JESSE C. TRENTADUE

December 19, 2008

Via Facsimile, F-mail
and United States Mail

Honorable Patrick Leahy

Chairman, Senate Judiciary Committee
United States Senate

224 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Re: Mr. Eric Holder
Nominee for Attorney General

Dear Chairman Leahy:

You need to know that Eric Holder, now nominated to become Attorney General, played
a key role in covering up the torture-murder of my brother, Kenneth Michael Trentadue. You
also need to know that Mr. Holder did this while serving as Deputy Attorney General and Acting
Attorney General from 1997-2001.

This is not just my shocking opinion. It is also the opinion of many Americans. More
importantly, it is supported by the Justice Department’s records and actions that came to light as
a result of my family’s efforts to obtain a certain measure of justice for my brother’s murder.

Kenneth was killed in Oklahoma City in August of 1995. My family has spent-over 13
years investigating my brother’s gruesome murder, including bringing a wrongful death lawsuit
in federal court in 1997. In that case, the Justice Department hid and destroyed evidence that
would have exposed my brother’s murders, and we believe that Mr. Holder was directly
involved in those acts of obstruction of justice.’

To this day, however, despite the efforts of my family, numerous journalists, and
Congress, the Justice Department has been able to hide this terrible story -- and its culpability in

! Despite the destruction of evidence, the court awarded my family a $1 million judgment. We have
used that money to offer a $250,000 reward for the people who killed Kenney. That offer is posted at:
www.kmtreward.com . This site also contains the irrefutable evidence that my brother was murdered, which
evidence was kept from us by the Justice Department.
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the death of my brother Kenneth. More importantly, then Deputy Attorney General Eric Holder
was assigned to be the point man in blocking my family's efforts to bring my brother Kenneth
Trentadue's murderers to justice. Now, incredibly, President-elect Barack Obama has nominated
Eric Holder to be the new Attorney General.

The paper trail on Mr. Holder's actions is scant. However, e-mails and handwritten notes
by those working under Mr, Holder in the Justice Department have surfaced. These documents
paint a clear picture of a wide-ranging and cynical scheme, run directly by Mr. Holder, to quash
my family's efforts to have my brother's murder investigated, and to deflect congressional
oversight and media attention from the shocking circumstances of his death.?

According to these documents, a significant part of this plan involved Mr. Holder
convincing Congress not to inquire into my brother’s murder. The plan called for Mr. Holder to
meet with Senator Hatch on October 9, 1997, just prior to the Justice Department’s issuance of a
Press Release announcing that the federal grand jury supposedly “investigating” my brother’s
murder had failed to charge anyone with this crime.”

The stated purpose of this meeting between Mr. Holder and Senator Hatch was to defuse
Judiciary Committee oversight and media inquiry info the circumstances of my brother’s death.
In fact, one e-mail states that “we ain’t looking for press on this. Hill takes priority.”

But that meeting apparently did not go as planned by Mr. Holder, because the next day,
October 10, 1997, Senator Hatch gave an exclusive interview to Fox News in which he spoke out
against the results of the grand jury and the Justice Department’s handling of the case:

I met with the Deputy Attorney General just last night on this. . .. All of this
is very, very upsetting to a lot of people, including myself. Now, we haven’t
had a hearing on this lately because of the ongoing federal investigation.
But now that the federal people have completed their analysis of this and
their investigation, I think we will hold a hearing between now and the end
of the year and just see what we can do to get to the bottom of this. .. . There

?  Those e-mails and handwritten notes were produced by the Justice Department in my family’s

civil suit. They are attached as the “Tremtadue Mission,” which is the name given to the operation by
Mr. Holder and his team.

* 'What that Justice Department Press Release did no say, however, was that the grand jury had

secretly concluded in August 1997, and that Mr. Holder had immediately thereafter put in place a “roll out
plan” to control Congress and the media once the grand jury results became public. Mr. Holder’s team
reported to him that the “Trentadue mission” was “like coordinating the invasion of Normandy.” Those
e-mails also refer to “meeting with the deputy to discuss trentadue-does” and “trentadon’t.”
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is a lot wrong with this case and I hope somebody will get to the bottom of
it. But apparently the federal government hasn’t been able to dose....Yep,
it has the aroma of coverup. . .. And like I say, it does look bad. Somebody
has not told the truth here and some-body is, in my opinion, covering up. *

Now, these are not my words or spin on what the Senator said. These are direct quotes from the
then Chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee.

