
To: Counterterr.P't'ism From: Denver (
Re: 266A-DN-(_ ~68, 06/24/2005 ~

On June 3, 2005, OCA advised Congressman Rohrabacher would
interview Nichols on June 6, 2005. FBI Denver requested FBIHQ-to
provide further logistical information to assist in coordinating
the interview with the ADX. DTOU relayed this informa~ion to
OCA. OCA subsequently advised the Congressman agreed to delay
the interview until June 10, 200.5.

ADX staff advised the ADX Warden had denied the C~ngressman
his interview on June 6, 2005.
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DTOU advised DAD Lewis via e-mail that DOJ and the u.s.
Attorney's Office in Denver

Itestify beforeLt~e~F~e-d~e-r-a~l~G-r-a-n~d~J~u-r~-----------r~
-n-T-O-lf-f-u-r-t--h-.e-r- :dJri :8: At:ornSJd ~ntended to t7"av

to ~nterv~ewl_ _ _ _ Land to =es~~onloo..- _
before the Fe era ran JuryI ~
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On June 6, 2005

e 0re t e Grand;.....::::..:::::.:::.......a...- ~r-I--------------..., the Grand Jury '-- ~-~~~---.I
.......~n~ge"=r~e~s:::-s~m~an~~o~r~a~a~c~e~r~· ad requested to intE?rview Ni.chols on

I
June 1~, 2005, and provided a written request to have Reporter

, Jnbw with MS~B~c prejent during'the interview.
Participants decide~wouldnot be permitted to be present
for the interview. Participants anticipated her being outside
the prison complex during the course of this inte~iew. The
Congressman's visit would be a non-contact visit with a Lexan
sheet (plexi-glass) between them. The interview would not be
recorded, and FBI Denver would' not provide Congressman

O 'cher with a copy of the Agent's notes. DOJ Attorney
would interview N'

5, and
before theL......e--..-e-r-a......-...r-a-n...--=:J=-u-ry-..------------------f--J

I I Congressman Rohrabacher WOll e permltted to interview
N1Cho s after 11:00 a.m. on Friday, June 10, 2005, and would have

l~~e~~:;i the facility by 4;00 Q'~~d :::t::::;~;:;:::: ~::: jf
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FBI Denver reviewed a
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To:
Re:

Counterter~~ism From: Denver
266A-DN~~ 168, 06/24/2005

On June 7, 2005, DCA advised via e-mail that DOJ had
canceled Congressman Rohrabacher's interview of Nichols on June
10, 2005, and established June 17 or June 20, 2005, as possible
interview dates.

Attor.ne~ lin
his upcoming interview

Federal Grand Jury in
conferred with Nichols'

et with ADX staff
Federal Grand Jur

On June 8, 2005, FBI
Colorado Springs~~~~~~~w-~

. On June 9,.2005, Attorney I Iprovided two letters to FBI
Denver. The first letter was written by Attorne~ I

I Ito the u.s. Attorneys Office, New York City, NewIYork,
requestin~ . The
second letter conta1ned a 1997 State of Oklahoma Grand Jury
report, ~egarding the Oklahoma Grand Jury's investigation of the
1995 Oklahoma City Bombing.
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On June 13, 200S j DTOU advised FBI Denver, via e-mail, that
Congressman Rohrabacher formally requested in writing on June 3,
2005, that Reporter I tbe present during his interview of
Nichols, and was provided a scanned copy of this letter.

be

On June 14, 2005, FBI Denver advised DTOU that June 20,
2005, was preferable as far as Depver's availability, but that
Denver would make whatever arrangements were necessary to
accommodate the Congressman. DTOU relayed thQ"CA, who
relayed it to DOJ. OCA also advised Reporter would not
present at-Nichols' interview. OCA subsequent yearned
Congressman Rohrabacher desired to audibly record the Nichols
interview, and DOJ was awaiting an opinion from BOP regarding
this request.
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To:
Re:

Counterter~ism From: Denver
266A-DN-~ 68 1 06/24/2005

FBI Denver contacted ADX staff regarding the interview
dates. ADX Warden Ron Wiley advised Denver that Monday was
preferable, as June 17, 2005, was a regularly scheduled
visitation day. This information was relayed to DTOU.

On June 15, 2005, FBI benver, DTOU, BOP, and DOJ
participated in a conference call pertaining to recording the
Congressman's interview with Nichols or having a stenographer
present to record the interview. Participants decided the
Congressman would not be permitted to audibly record or video
tape the interview, as the ADX's "practice n since the September
11, 2001, terrorist attacks has been to deny audio and/or video
recotding equipment inside the facility. If the Congressman did
not object to this provision, the matter would be dropped. If
the Congressman objected, DOJ would propose the compromise of
having a stenographer present to record the interview.

