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examination because of MOe's requirement that Dr. Siddiq'~i

be strip-searched before any visit. At my request, Dr.
Cedrone has reviewed the psychological reports prepared by
MDe staff and prepared an analysis, a draf~ of which I have
reviewed, and the final version of which I will deliver to
the Court tomorrow. Based on the information i::1 the MOC
reports and anecedotal information, Dr. Cedrone is of 'the
opinion that "Dr. Siddiqui's mental condition has
deteriorated significantly since her confinement at MDC,"
and concurs with the MDC psychologist that Dr. Siddiqui is
nshowing signs of Post Traumatic Stress Disorder and other
acute mental disorders."

Dr. Siddiqui is comp:etely isolated from counsel,
psychological help, and her family. She is permitted one
telephone call to her family every 30 days and one legal
telephone call every two weeks, though M9C Legal Department
has facilitated weekly legal phone calls thus far.
Arrangements have been made for Or. Siddiqui to speak
weekly with a family friend and attorney, Farha Ahmed. Ms.
Ahmed is a Texas attorney and does not practice criminal
law. The week before last, Ms. Ahmed traveled from Texas
to visit with Dr. Siddiqui at ~DC. Consistent ,'lith her
refusal to be strip-searched, Dr. Siddiqui refused the
visit. In addition, Or. Siddiqui has to be strip searched
before she can call her family. She has refused to be
searched and continues to be totally isolated from her
family.

Dr. Siddiqui does not want to speak to me by
telephone. I have heard from Ms. Ahmed that Or. Siddiqui
does not understand the charges against her, and is being
poisoned against me by staff members at the MDe, who have
told her not to trust me. I do not know if this is true,
or if it is the product of Dr. Siddiqui's flental conditior-.
Because I cannot visit with Dr. Siddiqui, I cannot
establish trust or corrununicate effectively with my client.
Because the appointed psychologist cannot visit with Dr.
Siddiqui, we have no way of further evaluating her
psychological condition.

At this point, I do not believe that Dr. Siddiqui is
competent to participate in her own defense or to stand
trial in this case. Dr. Siddiqui requires further
evaluation inclUding examinations by medical professionals
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abdominal pain, and an eleva ted pulse. She has been ta ker:
out of MDe for a CAT scan, b~t a complete medical and
gyneco:ogical workup has not been done.

::::n her letter, Dr. Cedrone recoITiffiends t.hat Dr.
Siddiqui "be transferred to a less restrictive se~t~ng

where she would not be subj ected to strip searches and
where she could receive more extensive care for her medical
condition. u We share this opinion, and believe that the
ideal solution would be to transfer Dr. Siddiqui to the
prison ward at Bellevue Hospital. At Bellevue, Ms.
Siddiqui will receive medical and psychological care and
treatment, including treatment at its nationally recognized
Center for the evaluation and treatment of victims of
torture.

If I am to provide Dr. Siddiqui with the ef~ective

assistance of counsel and establish trust, there needs tc
be; a way for me to meet with her, share discovery, and
prepare for trial. It is imperative that a soluti.on be
found that will allow me to build a relationship with Dr.
Siddiqui, provide her with the expert care she needs,
investigate what happened to her during her five year
absence and prevent further psychological deterioration.

ThanK you for your kind consideration in this matter.

Respectfu~ly yours,

Elizabeth M. Fink
Attorney for Dr. Aafia Siddiqui
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