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Living Together
●

“You cannot live alone. Do not live alone, as the wolf eats up the lone sheep, and
Satan is close to the one who is alone and is farther from two who are together. So,
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if you live somewhere, live with at least one other person, and this one person
should be righteous.

Friends are like a row of connected test tubes: if liquid overflows in one tube, the
excess flows into the other tubes until there is an equal amount of liquid in all the
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tubes. Likewise, if you live with corrupt people, they will take away many of your
good deeds, and you will decrease and decrease and decrease until you are all

Are we Serious? on
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equal in status. You will definitely end up like these interconnected test tubes. A
group of friends are all like each other, and the longer the friendship lasts, the

M on How the
Believer Relaxes

closer the character and manners of each person in the group will be to the others.
Do not believe that a good person can live for long with a corrupt person, unless
the corrupt person improves and follows the example of the good person.

"Imam Ahmed" on
Living Together

This is why you should look for the good people, and a friend is like a chain: he will
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either drag you into Paradise or drag you into Hell. He will either cause you
problems or he will help you solve your problems…
●

After this, work on guarding your tongue, because most of the torture in Hell is
because of the tongue: “And will people be dragged on their faces into Hell
because of anything other than what their tongues have brought forth?”

After this, work on making good use of your time. Do not waste your time. Always
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try to bring about some benefit from your social gatherings. So, if you see people
talking about food, drink, telling jokes, etc., tell them: ‘Guys, I read a story today
to tell you about something that happened in Syria, or something that the Afghans
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did,’ or say: ‘What do you think about this hadith? I read the tafsir of this verse to
tell you about,’ etc. Benefit them in this gathering, and occupy them with

●

something that will benefit them. Sit down together and read the Qur’an, read the
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biographies of the Prophet ( )ﻡﻝﺱ ﻭ ﻩﻱﻝﻉ ﻩﻝﻝﺍ ﻯﻝﺹand the Companions, a simple
explanation of the Qur’an such as ‘Tafsir al-Jalalayn’ - a simple, general explanation
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- and read a simple book of Fiqh, especially regarding how to pray. Read the entire
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section on how to pray, such as ‘Fiqh as-Sunnah.’ Read in detail how to make
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wudu’, because it doesn’t make sense to sit for thirty years not knowing the proper
way of making wudu’, performing prayer, etc. - you pray while not knowing the
fundamentals of the prayer and wudu’, and you do not know the details of optional
fasting, etc. So, do all of this combined with good friends and a pure, truthful
intention.

●

And stay away from women (and likewise, women should apply the same for men),
as this is the source of all tribulation for those at your age, and in fact for those at
any age. Stay from women who are forbidden for you. It is an obligation for you to
stay away from them. Of course, all of the women in this land are forbidden for
you. It is forbidden for you to look at them, it is forbidden for you to sit with them,
it is forbidden for you to chat with them, and it is forbidden for you to be alone with
them. The heart cannot bear these things because the glance is one of Iblis’s

Two funny narrations regarding the
beard.
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poisonous arrows. Whoever lowers his gaze from what Allah has forbidden will be
given a sweetness by Allah that he will feel in his heart. But to look, to continue
looking, and to allow this arrow to strike you in the heart - not just an arrow, but a
poisonous arrow that poisons your heart - to let an arrow strike you day after day
after day, this will make your heart weak and unable to face the problems of life.
This is why you find a person who is drowning in desires to be weak-hearted…As for
the heart of the believer, his heart is strong and he isn’t affected by anything. His
heart is strenghtened by worship, and therefore does not become scared or shaky.
As for the heart of the sinner, you see it shaking. Why? Because the arrows have
killed him just like someone who has an ulcer in his stomach and cannot eat
because of it.

Work for Allah and stick together, and the more you work for Allah, the more your
souls will become strong and rise, and you will ascend rapidly upon the path of
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those who are ascending towards Allah. I advise you to recite the Qur’an everyday,
because the Qur’an is like water for a plant. It is the life of the heart, and the water
and life for the heart is the Qur’an…”

['at-Tarbiyah al-Jihadiyyah wal-Bina''; 5/35-36]
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al-A’mash: One Interesting Character
Posted in Original Compilations, The Words of the Salaf on October 16, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

One of the scholars who is most interesting to read about is the Tabi’i Sulayman bin
Mihran (died 148 H), also known as al-A’mash (one who has weak vision). alA’mash had quite an interesting personality, as he was very pious and
knowledgeable while also having a rough, sarcastic attitude that makes one smile
constantly while reading through his tarjamah.

Here are some funny incidents of his collected from ‘Siyar A’lam an-Nubala” (6/419434) and ‘Hilyat al-Awliya” (5/54-70):

1 - al-A’mash went out to some neighborhood one day, and some people came up
to him to ask him regarding Hadith. His companions said to him: “Won’t you
narrate to these poor souls?” al-A’mash replied: “Who would hang pearls on pigs?”