FBI Denver posed the following issues to DTOU: 1) If the
Congressman's Nichols interview was truly a "congressional
inquiry, If what was the investigative purpose of inviting the
media to the interview?; 2) If a stenographer were used would the
stenographer be a Bureau/U.S. Governmeht employee or someone we .
don't know?; 3) If a stenographer recorded.the interview, would
the Congressman be permitted to obtain a copy of the transcript?;
and 4) Would it be possible for the FBI to obtain a list of the
Congressman's proposed questions before the interview? DTOU
relayed these questions to OCA. DCA replied: 1) the
Congressman's inquiry was characterized as a congressional
matter, leaving it to his discretion who he invited to the
interview; 2) BOP would coordinate for the stenographer, but
would probably copsider FBI Denver's suggestions; 3) The FBI did
not know the timing for release of the tranScript; and 4)
Rohrabacher advised in writing that his focus was a foreign
connection and the identity of John Doe #2, so a request for
further clarification would cause more "angst. 1I

On June 16, 2005, OCA advised Congressman Rohrabacher would
arrive in Colorado Springs, Colorado, on June 20, 2005, at
approximately 10:45 a.m., and would then proceed to the ADX. He
would be accoIDranied by two staff members. He was informed
Report.erl·was not p~rmitted to be present for the interview,
and that he may not record the interview either audibly or
visually. There was no discussion regarding a stenographer.

DTOU advised Congressman Rohrabacher had reviewed, at FBIHQ,
additional video taken the day of the Oklahoma City Bombing. CTD
and·the Congressman entered into an agreement whereby the
Congressman agreed not to relay any new information developed
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To: Counterter~ism From: Denver r--.-.

Re: 266A-DN-( ~68, 06/24/2005 l

during his interview with Nichol~ to the mediq. until the FBI had
an opportunity to follow-up on the information.

On June 17, 2005, at approximately 11:20 a.m. MDT, Lt.
I I BOP, ADX, tele~bCDjCallV Dotjfjed jBI Denver that
Nichols sent a letter to SAL _ FBI Denver,
indicating he would only meet with the FBI, DOJ, a Congressman or
other representatives of the u.s. GOVCtl or with the media
if · ot present. L-t. faxed this letter to
SS~ FBI Denver, Colora 0 Springs Resident
Agency. SS elephonically notified A/SAC Thomasiii"---iiG...... _
Donlon and ASAC S arrell Gene Slone, FBI Denver I and ucl

I I CTD, Weapons of Mass Destruction/Domestic Terror~l~s~m~----
Operations Section, Domestic Terrorism Operations Unit (DTOU), of
this letter and faxed copies of the letter to each.

At approximately 1:00 p.m. MDT, the following
agencies/entities participated in a conference call regarding
this development: DTOU, Office of Congressional Affairs, FBI
Denver, DOJ Criminal Division, DOJ Legislative Affairs, BOP
Central Office, and BOP AbX. During this conference call,
participants decided to notify Copgressman Rohrabacher of
Nichdls~ desire to have his attorney present. DOJ Criminal
Division will notify the u.s. Attorney's Office, District of
Colorado, of this development and ask the USAO to seek a judicial
opinion as to whether Attorney' Icontinues to
represent Nichols for purposes of Congressman Rohrabacher's
interview. Participants also decided the addition of Nichols'
attorney did not create physical limitations necessitating an
alternative i~terview location. D0J participants concurred that
FBI Denver and BOP ADX eXpeditiously notified all nece~sary

parties of this development, and FBI Denver had taken all
appropriate and necessary steps to determine Nichols· legal
representation desires.

On June 20; 2005, DCA advised FBI Denver that Congressman
Rohrabacherts office contacted Nichols' attorney to arrange this
interview.

On June 21, 2005, DCA advised FBI Denver that DOJ
anticipated the Congressman would interview Nichols on Juhe 27,
2Q05, at a~ as yet undetermined time. OCA further advised
contact with DOJ Legislative Affairs suggested Nichols' attorney
would not be present for this interview. FBI Denver advised OCA
FBI Denver would be available for this interview on June 27 1

2005.
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To: countert~r:~~s~ From~ Denver
Re: 266A-DN-~ 58, 06/24/2009 r

ADX staff advised FBI Denver they received information that
Attorne~ lappointment did not cover Co~gressman
Rohrabacer i s ant~c~pated interview. ADX staff also expressed
concern with· .. .· .· . e

e.

1s·a so BU Ject to SAMs. FBI Denver advised ADX staff to relay
this concern through their chain of command, ultimately to DOJ.
FBI Denver ~elayed this information to OCA on June 21, 2005. FBI
Denver has not received notification from ADX staff or otherwise
that the date of Congressman Rohrabacher's interview of Nichols
has been changed because of BOP's concern. .

----~o~n~~June 23, 2005, ASsistant U.S. Attorney (AUSA)I I
__________ Denver, Colorado, advised FBI Denver that on June 17,

2005·" U. s. District Court; Judge Boyd Boland~ District of
Colorado, Denver, .verbally denied Nic~ols court~ap:Po:j.r::: :Ol1DSef
for his interview with Congressman RQhrabadher .. AUSA~.~~_ ~ I
notified DOJ Attorney I lof this same infor I o.
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