Senator Hatch was obviously unpersuaded by Mr, Holder’s entreaties not to inquire into
the circumstances of my brother’s death and/or how that crime was investigated by the FBIL. 1 say
this not only because of the Senator’s comments in the FOX News interview but also because
later that same day, October 10, 1997, Senator Hatch issued a Press Release announcing his
intention to schedule a hearing before the end of the year to “examine the facts surrounding the
death of Mr. Trentadue and the Department’s handling of the matter to date.”

That Judiciary Committee hearing never happened. It did not take place because
following Senator Hatch’s public announcement, at the apparent urging of Mr. Holder, a
delegation from the FBI approached Oklahoma Senator Don Nickles to ask for his assurances
that there would be no Senate oversight.

There were two such secret meetings between Senator Nickles and FBI representatives,
the first on December 4, 1997, and the second on January 23, 1998. We found out about these
meetings as a result of documents produced in my family’s lawsuit against the Justice
Department. Those documents reveal that both meetings had been approved by FBI
Headquarters and the Justice Departient. "

The first meeting lasted one hour and 45 minutes. Senator Nickles was not even a
member of the Judiciary Committee. Yet, he is reported to have promised the FBI delegation
“that it would be his decision whether a Senate inquiry into this matter would be conducted
. .. J]and] he was not inclined to initiate such a review.”

The foregoing record is troubling and raises many questions about the mind set and
actions of the Justice Department when Mr. Holder was Deputy Attorney General and Acting
Attorney General, including the maturity of those at the helm. Obviously, therefore, you and the

* We have what is believed to be the only surviving copy of that videotaped interview, which has
apparently never been aired.

* The official FBI reports of those two visits to Senator Nickles are attached as “Senator Nickles
Documents.”
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other members of the Judiciary Committee should inquire into these matters during Mr. Holder’s
upcoming confirmation hearing.

No one could be less suitable to uphold the principles of justice in America than Eric
Holder. And I would like the opportunity to appear before the Judiciary Committee to testify to

that fact.
Jebse C. Trentadue
JCT/da
cc! Judiciary Committee Members
Media

Fudiciary Letter.wpd
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Date: Saturday, September 13, 1997 ~ 3:37 pm
From: SMO01{MARGOLIS} :
Subject: query

eileen:i note on monday's calendar that you are meeting with ‘the
deputy to discuss trentadue-does that involve “EH@”?EEEEHEIEETE
WoTTIon to disqualify the u.8. atty and the civil division from
defending the u.s. in the civil suit? if sO0 i got a draft of
civil's response which they say they have to file on monday.

USA010 0252
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Date: 10/01/1987 07:41 pm {Wednesday)
From: Juliette N. Kayyem

To: orange.of21.SMO0O1IWINSTON

Subject: Trentadue mission. =

Thig is like coordinating the invasion of Normandy. We are on for
Monday; the declinationmemo is done. IsthisokwithEric's schedule (I
can call whoever does that.) I talkedto Faithand she 1sgoingto think

about the best way to approach Hatch, and possibly Dorgan, and I will
get back to you. Algo, we will be contacting the FBI and Jesse Trentadue
at the same time (about 2 hours before the press release.) Thanks, jnk

USA010 0244
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Date: Monday, October 6, 1997 “9:39 am
From: SMOO2(HARKINSA) .
Subject: . Trentadue -Reply

We rec'd a gimilar call from the Bureau on Friday nite. We are
coordinating with them, and may need help from you, John H, on

that front.
Andy, too, has been talking to Sen. Dorgan for months.
As of Friday, we hadn't seen the draft press release -- tho T

gather it's been circulated far and wide.

It will be very important to pull this thing together with cover
memo; talking points; “O&b given that.Sens. Hatchand Dorgan at -
éreaVERY:up'to.speed=onﬁthis:and*shouldJbgfffBEE%ﬁg;EE#igghgf
pIafi~ for calling other SeUALOYS; plam or calling staff;
possible letter to other Members who've written in; agreed upon
timetable that takes into account any after action expected ant

the fact that there are no votes in Senate until tomorrow which
means Senators won't be around; possible House votes tonight.

USA010 0266
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Date: 10/07/1997 03:40 pm (Tuesday)
Subject: Trentadue and the USAO

Bill -

Al hag informed the USAO about the roll-out plans. He has also asked the
USAO to contact the DA 1) to get the DA's request for our GJ material in
writing (sowe canattach it toourmotion) , and 2) to let the DAweigh in
on our plan todisclose non-6(e) material toHatch. NB: We just learned
that our FOIA shop often declines to disclose when we assert that
disclosure could impair a state criminal investigation even aftex out
investigation is closed.