2 - Some people came to al-A’mash one day, and he came out of his house to greet
them, saying: “Were it not for the fact that there were people in my house that I
hate more than you, I wouldn’t have come out to see you.” Abu Dawud al-Ha’ik
asked him: “Abu Muhammad, what is your opinion on praying behind al-Ha’ik?” alA’mash replied: “No problem, as long as one doesn’t have wudu’.” He also asked:
“What do you say about accepting his testimony?” al-A’mash replied: “Only if it is
accompanied by testimony from two trustworthy people.”

3 - The governor ‘Isa bin Musa sent a notebook along with a thousand dirhams to
al-A’mash for him to write down Hadith in it. So, al-A’mash wrote: ‘ﻩﻝﻝﺍ ﻡﺱﺏ
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ﻡﻱﺡﺭﻝﺍ ﻥﻡﺡﺭﻝﺍ, ( ’ﺩﺡﺃ ﻩﻝﻝﺍ ﻭﻩ ﻝﻕIn the Name of Allah, the Beneficient, the Merciful:
Say: ‘He is Allah, One’) and sent the book back to him. He sent to him, saying: “Do
you think that I don’t know any Qur’an?” al-A’mash sent back, saying: “Do you
think that I sell Hadith?” He kept the money for himself.

4 - ‘Abdullah bin Idris said to al-A’mash: “What prevents you from getting a
haircut?” He replied: “The cuppers talk too much.” So, he said: “I will bring you to
a cupper who will not say a word to you until he finishes cutting your hair.” He
brought him to a Junayd, a cupper who was also a Muhaddith. So, ‘Abdullah warned
him not to talk to al-A’mash, and he agreed. However, when he had cut half of alA’mash’s hair, he said: “O Abu Muhammad, what is the status of the hadith of
Habib bin Abi Thabit regarding menstruation?” So, al-A’mash got up, screamed, and
ran away, sitting for a month with only half of his hair cut.

5 - A knowledgeable man with a long beard came to al-A’mash and asked him a
basic question about the prayer. So, al-A’mash turned to us and said: “Look at him!
His beard could carry four thousand ahadith, and he asks a question that the
children in school would ask!”

6 - It is said that al-A’mash had a son who was very slow, and he told him: “Go
buy a rope for us to hang our clothes on.” The boy asked: “How long do you want it
to be, father?” He replied: “Ten cubits long.” The boy then asked: “How wide do
you want it to be?” al-A’mash replied: “As wide as my bad luck with you!”

7 - Husayn bin Waqid was reciting Qur’an to al-A’mash, and asked him: “How do
you like my recitation?” al-A’mash replied: “Better than the recitation of any
disbeliever.”

8 - One time, al-A’mash got up at night and could find no water. So, he rubbed his
hands on the wall and performed tayammum and went back to sleep. He was asked
about this, and he said: “I am afraid to die without being in a state of purity.”
9 - One time, al-A’mash went out in the morning and passed by the mosque of Bani
Asad. They were about to start praying, and he went inside and prayed. The imam
recited ‘al-Baqarah’ in the first rak’ah, and recited ‘Al ‘Imran’ in the second. When
he finished, al-A’mash said to him: “Will you not fear Allah? Did you not hear that
the Messenger of Allah ( )ﻡﻝﺱ ﻭ ﻩﻱﻝﻉ ﻩﻝﻝﺍ ﻯﻝﺹsaid: “Whoever leads the
people in prayer should go easy, as there are those behind him who are
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old, weak, and have needs to tend to.”” So, the man said: “Allah Said: {“…and
it is heavy except on those who have khushu’…”} [al-Baqarah; 45] So, alA’mash said: “I am a messenger sent from those who have khushu’ telling you that
you are heavy.”

10 - One time, a soldier wanted to cross a river. He came across al-A’mash, who
was standing near the river, so he jumped on his back and had him walk through
the water. When he jumped on al-A’mash, he recited ‘Glory to Him Who has
provided this for us’ ( ﺍﺫﻩ ﺍﻥﻝ ﺭﺥﺱ ﻱﺫﻝﺍ ﻥﺍﺡﺏﺱ- the supplication for riding a
vehicle). When al-A’mash had gotten half way across the river, he threw the soldier
off of his back, recited {“…My Lord! Cause me to land at a blessed landingplace, for You are the best of those who bring to land…“} [al-Mu'minun; 29]
and left him in the river and ran away.

11 - One day, Shabib bin Shaybah and his friends came by to see al-A’mash, and
they stood at his door yelling: “O Sulayman! Come out!” From inside, al-A’mash
said: “Who are you?” They replied: “We are {“…those who call you from behind
the dwellings…”} [al-Hujurat; 4] So, al-A’mash replied: “And {“…most of them
have no sense…”} [al-Hujurat; 4]

12 - One time, he wore an inverted sheepskin, such that the wool was on the
outside. Someone said to him: “O Abu Muhammad, why don’t you wear it so that
the wool is on the inside? This would be warmer for you.” al-A’mash replied: “Why
don’t you go suggest this to the sheep?”

