, asking to be dropped off behind the stores. He ma
have had one or more phone numbers pertgining to the Saudi embassy.
contacted Bureau FCI agents familiar with Iraqi intelligence but failed to uncover
anything of substance. B
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