Ricky
ce:  Al, Kevin, Sheryl

USA010 0264
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Date: Wednesday, October 8, 1997 11:25 am
From: SMO01 (MAYEREIL)
Subject: Trentadue

Faith: we've decided to wait to call CRT on the meeting this
afternoon until we can send along to them your list of issues
that need addressing. I want to give them a chance to see it
and be in a position to respond at the meeting. So the sooner
you can get it up to me, the better. We've set the meeting for
2:30 in your conference room. Thanks, Eileen

USA010 0273
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Date: Thursday, October 9, 1997 12:30 pm
From: SMO02(SCOTTFIN)
Subject: Call to Senator Dborgan

Senator Dorgan plans to leave the office tonight around 5 p.m.
to go to the Oricles game. He will be home between 5 and 6 p.m.
His office has told me that he can be reached by them if we call
the main office number between 5:30 and 6 --- 224-2551.

His staff gave me his portable phone #'552;351¥36ﬁ4; However,
this is an issue that probably should not be covered in such a
call.

If we do not reach him tonight, how do you want to handle the
press release?

USA010 0208
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Date: Thursday, October 9, 1927 12:50 pm
From: SMOO01 (MAYEREIL)
Subject: Call to Senator Dorgan -Reply

Nancy: thanks for this information. I agree that we need to
decide whether to release this tonight, despite our ability (or
lack thereof) to reach Dorgan. I think it's very important that
we reach out to the press before or at the same time that we
expect Trentadue to do so. That's my two cents worth. Let me
know what the people in OLA say. Thanks, Eileen

USA010 0260
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Date: Thursday, Octcober 2, 1597 1:22 pm
From: SMOOL1{MAYEREIL) .
Subject: Perhaps final Trentadue release... -Reply

what do you think the last sentence should say? Eileen

LS

USA010 0242
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Date: Thursday, October 9, 19987 1:54 pm
From: SMO01 (BAILEYRO)
Subject: Phone Message From Tom Kane

Caller: Tom Kane
Qf:
Phone:

Telephoned.

No further follow up is required. Our Director is fine where we
are. Sorry he missed you.

s

Usa010 0207
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Date: Thursday, October 9, 1897 2:28 pm
From: SMO02 (FOIS)
Subject: Call to Senator Dorgan -Reply

No press release without some kind of communication to Dorgan.
We aint looking for press on this. Hill takes priority.
S = e g
— .
A,

USA010 0233
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Date: Thursday, October 9, 1897 3:08 pm
From: SMO01 {MAYEREIL)

Subject: Call to Senator Dorgan -Reply -Forwarded

I get the message. Eut, does a phone call to his office tonight
after ERic gets back count as "some kind of communication?*

pr—

in

USA010 0235
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Bepartment of FJustice

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CR
THURSDAY, OCTORER 9, 1597 (202) 616~2777
TDD (202) 514-1888

JUSTICE DEPARTMENT CLOSES INVESTIGATION INTO TRENTADUE DEATH

Forwards Findings to Inspector General for Possible Action

WASHINGTON, D.C. -~ After an extensive investigation into
the death of Kenneth Michael Trentadue at the ?ederal Transfer
Center (FTC) in Oklahoma City, the Justice Department’s Civil
Rights Pivision today ended its probe, determining that the
evidence does not establish a violation of federal criminal law.

"We followed every lead, and we investigated every
allegation about potential misconduct by prison personnel in the
death of Kenneth Trentadue,” said Isabelle Katz Pinzler, Acting
Assistant Attorney General for Civil Rights. “After a lengthy
investigation, involving scores of interviews and volumes of
documents, we concluded that the evidence does not support a
federal prosecution.” | '

The Criminal Section of the Justice Department’s Civil
Rights Division, drawing upon the rescurces of the FBI in
Oklahoma City, opened an investigation into allegations that

Trentadue may have been the victim of a federal civil rights

crime. —
OFTIONAL FORM 89 {7-50)

FAX TRANSMITTAL + ot pogas >

" G jleen Moy -

Fhono ¥
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= o
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Trentadue, a federal prisoner, wag temporarily housed at the
FTC following his arrest for parcole vieclations. On the morning
of August 20, 1995, he asked to be moved out of the geﬁeral
population area of the facility and into protective custedy in
the segregated housing unit. During a scheduled cell count
shortly after 3:00 a.m., on August 21, 1985, Trentadue was found
hanging in his cell.