15 Comments »

How the Believer Relaxes
Posted in 'Abdullah 'Azzam on October 15, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

“…The stronger a person’s connection with his Lord becomes, the more he will feel
relaxed. This is why they said to Ibn al-Mubarak: “Who are the kings?” So, he
replied: “Those who abstain from the worldly pleasures.” They asked him: “Who are
the lowest of people?” He replied: “Those who eat with their religion,” meaning
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they are hypocritical with the people. So, they do this for a bite of food or a badge
of honor, or any other worldly gain. They asked him: “Who are the lowest of the
low?” He replied: “Those who ruin their religion in order to gain wordly benefit for
others.”

One of them would describe himself, saying: “We are in such a state of happiness
that if the kings and their sons knew of it, they would fight us with swords over it.”
So, our happiness is greater than the happiness of the kings! And if they knew of
this happiness that we had, they would fight us with weapons for it!

When Ibn Taymiyyah came into conflict with the ruler, the ruler said to him: “I
know that you see the people gathering around you, and this made you greedy for
my kingdom.” So, Ibn Taymiyyah replied: “Listen! By Allah, I would not pay a
single dirham for your kingdom!” Not a single one! But, the ruler is fearful for his
throne, and Ibn Taymiyyah is relieving him by telling him that he would never buy
his kingdom…

This is all the result of the happiness and honor that they were immersed in. Of
course, the people of the dunya do not understand any of this. They only
understand things in the context of the world they are living in, the cars they drive,
the money they have, etc…

Then, in addition to the happiness that immerses such a person…why does a person
become relaxed? A person becomes relaxed as the result of worship, because this
fills the empty space inside. That empty space that is reserved specifically for
worship becomes filled with it. So, a person becomes relaxed when he fills himself
with worship, just like when a motor is filled with oil…”

['at-Tarbiyah al-Jihadiyyah wal-Bina''; 5/26-27]

1 Comment »

Why Anas Rubbed His Hands With Oil
Posted in The Words of the Salaf on October 9, 2008 by Abu Sabaya
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I sometimes see brothers doing this, and I thought it was nice to find this narration
supporting it as a practice of the Companions. In al-Bukhari’s ‘al-Adab alMufrad’ (1012), it’s reported from Thabit al-Bunani that he said:

“When Anas would wake up, he would rub sweetly scented oil on his hands for
when he would shake hands with his brothers.”

This was authenticated by al-Albani in ‘Sahih al-Adab al-Mufrad’ (774).

Husayn al-’Awayshah commented: “This shows how eager they were to make their
brothers happy and pleasant.”

Leave A Comment »

The Rule of Interaction and Imitation
Posted in Ibn Taymiyyah on October 6, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

“…Allah fashioned the human, as well as every type of creature, to naturally
interact with similar creatures. The closer these two creatures are, the more they
will interact and become similar to each other in their manners and characteristics,
to the point that one would be unable to distinguish between them except in terms
of their physical appearance.

Since human beings are closest to each other, their interaction with and imitation of
each other is the strongest. Although not as strong, the closeness of humans to
animals is intermediate, and there must be interaction and imitation between them
to a certain degree as well. Although extremely weak, there is also a degree of
closeness between humans and plants, and there must also be interaction and
imitation between them to a certain degree.

Due to this principle, human beings are affected by each other in obtaining certain
manners and characteristics as the result of being close to and living with each
other. So, if a human lives amongst a certain type of animal, he will eventually
obtain some of that animal’s characteristics. This is why boastfulness is a
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characteristic of camel-herders, tranquility is a characteristic of sheep-herders, and
those who raise mules eventually develop some repugnant characteristics of mules,
and this is also the case with those who raise dogs. The same applies for animals
that spend much of their time around humans: you will find that they obtain some
of the characteristics of humans due their constantly being around them.

So, external closeness between creatures gradually and silently leads to internal
closeness between them. I have seen how the Jews and Christians who live
amongst the Muslims are not as severe in their kufr as those who don’t live
amongst them. Likewise, the Muslims who live amongst the Jews and Christians are
generally weaker in their faith than the Muslims who don’t…”

['Iqitida' as-Sirat al-Mustaqim'; 1/220]

2 Comments »

Keep Up the Qiyam al-Layl
Posted in The Words of the Salaf on October 3, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

Ramadan came and went, and the smart ones are those who will use it to keep up
the spirit of intense worship for the rest of the year. These are some narrations
from Ibn Muflih’s ‘al-Adab ash-Shar’iyyah’
showing how the night prayer was an integral part of the everday lives of the
people of knowledge in the past, whether it was in Ramadan or outside Ramadan,
whether they were on a journey or at home.