Career prosecutors from the Civil Rights Division gathered
veluminous documentary evidence aqd details from witnesses
regarding the facts and circumstances 5urrbunding the death.
Federal prosecutors worked with & grand jury in Oklahoma in
conducting a careful review of the evidence. During the review,
experts were consulted at the state and federal levels, and
scores of witnesges were interviewed, including prisoners,
correctional officers, prison officials, law enforcement
investigators, forensic experts and medical personnel.

The investigation into all allegations and potential leads,

-however, failed to establish credible evidence that any Bureau of

Prison personnel violated federal civil rights laws. Nor did it
establish evidence that was inconsistent with a conclusion that
Trentadue committed suicide.

This matter will now be referred to the Office of Inspector

- General to determine whether the conduct of any federal employee

in connection with the death of Trentadue and its aftermath may

have violated administrative rules and procedures. The Justice

{ MORE)

Usa010 0240
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Department will also work cooperatively with state and local
officials including the appropriate Oklahoma state district
attorney in their efforts to determine whether state criminal
laws were violated.

* ¥ #

87-423

USAQLO 0241
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Date: Thursday, October 9, 1997 $5:25 pm
From: SMO02 (MARLINMY)
Subject: Trentadue release is out...

————————

To all:

The Trentadue press release went out Thursday evening at about
6:45 PM, after Hatch, Dorgan and Jesse Trentadue were informed.

T —— ——

I spoke with the regional AP reporter and the Daily Okl. We
also faxed out the release to the 0K regional media, as well as
to our regulars.

I understand that, at this time, Jesse is already doing radio
interviews. He's basically saying our inquiry was a sham and
that now he'll work with the local D.A.

I will get everyone the final version of the release that went
out, and will also circulate any clips we obtain in the morning.

Thanks,

Myron

USA010 0202
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Date: Wednesday, December 3, 1897 8:24 pm
From: SMOO1 (LITTROBE)

Subject: Trentadue, trentadon't
R

Eileen -~

The AG made mention today of a letter that HAtch had written
about Trentadue, enclosing the name of a witness, that was
routed by Exec Sec to the IG for some reason. She wants to make
sure that it gets to the investigators. Can you make sure it

doesg?
Thanks.

Bob

ysa010 0271
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U.S. Department of Justice l

Office of the Deputy Attorney General

Washington, D.C. 20530
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

s

vrecedenca: ROUTINE Date: 12/05/1997

- Pes vépgwn_ - Attn:/ John E. Collingwood,
. Inspector In Charge
Criminal Investigative Atth: Color of Law Unit,

88& Demny Burkheszd

From: Oklszhoma City
Squad 1 : . .
Contacit: SAC Thomas M. Kuker, 405/230-3601

2pproved By: Kuker Thomas M
: Drafted By: Mab:gy John P:klsg % '
) . /
? Case ID #; e::‘dmg}

Title: ESTATE OF KENNETH MICHAEL TRENTADUE,
by CARMEN AGUILAR~TRENTADUE,
* . PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE;
ET AL VS UNITED STATES OF AMERICA;
ONITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE;
ET AL

Syneopsis: Documentation regarding = meeting on Decewmber 4, 1997,

' between SAC Thomas M.. Kuker, SSA John P. Mabry, and SA Tom Moon
Eng Linn,. FBI Cklzhoma City, and Senator Don Nickles, Republican-
Oklahowma, regarding the 1995 death of inmate Kenneth Michael
Trentadue at the Federal Transfer Centex in Oklahoma City,
Oklzahoma. . ;

Administrative: Reference SAC Thomas M. Kuke_ar, Cklahoma City
Division, telephone call to IIC John E. Collingwood, OPCA, on
December 3, 1397. — o

Detailsg: On December 4, 3997, at 8:00 a.m., SAC Thomas M. Kuker,
Oklahoma City Division, accowpanied by SSA John P. Mabry and SA
Towm Moon Eng Ldinn, met with Sepator Don Wickles, Republican-
- Oklahoma, at the Senator's Oklaboma office located at 409 South
Bostgn, Tulsa, Oklzhoma, 74103. ‘the purpose of the meeting was
~  to discuss certain issues regarding the death of inmate Kenmeth’
" Michael Trentadue zt the Federal Transfer Center in Oklzhoma

City, Oklahoma, which.occurred on hugust 21, 1933,

This mesting was zpproved in advance by FRIEQ, Office
of Public and cCongressional Affairs, on December -3, 1587, in
" referenced phone call.

For information, Senator Nickles visited the Federal
Transfer Center the previous day, December 3, 1357, accompanied
by Oklahoma City FBI agents and Bureau of Prison pefsonnel.
e o AGEnES opened. Trentadue's former cell, Cell 709A, for imspection

| | 2 0197
29473303, IPM . Exmmré: USADI
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To: OPCA Frof ., .lahoma City i
Re:i 197-HQ~-1Z%,3%., 12/05/1897

-

by the Senator and his staff. During the inspection, Senator
Nickles directed several guestions to FBI and BOP personmel.
Representatives from both agencies responded they had been
jinstructed by FBIHQ and DOJ not to discuss the case. Incensed by
this response, Senator Nickles held a press conference afterwards
outsida the FTC in which he denounced BOP, FEI and DOJ for their
lack of cooperation with his office. o

During the December ¢, 1997, meeting at Sepator,
Nickles' Oklzhowa office, the following issues were discussed:

+ Senator Nickles advised he had been briefed
regarding this case by the following individuals:
Oklahomz Medical Examiner Dr. Fred Jozdan; former
Pederal Transfer Center (FIC) Warden Thomas Kindt;
Oklahoma County District Attorney Bob Mady; Jegse James
Trentadue, brother of the decedent; and Jack Bowen, a
television news reporter with Channel 25, FOX, in
Oklahoma City (Bowen's reperts have emphasized cover-up
end incompetency in the investigation, and have relied
on information provided by Jesss Trentadue and the
Medical Exsminer's Office). Senator Nickles advised
that these briefings by the aforementioned individuals,
zs well as photographs provided to him, and his'visit
to the FTC, had raised serious guestions in bis wmind
whether the death of Trentadue was a suicide or
homicide.

+ . Senator Nickles was advised by -SAC Xuker that the
FBT was cooperating with the Oklahoma County District
Attorney's Office in their investigation of this
mabter, and plamned to release all materials gathered
in this investigation once suthority to do so had been
obtained. SAC Kuker also advised Senator Nickles that
it was his understanding that Chief U.8. District Court.
Judge David Russell, Western District of Cklahoma, hed
signed an order authorizing release of federal grand
jury materials to Mr. Macy. .

¢ SAC Kuker related to Senator Nickles that when he
transferred to the Oklzhoma City Division and first
viewed the Treantadue photographs he also had serious
concerns regarding the menner of death. SAC Ruker
explained that these questions, in his mind, were
answered by the extensive investigation which was
undertaken ip £his case, and that he was now convinced
Trentadue'd death was a suicide. -

+ . SAC Ruker then related to Senator Nickles the
depth of the investigation, including numercus

2

s L _ yspot2 G198

INTELWIRE.com



To: OPCA Frow  w<lahoma City . i
197-HO-121v 491, 12/05/1887 .

wt
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"

jnrerviews of guards and inmates regarding specific
issues such as Trentadue's state of mind, the reasons

he was moved to the Special Housing Unit (SHU), and his
behavior while confined there.’

+ SAC Kuker and Senator Nicklés discussed the
results of the autopsy report and the cause of death
which was listed as “Traumatic Asphyxia.” SAC Ruker
alse advised Senmator Nickles of the results of blood
spatter analysis conducted by an expert with the
Oklahoma City Police Department. SAC Kuker emphasized
that at this stage of the investigation, theré was Ffull
cooperation amongst the agencies involved in this
investigation, which included the ¥BI, the Mediesal
Examiner's Office, the Oklahoma City Police Department,
and outside experts. : ) .

+ ' SAC Kuker then reviewed for Senator Nickles the

i contents of a letter from Oklzhoma Medical Examiner Dr.
Fred Jordan to United States Attorney Patwick M. Ryan,
Wastern District of Oklahoma, regarding the results of
his completed autopsy report in the case of Kemneth
Michael Trentadue. This letter was dated on February
26, 1896. In that letter, Dr. Jordan stated that the
causa of death was “Trzumatic Asphyxiz” and the manner
was “Unknown.” . Dr. Jordan referred to the blood
spatter expert with the Oklzhoma City Police Department
as an individual whom he holds in the highest esteem,
and indicated this expert's opinion was that there was
no evidence to support the presence of any other
individual in the cell at the time Trentadue died. The
expert concluded that the blood stains present were
consistent with movements that, could be expected from
the inmate -inflicting wounds upon himself and then )
securing the fabric noose on the grill te hang himself.
Tn this same letter, Dr. Jordan commended the recent
work of Oklahoma City FBI Special Agent Tom Linn. He
noted that SA Linn gathered information previcusly
unavailable to his office, which was instrumental in
allowing the Medical Examiner’s Office to bring some
type of conclusion to the mattexr.