Chapter: How the People of Hadith Would Pray at Night With Concentration
and Humility

A man spent the night at the home of Ahmad, and he placed some water next to
his bed. The man said: “I did not get up to pray at night or use the water. So, when
I awoke, he said to me: “Why didn’t you use the water?” I became embarrassed
and didn’t answer, and he said: “Subhan Allah! Subhan Allah! I have never heard of
a student of Hadith who does not pray at night.”"
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The same incident occurred with another man, and he said to Ahmad: “I did not
pray because I am traveling.” So, Ahmad said to him: “You should pray at night
even if you are traveling! Masruq performed Hajj and would not sleep except while
he was prostrating.”

Taqi ad-Din (Ibn Taymiyyah) said: “This shows that it is disliked for a person
concerned with knowledge to not pray at night, even if he is on a journey.”

Bishr bin al-Harith said: “A person of Hadith should consider it to be like money,
marking five out of every two hundred.”

Sufyan said: “Do not learn what you don’t know until you act upon what you
already know.”

It was authentically reported from al-Hasan that he said: “A man would hear a
piece of knowledge, and he would learn it and act upon it, and this would be more
beloved to him than the world and what is in it.

Abu Ja’far Ahmad bin Badil said: “I saw us when we were writing down the Hadith,
and I could not hear anything except the sound of a pen or the sound of someone
weeping (because of his wish to act upon the knowledge he was writing).”

‘Abdullah bin Ahmad said: “My father would pray ‘Isha’, take a light sleep, then get
up to pray and supplicate until morning.”

Ibrahim bin Shimas said: “I knew Ahmad bin Hambal as a young child, and he
would stay up all night praying.”

['al-Adab ash-Shar'iyyah'; 1/169]

3 Comments »

Reflecting Over Punished Nations
Posted in Ibn Hajar al-'Asqalani, Original Compilations on September 11, 2008 by Abu
Sabaya
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‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar narrated that the Messenger of Allah ()ﻡﻝﺱ ﻭ ﻩﻱﻝﻉ ﻩﻝﻝﺍ ﻯﻝﺹ
and his Companions passed by al-Hijr, which was the location of the dwellings of
the people of Thamud. So, the Prophet turned to them and said: “Do not
approach the dwellings of these people who have been punished except
that you are weeping. If you will not weep while doing so, do not approach
them lest you be struck with the same punishment they were struck with.”

This was reported by al-Bukhari (433) and Muslim (2970).

In ‘Fath al-Bari’ (1/632), Ibn Hajar commented with the following:

“The motive for this fear is that weeping will push one to think and reflect. So, it is
as if he commanded them to reflect over things that one has no choice but to weep
over, such as Allah’s Ordainment that these people would remain upon kufr while
simultaneously allowing them to flourish and establish themselves on Earth, be
heedless for such a long period of time, and then have His Anger and extreme
punishment befall them, and He is the controller of the hearts. So, the believer can
never feel secure from his outcome being the same as this.

Reflection should also occur over how these people responded to Allah’s blessings
upon them with kufr and the failure to use their intellect to believe in Him and obey
Him. So, whoever passes by their dwellings and fails to reflect over what should
bring one to tears has imitated them in their actions, and this is a sign of the
hardness of his heart and lack of humility. So, such a person is not protected from
following them in their actions and thus being stricken with what they were stricken
with. With this, we have a response to the question of those who ask: how can the
punishment of the transgressors befall those who don’t transgress? This is because
such a person is not safe from becoming a transgressor and being punished for his
transgression.

This hadith also encourages taking oneself to account, as well as the prohibition of
living in the lands of those who were punished, and that one should proceed quickly
when passing by them. This was also indicated in the verse: {“And you dwelt in
the dwellings of those who wronged themselves, and it became clear to
you how We dealt with them…”} [Ibrahim; 45]“

In his commentary on ‘Sahih Muslim’ (9/266), an-Nawawi said:
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“This shows the encouragement of taking oneself to account when passing by the
dwellings of the transgressors and the places where they were punished. The same
applied to the Valley of Muhassar, as this was where the People of the Elephant
were destroyed. So, whoever passes by such places should engage in reflection
over his own actions, have fear, be weeping, and think about these people and
their fate, and he should ask Allah to protect him from that.”

al-Bukhari (3379) and Muslim (2971) continued to relate on the authority of Ibn
‘Umar that when the Companions arrived at al-Hijr, they drank from its wells and
used its water to knead dough. So, the Messenger of Allah commanded them to
spill whatever drinking water they had collected from these wells and to feed the
dough to their camels, and to instead drink from the well that the she-camel of
Prophet Salih used to drink from. an-Nawawi commented (9/266) by saying: “This
shows that they avoided the wells of the wrongdoers and instead sought the
blessing of using the wells of the righteous.”

Leave A Comment »

The Woman in the Locked House
Posted in Our Captive Sister on September 10, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

In ‘Mashari’ al-Ashwaq’ (2/239), Ibn an-Nahhas related from Abu Bakr bin al-’Arabi:

“Some of the rulers had made a pact with the disbelievers that they would not hold
any prisoners. So, a Muslim man one day travelled near their lands and passed by a
locked house. He could hear a woman calling from inside the house: “I am a
prisoner! Tell your companions about me!”