+ SAC Kuker znswered a number of specific questions
raised by Senator Nickles regarding the death scene,
‘photographs, lzcerations and contusions on the hody,
snd characteristics of the ligsture. SAC Kuker also
explained to Senator Nickles the various items of

evidence submitted to the laboratory, and the results
of those laboratory tests. 7This conversation included

ﬁ detzils regarding the blcood evidence, and the fact thab
3

yseRO-12 8199
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To: OPCA Froj  .lzhoma City - .
Re: 197-HQ-121,391, 12/05/1997

the blood found on various ite as 1 to
match Trentadue's. GAC Kuker acknowledged that one
item of blood evidence, a sheet, was pulrefied due to
improper. packaging, but the integwity of the cther
blood items was not affected. | . -

+ 4 at the conclusion of the meeting, which lasted 1
hour and 45 minutes, Senator Nickles advised that it
. would be his decision whether a Senate Inauiry into
: +his maffer would be concucted, He indicated that, =t
€his poimt ip time, he was pot inclined €0 imitiste °
such & review, Be staced Lhat he would contaet the
oOklahoma Medical Examiner's Offics and encourage thém
- o meet with the FBI to review all the evidence in the
cage. He alsc indicated he locked forward to Oklahoma
County District Attorney Bob Macy's review of this

mabter. -

\4 Senator Nickles thanked:the FBI for taking the
g time to meet with him regarding this matter, and he
expressed dismay at the Department of Justice's
reluctznce to zllow the FBI to brief him earlier. SaC
Kuker emphasized to Senator Nickles that the FBI would
be glad to meet with him and/or his coustituents in the
future to answer any further concerns regarding this

investigation.

For information of FBIHQ, on December 5, 1857, Oklahoma
‘City Division lesrned that on or about December 3, 1987, Senator
WNickles was azlso briefed on this case by Joe Heaton, Acting
United States Attorney, Western District of Oklahoma. Mr.

" Heaton's hriefing of Senator Wickles was with the approval of
DOT .,
+4
4
ysngo1z 6200
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ESTATE OF . KENNETH MICHAEL TRENTADUE,

AL T
Title H . KRS B w R
' by CARMEN RGUILAR-TRENTADUE, . 2 wii. s- <
PERSONAL PEPRESENTATIVE; . T -

ET AL VS UNITED STATES OF BMERICA;
UNITED STATES DE?ARTMENT¢QS;J§STICE;-;‘

ET 2L ,

Synopeie: ~Documentation regarding a meeting on January 23, 1588,
betwesn SAC Thomas M. Kuker, SSA Jobn P. Mabry, CDC Henxy C.
Givboms, ard 82 Tom Moon Eng Linn, FEI Oklahoma Cit Senztoy

Don Nickles, Republican-Oklahoma regerd] e 1995

ifmEte Kenneth Michael Trentadue at the Federal Transfer Cenmter. .
IR ORTERcSE Tity, Oklsahoma. ) ‘ . . o
Reference: 187-¥Q-1217391 Sexial 8

Petails: On January 23, 1988, at 8:30 a.m., SAC Thomas M. Kuker,
Oklahomz. City Division, accompanied by SSA John P. Mabry, CDC
Henry C. Gibbons, and SA Tom Moon Eng Linn, met with Senator Don
Nickles, RKepublican-Cklahoma, at the Senator's OlglaMma City
office located at 100 Noxth Bro?dway, Oklaggma City, (gk}ahgmaf
73102. The purpose of the meeting was Lo Q1SCUSS Certaln 18Sues
regarding thg égath of inmate Kemneth Michagel Trentadue at the
Federa i Trengrer Center in Oklanoma Caty, ULIEMOWE, 1 C
SETUFred on AUGUST 2L, 1995.

Pr L,

This meeting was prompted by 2 request fr?m‘Senator
Nickles® office for FBI personnel to respond to additional
questions which the Sepator had. Authorization to meet with
Senator Nickles was approved in advance by FBIHO, Office of
Public and Congressional Affairs, on December 2, 1997, z?.uz_::.r;g a
phone call between SAC Thomas M. Ruker, Oklahoma City Division,
and IIC MM. This was the second meeting between
FBI personnel and Senator Nickles regarding tl:us .case, The last
meeting was on December 4, 1927, at Senator Nickles'® Tulsa,

GSRO17 8639
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51 OBCR , Frofi. Unibhond CLtY
Re: 187-EQ-1217391, 01/28/’1993

A e A

Oxtshoms, ericel T I

During the Janudry 23,‘1995{;m§etiﬁg,witﬁ;Séﬁétp;y"q
Nickles in Oklahoma City, the follqying:;gsges:were'd;scugggd;ﬂﬁ

¢ o 'féééééér"ﬁickles referred to an article which

appeared in the

reporting thaﬁ“attorneys1£cr2thé}Trentadue?fémily_j.13
expected to receive new p@atographafand a video tape  *
whicﬁ,govexnmént‘official$,initial;y'claimg@“§iﬁ‘not _
Senator Nickles was informed ‘there werg no new
photographe;  the photo raphs WRic

exist.’

EVal =
which the GO & :h‘s
thYouchout this inv

- that BOP officials at

-

zliege that thé government clained ‘that thése 157 -
photographs and video tape did not - exist; however, this
Genial cannot be attributed to gny‘gqvernmeqt’oﬁficial.

€ * genstor Nickles inguired #¢ .to the FBI's current
riole in this matter. Ee. was advised the Department oI
Justice/Civil Rights Division and the Federal Bureau of
closed ‘their respective

Investigation have both

criminal cases.

suit filed by the Trentadue family.
adviged that an administrative inguiry was being

undertaken by the office of the Inspector General of
the Department of Justice,

tempte - L
cell’ on the morning of his ‘death, ‘blr that the camera
mzlfinctioned, ~This Ies 17in 2 video . from th
cameraswith<only three secondé of video footage showing
a2 wall area in the FIC.’ L th s o
footage from a previously recorded incident which is

2lso unrelated. Attorneys for the Trentadue femily

ulfed in’a'¥ideo tape from that

He was informed of the pending civil

4
-
z

Ea

9 o ¥ pmi b x -
Rorporrrr Blaking wiw
I

. 1 Lo e ey ™ oy e n
vz o, et By Tropoanudund

i ‘ananuazy 12; 19983 -

h are being made

he same photodraphs
 DOSERSSe an,;gtilizad;;““i

on. o He was further advised
ted to videotape Trentadue's'™

i

The rest of the tape has -

e

He was also

- ]

and that the Oklahoma County

Disgtrict Attorney's office was investigating this

matter.

.4 senator Nickles inguired as o when the FBI was
notified by the BOP of Trentzduets death. SA Tom Linm

explained the time jine for the date of Trentadue's
death to Senator Nickles.

This time line documents -

notification of the FBI by BOP, and the pertinent times

ralevant to jnvestigativ

e activity by the FBI.

+ Senator Nickles inguired as to why Trentadue was
transferred to the Special Housing Unit (SHD) prior to

his desmth.

genator Nickles was informed that witnesses

reported Trentadue attempted to instigate fights with

other inmates,

2
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then verbally, and in writing, reguested
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To; OPCA From: C. Ahqma_Cit§;:
Re: 197-HQ-1217391, 01/28/1998,

-
v

opposing accounts of the incident., I

e

v " - O P A .y n . © o, ot oK Yras g

+ : U Senator Nicklés'ipquired'regard@gg‘inmﬁ%e'cgrn@
R. Thornton, who' allegedly gave one acecount of 7%

Trentadue's behavior, the pight preceding his death to, .

the FBI, and a different account tojUésse"Trenta&uﬁ;:fhf

brother of the victim.. Senator Nickles was adviged the
FBI .interviewed Thornton in depth ‘and he provided a T}
detailed account of Trentzdue's behavior on the night -
preceding his death. This inmate was later interviewed
by Jesse Trentadue, who drafted a statement for the
inmate and asked him to sign it. ije'Tran;adueffémily
has publicly stated that these statements are not
consistaht’ana,have”shggasted the FRI's version is the
result cﬁ,coexcion,ané cover-up. In response to this,
"DOJ attorneys.conducted.their own interview of Thornton
with the FBI casé agent'presant._'In this second :
iﬁterview['Thornton.said4that"the statement ‘he signed -
Ffor Jesse Trentadue was drafred by Jesse Trentadue and,
ke {(Thorateon) recanted porticns of the information
contained in Jesse Trentaduets version of his
stztement. Senalol Nickles was advised the FBI hac
contact with Jesse Trentadue end had interviewed nim in
Gtah early in the case regaréing his concerns.