When he went back and told the people about this woman, the ruler did not even
let him finish the story. He immediately got up and walked on foot to the frontlines
until he freed this woman and conquered the area where she had been held
captive.”
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How Islam Came To Afghanistan
Posted in 'Abdullah 'Azzam on September 8, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

“…So, this area that we are in, Afghanistan, was subject to Persian Magian rule…
Badakhshan, the northern provinces, Juzjan, etc. all the way to Takhar and Herat.
Khurasan was part of the Persian empire, and Bukhara and Samarqand were all
part of the Persian empire. How did ‘Uthman conquer it?

Do you not see me guided after I was misguided * And I became a soldier in the
army of Ibn ‘Affan?

So, all of these areas were conquered in the era of ‘Uthman, and ‘Abd ar-Rahman
bin Samurah conquered Kabul during the era of either ‘Umar or ‘Uthman. In the
‘Sunan’ of Abu Dawud, it says: “‘Abd ar-Rahman bin Samurah narrated to us in
Kabul.” So, ‘Abd ar-Rahman bin Samurah conquered Kabul during the era of ‘Umar
or ‘Uthman, may Allah be Pleased with them both.

None of the populations that were conquered by the Muslims ever rebelled or
resisted them except the people of Afghanistan. The people of Afghanistan are very
stubborn, and it is not an easy task to make them submit. So, the Muslims
conquered it during the era of ‘Umar, and this was followed by a rebellion from
some of the tribes and the expulsion of the Muslims, and the Muslims had to return
later on and conquer Afghanistan a second time.

If the Afghans become convinced of an idea or belief, they are known to cling to it
very tightly and spread it. This is why they carried the religion of Buddhism and the
people of Afghanistan adopted it. There was no way to change them - Buddhism,
that was it, and this is why there is a huge statue of Buddha still standing in
Bamyan today.* They are the ones who spread Buddhism in the region - to
Pakistan and India. The Afghans are the ones who spread it…some tribes became
convinced of this belief and began spreading Buddhism.
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Islam then came, they became convinced of Islam, and they spread it throughout
the region. So, most of these areas adopted Islam through them, and Mahmud alGhaznawi invaded India seven times. He entered it and demolished their statue,
Shamnama, and after this, the Afghan people adopted the Hanafi madhhab…”

['Fi Dhilal Surat at-Tawbah'; p. 141-142]

[*] Obviously, that changed in March of 2001.

3 Comments »

Ramadan: The Month of Wala’ and Bara’
Posted in Original Compilations on September 1, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

Ramadan is a month of many things for the Muslims: it is a month of mercy,
forgiveness, blessing, worship, exertion, devotion, and discipline. In addition, it has
historically been a month that revived the concept of wala’ and bara’ in the
conscience of the believers in one way or another.

Firstly and most famously, the 17th of Ramadan 2 AH was the day of the first
decisive battle between Islam and kufr: the Battle of Badr.

On the same day (17th) of Ramadan six years later, the Messenger of Allah (ﻯﻝﺹ
 )ﻡﻝﺱ ﻭ ﻩﻱﻝﻉ ﻩﻝﻝﺍconquered Makkah along with 10,000 Muslim soldiers. That day,
he entered the Ka’bah and personally smashed each of the 360 idols he found
inside. Later that same Ramadan, he sent his Companions to destroy the other
idols worshipped by the Arabs: Khalid bin al-Walid was sent to destroy al-’Uzza,
‘Amr bin al-’As to destroy Suwa’, and Sa’d bin Zayd to destroy Manat.

The next year, upon his return from the expedition to Tabuk in Ramadan, the
Prophet sent a group of his Companions to demolish the Masjid ad-Dirar that was
built by the hypocrites.

In Ramadan of 92 AH, Tariq bin Ziyad led an army against the Gothic King Roderick
in the Battle of Guadalete. This was a battle in which the Muslims defeated an army
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of Goths eight times their size, initiating the Islamic conquest of Andalusia,
Southern Italy, and parts of France.

Ramadan of the year 584 AH marked victory for the Muslims in the Battle of Hittin,
in which Salah ad-Din al-Ayyubi laid waste to the army of the Crusaders, resulting
in his conquest of Jerusalem.

In Ramadan of the year 658 AH, the Mongols were dealt their first decisive defeat
in history at the hands of Sayf ad-Din Qutuz in the Battle of ‘Ayn Jalut, avenging
the deaths of the millions and millions of Muslims killed during the rape of their
lands.

The revival of wala’ and bara’ in Ramadan was also manifested in the mosques of
the Salaf during their prayers, as al-Imam Malik reported in his ‘Muwatta” (306):

ٍﻙِﻝﺍَﻡ ْﻥَﻉ ﻱِﻥَﺙَّﺩَﺡَﻭ، ِﻥْﻱَﺹُﺡْﻝﺍ ِﻥْﺏ َﺩُﻭﺍَﺩ ْﻥَﻉ، ُﻝﻭُﻕَﻱ َﺝَﺭْﻉَﺃﻝﺍ َﻉِﻡَﺱ ُﻩَّﻥَﺃ: َﺱﺍَّﻥﻝﺍ ُﺕْﻙَﺭْﺩَﺃ ﺍَﻡ، ْﻡُﻩَﻭ َّﺍﻝِﺇ
َﻥﺍَﺽَﻡَﺭ ﻱِﻑ َﺓَﺭَﻑَﻙْﻝﺍ َﻥﻭُﻥَﻉْﻝَﻱ

al-A’raj said: “I did not find the people except that they would be cursing the kuffar
in Ramadan.”

In ‘al-Istidhkar’ (2/72), Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr said:

“This shows that it is permissible to curse the kuffar whether or not they are
dhimmis. This is not obligatory. Rather, it is allowed for those who do it out of
hatred for them for the sake of Allah due to their denial of the truth and their
enmity to the Religion and its people…They would supplicate in the Witr of their
prayer in Ramadan and curse the kuffar in imitation of the Messenger of Allah when
he supplicated in his Qunut against Ra’al, Dhakwan, and Bani Lahyan, who had
killed his Companions at the Well of Ma’unah.

And Ibn Wahb narrated from Malik that the Qunut in Ramadan should be in the last
half of Ramadan, and it is the cursing of the kuffar. He curses the kuffar, and those
behind him say ‘amin.’

…and al-A’raj met a group of the Companions and the major Tabi’in, and this is the
practice of the people of Madinah.”

Also, on p. 32 of his treatise ‘Qiyam Ramadan,’ al-Albani mentions a narration of
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Ibn Khuzaymah’s (2/155) in which ‘Umar would appoint someone to lead the
people in prayer at night in Ramadan, and at the end of the prayer after the first
half of the month, the leader would make the following supplication:

ﻙﺩﻉﻭﺏ ﻥﻭﻥﻡﺅﻱ ﺍﻝﻭ ﻙﻝﺱﺭ ﻥﻭﺏﺫﻙﻱﻭ ﻙﻝﻱﺏﺱ ﻥﻉ ﻥﻭﺩﺹﻱ ﻥﻱﺫﻝﺍ ﺓﺭﻑﻙﻝﺍ ﻝﺕﺍﻕ ﻡﻩﻝﻝﺍ
ﻕﺡﻝﺍ ﻩﻝﺇ ﻙﺏﺍﺫﻉﻭ ﻙﺯﺝﺭ ﻡﻩﻱﻝﻉ ﻕﻝﺃﻭ ﺏﻉﺭﻝﺍ ﻡﻩﺏﻭﻝﻕ ﻱﻑ ﻕﻝﺃﻭ ﻡﻩﺕﻡﻝﻙ ﻥﻱﺏ ﻑﻝﺍﺥﻭ

The leader of the prayer would then invoke peace and blessings upon the Prophet,
pray for the Muslims for what was good, and then ask Allah’s Forgiveness for the
believers. After this, they would finish the supplication with the following:

ﻑﺍﺥﻥﻭ ﺍﻥﺏﺭ ﻙﺕﻡﺡﺭ ﻭﺝﺭﻥﻭ ﺩﻑﺡﻥﻭ ﻯﻉﺱﻥ ﻙﻱﻝﺇﻭ ﺩﺝﺱﻥﻭ ﻱﻝﺹﻥ ﻙﻝﻭ ﺩﺏﻉﻥ ﻙﺍﻱﺇ ﻡﻩﻝﻝﺍ
ﻕﺡﻝﻡ ﺕﻱﺩﺍﻉ ﻥﻡﻝ ﻙﺏﺍﺫﻉ ﻥﺇ ﺩﺝﻝﺍ ﻙﺏﺍﺫﻉ
After this, he would go into prostration.

So, these glimpses of the Muslims who came before us show that they treated
Ramadan as a month to revive the concept of wala’ and bara’.

3 Comments »
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“O Messenger of Allah! Indeed, I love you…”
Posted in The Words of the Salaf on February 10, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

‘A’ishah reported that a man came to the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him)
and said: “O Messenger of Allah! Indeed, I love you more than I love myself, and I
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love you more than I love my family, and I love you more than I love my children.
When I am at home and I think of you, I am unable to contain myself until I can
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come to you and look at you. When I think about my death and your death, I know
that when you enter Paradise, you will be raised to where the Prophets are. But, if I
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enter Paradise, I am afraid: will I be able to see you?”

So, the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) did not answer him at all until Jibril

"Imam Ahmed" on
Living Together

revealed to him: {“And whoever obeys Allah and the Messenger, then they
will be in the company of those on whom Allah has bestowed His Grace - of
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the Prophets, the truthful, the martyrs and the righteous. And how
excellent these companions are!”} [an-Nisa'; 69]
●
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Regarding the Expiation of Sins
Posted in Original Compilations on February 9, 2008 by Abu Sabaya
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There are two opinions on this matter: One group of the scholars say that the

S M T W T F S
Mar »

abandonment of major sins is a condition for the obligatory acts to expiate for the
minor sins. So, if any major sins are committed, this automatically prevents the
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minor sins from being wiped out by these obligatory acts.