$ cenztor Wickles inguired regarding the F3I's
relationship with Cklahoma Medical Examiner Dr. Fred
Jordan and his investigator, Kevin Rowland. .
Specifically, Senator fickles wanted to know if the FBI
kad provided Dr. Jordan with the results of the

- investigation. Senator Nickles was advised that during
the grand jury investigation into this matter, the ¥BI
was dirested by the pepartment of Justice to provide
the Medical Examiner's Office with the grand jury €%
material regarding this case. Dr. Jordan was added to
the 68 list for this purpose. When SA bLinn tried to
give the material to Hr. Jordan, he refused to take it .
and publicly claimed the federal grand jury .subpoena
and evidence which was offered to him was for the
purpose of “shutting him up.” Senator Nickles was told
the FBI continues to work other investigative mattexrs
with the Medical Examiner’'s Office and that a new
Memorandum of Understanding regarding the Federal
Transfer Centel had been signed.

+ MM

QNanswere c:igggism,of the FBI, BOP &nd Department of
Justice regarding their handling of this case. He
Tived why Che €Xplanatioiie whiCh ne had received Lrom

the FBI in the past two sssrimgs-fad not been given in
AR

T ——— T

4

ysanti? neu?
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" To: OPCA From: + .shoma City
+ Re: -187-HQ-1217391, 01/28/1988

~

BN

.to . be transferred to the SEU.  -Senator Nickles was
informed a written transfer request signed by Trentadue

-

is part of the evidence in this casel~7Ib wag Torvrail

-emphasized ¢ Trentadue net placed in the
bassH on misconduct by Trentadue directed.at guards or

otBeT inmates, , = .o L Sl
M B ' tr - .

L e

" .
N

e 2T LT PRI AR . SR S
<" Senator Wickles dnguired regarding a statement b
an inmate that he observed bloody guard uniforms being
washed on or around the date of Trentadue's death. -
Senator Nickles was advised the FBI Jinterviewed this

inmate and attempted to corrcborate this information.

."The dnvestigation revealed-there wasg . a separate -

incident at a different time in which guards . forcibly.
removed an_inmate, from 2 cell to another location. :

That inmate covered himself with feces-and urine prior .

te the guards forcéd movement of 1}im to.another. cell.
It is believed the uniforms -described by the -inmate may

_ heve been the ones worn by guards . involved inthig 1. .

forced cell movement. B The inmate who made this'claim
refused to take a polygraph on the matter...

.Senator Nickles ingquired regarding the Emergency
Medical Technicians®: (EMTs) response to the. Federal
Transfer Center, and reports that they were turned
away. &A Linn explained that officials at the FTC did
call for EMTs to respond to the Federal Transfer -
Center. In the meantime, the FIC Physiclan's Assistant
determined that Trentadue was deceagsed. When the EMTs
arrived, they were informed the inmate was dead. The,
EMTs then departed the scene. Later, they were called
again under the mistaken belief they would transport
the body from the FTC. When they arrived, they advised
they do not transpori deceased individuals and the FTC
ghould notify the Medical Examiner's office. The EMTs
again left the FTC. The confusion regarding the EMTs
apparently resulted from & misunderstanding among BOP
personnel of internal policy and EMT services.

Senator Nickles asked about reports indicating a
Medical Examiner's investigator was not allowed access
to Tren &75 cell. seenator Nickles was informed that
Both the Medrcal Examiner's investigator and personnel
at the FIC were interviewed regarding this incident.
The Medical Examiner's investigator stated that she was

zllowed to view the scene through the closed door of
tge celd. personnel at the FiG ciaim they offered to
SOen the door for Lhe Megical pxamipner investigator,

ut Ehe said b was not necessary, Senator Nickles
understood the FBI's investigation yielded separate and

3
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LSA

-NickKles] ax copy o,da pressiﬁﬁlﬁasa*draggpd'ﬁ yiokl
- City ' Division for this: uurnvaﬂ,%ﬁw‘§égﬁfp i
" adviged .that” Oklahoma . City FBIY
" i{ssuing this pressi ‘release bY$ the
- and . FBIHQ based on; Jthe- fact, aéglt nalﬁ
pendxng.g 'Senator. N;ckles:quﬂthemg ho
- amended press release—wh;ch gBIHQswantedgcklahomaiclty‘

ito, release., Senator Wicklesiay d“that*the amenae&éa
version.was not sultableﬂfor ;

. Senator’ Nlckles was "oE T
”'explanatlons ‘béen made’ Dublﬁc~
could have been éxffuifd %

e At\the conclusxon 6f ;thexmeeting, enato;
thankea the FBI representatxvesiﬁaxﬂ;hgihgtimaﬁ%ﬁd
 redarding hisvghéstions. . He ‘algo T niiniie tine’had &'
aszgnmflcant role -in deterviinil ~whether

Tongrecsional reviev, ~act10new0u “mos 11ke1v POt
~ BETEECcEsaYy. . ‘ :
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