The other group says that the obligatory acts wipe out the minor sins, even if major
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sins are committed (with the condition that one repents and does not consistently
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commit them), and that these texts show that the major sins are not so easily
wiped out by simply performing the obligatory acts.

●

In his tafsir of the verse {“If you avoid the major sins which you are
forbidden to do, We shall remit from you your sins, and admit you to a
Noble Entrance.”} [an-Nisa'; 31], the great Mufassir Ibn ‘Atiyyah considered the
second opinion to be the stronger one.

This was also the opinion of an-Nawawi, who said (‘Sharh Sahih Muslim’; 2/98):
“The meaning is that all sins will be forgiven (by performing these obligatory acts),
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except the major ones, as they are not forgiven in such a manner. And the
meaning here is not that the minor sins are forgiven if there are no major sins
committed, otherwise, the minor sins are not forgiven, as this - even if it is a
possible conclusion - is contradicted by the other ahadith. al-Qadi ‘Iyad said: “What
is mentioned here regarding the ahadith about minor sins being forgiven in the
absence of major sins is the madhhab of Ahl as-Sunnah, and that the major sins
are expiated either by way of repentance, or Mercy from Allah, the Exalted.”"

And Allah Knows best.
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The Battle Between Islam and Jahiliyyah
Posted in 'Abdullah 'Azzam on February 9, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

“…And all of Islam in Makkah was manifested in this issue: the issue of the battle
between Islam and jahiliyyah. There was no fasting, charity, pilgrimage,
inheritance, or anything else of the Shar’i mannerisms, such as drinking with the
right hand, the details of how to pray, or anything else. All of this was delayed by
the Lord of Honor until this believing group was nurtured upon the belief that was
settling in the depths of their hearts and running through their veins that there
could be no meeting point between Islam and jahiliyyah, and that the fires of this
conflict would never be put out so long as there was a truth to uphold, and so long
as there was a falsehood that existed, and these two situations can never cease to
exist.

This is a battle.

●

Blog Stats
❍

Whoever wishes to understand it clearly as it is, as if he is receiving the Qur’an as it
was revealed, and to take part in the battle that it is fighting - the battle that it
fought the first time around - he must read ‘Fi Dhilal al-Qur’an.’ Whoever does not
read Sayyid Qutb’s tafsir in ‘Fi Dhilal al-Qur’an’ will not be able to grasp the depths
of this battle, for many reasons. From them is the fact that the man who wrote this
book was relaying to the people these events from the midst of the conflict, and
from the depths of the battlefield. He wrote these words while he was watching the
hangman’s noose being tightened in front of his very eyes. So, he wrote them while
he was free of all fears, and free of all the burdens of the dunya - no job, no wife,
no children, no connection to the burdens that pull one to this Earth. He wrote
them while he was bidding the dunya farewell, and everyone who reads the tafsir of
‘al-Baqarah,’ ‘Al ‘Imran,’ ‘an-Nisa’,’ ‘al-Ma’idah,’ ‘al-A’raf,’ and walks with them - in
the second printing onwards - will realize that the one who wrote these words is not
from the people of this world. Rather, he is bidding this world farewell with these
words, and is giving it a departing wave with these words.

Because of this, many people read books, read explanations of the Qur’an, read the
words of Ibn Kathir, at-Tabari, and other than them, and they are never able - and
I am saying this to you as a professor of Shari’ah, and I know more than you, and I
understand this issue more than you do - they are unable to understand the Qur’an
as it was revealed, nor are they able to partake in the battle for which Allah
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revealed it - not just in the era of the Messenger of Allah, but in every era, and in
every place.

This Qur’an is the Book of Allah that was revealed to fight a battle against the
enemies of Allah: {“…and strive against them with it a great struggle…”} [alFurqan; 52]

And it is a must for the people to understand the Book of Allah, why it was
revealed, and with whom these texts are dealing with. And some people think that
these texts fought a battle, played their role, and that it is no longer possible to
utilize this way of looking at things, or to move forward with these rules to fight the
battle of today, which is as if it were the same battle that was fought by the
Messenger of Allah.

So, I advise you and myself to read ‘Fi Dhilal al-Qur’an.’“

['at-Tarbiyah al-Jihadiyyah wal-Bina''; 3/6-7]

Leave A Comment »

Ten Statements from the Salaf On Love and Hate for
Allah’s Sake
Posted in The Words of the Salaf on February 9, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

These are collected in al-Ghazzali’s ‘Ihya’ ‘Ulum ad-Din’ (2/195 onwards):

1 - ‘Umar bin al-Khattab said:

“If one of you is blessed with affection from his brother, he should hold onto that as
tightly as possible, as it is quite rare for one to be blessed with this.”

2 - ‘Umar also said:

“Nobody is given anything besides his Islam better than a righteous friend.”
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3 - ‘Ali bin Abi Talib said:

“Tend to your brothers, as they are your sustenance in this world and the next. Do
you not hear the saying of the people of Hell: {“Now, we have neither
intercessors nor close friends to help us!”} [ash-Shu'ara'; 100-1]?”

4 - ‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar said:

“By Allah, if I fasted all day without eating, prayed all night without sleeping, spent
all of my wealth in the Path of Allah, died the day I died, but had no love in my
heart for those who obey Allah, and no hatred in my heart for those who disobey
Allah, none of this would benefit me in the least.”
5 - ‘Abdullah bin Mas’ud said:

“If a man were to stand for seventy years worshipping Allah between the Yemeni
Corner and the Maqam of Ibrahim (at the Ka’bah), he would still be resurrected on
the Day of Judgement with those whom he loved.”
6 - Ibn as-Sammak said, on his deathbed:

“O Allah! You Know that, even if I had disobeyed You, I loved those who obeyed
You! So, make this for me a means of nearness to You!”

7 - Mujahid said:

“Those who love each other for Allah’s Sake, when they smile at each other, their
sins fall from each other, just as the leaves fall from a tree before the winter.”

8 - al-Ghazali said, commenting on the saying of the Prophet: “The
strongest bond of faith is to love for Allah and to hate for Allah”:

“Because of this, it is a must that a person have those that he hates for Allah’s
Sake, just as he has friends and brothers that he loves for Allah’s Sake.”

9 - Abu Hurayrah said:

“The slave will be brought between the Hands of Allah - the Exalted - on the Day of
Resurrection, and Allah will Say to him: ‘Did you love one of my awliya’, so that
I can join you with him?’“
file:///D|/Files/Database/=%20Americans/mehanna-blog-10.htm (5 of 17) [12/11/2008 6:37:46 PM]

http://www.intelwire.com

INTELWIRE

2008 February « A Resource of Translated Islamic Texts

10 - al-Hasan al-Basri said:

“Being harsh against a fasiq brings you closer to Allah - the Exalted.”

1 Comment »

“I know exactly who you are…”
Posted in The Words of the Salaf on February 9, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

Abu Bakr said: “Let not any Muslim belittle another Muslim, for the lowest of the
Muslims is great in the Sight of Allah.”

Wahb (bin al-Munabbih) said: “When Allah Created the Garden of Eden, He
looked to it and said: “You are forbidden for every arrogant person!”“

al-Ahnaf bin Qays used to sit with Mus’ab bin az-Zubayr on his sleeping mat and
talk. One day, he came to find Mus’ab extending his feet forward, so, he pushed his
legs aside to make room for himself to sit. When he saw the signs of displeasure on
Mus’ab’s face from this, he said: “How strange is the son of Adam! He is arrogant
while he was originated from an organ that transports urine!”

al-Hasan (al-Basri) said: “I wonder at the son of Adam! He uses his hand to
wash himself from his waste once or twice a day, yet he seeks to compete with the
All-Mighty?”

Muhammad bin al-Husayn bin ‘Ali said: “The heart of a person is never afflicted
with the slightest bit of arrogance except that his intelligence and sanity is
decreased because of that in accordance with how much of that arrogance has
entered his heart.”

Sulayman was asked about a bad deed that cannot be wiped away with a good
dead, so he replied: “Arrogance.”
‘Umar bin ‘Abd al-’Aziz went for Hajj before he became the khalifah, and Tawus
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saw him walking with a slight swing in his walk that he thought looked boastful. So,
he went up to ‘Umar and nudged him in his side, saying to him: “Is this the walk of
one whose stomach carries waste?”

Muhammad bin Wasi’ saw his son acting boastful, so, he called him over and
said: “Do you know who you are? As for your mother, then I purchased her for a
mere one hundred dirhams. As for your father, then may Allah not increase his
likes amongst the Muslims!”

Mutraf bin ‘Abdullah saw al-Muhallab walking in a new overcoat he had bought,
looking pleased with himself. So, he said to him: “O Abu ‘Abdullah! This is a type of
walking that is hated by Allah and His Messenger!” So, al-Muhallab said to him: “Do
you have any idea who I am?” So, Mutraf replied: “I know exactly who you are:
your beginning is in the form of a tiny clot of sperm and egg, and your end is in the
form of a rotten corpse!” So, al-Muhallab abandoned that type of walking from then
on.

['Ihya' 'Ulum ad-Din'; 3/400-402]

Leave A Comment »

How Many People Did the Prophet Ever Kill?
Posted in Ibn Taymiyyah on February 9, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

“…And bravery is defined by two things:

a) the strength and firmness of the heart in the face of fears, and
b) physical strength when fighting, such that one can kill with immense force and
magnitude.

The first is the definition of bravery. As for the latter, it indicates physical strength
and ability, and not everyone who possesses physical strength has strength of
heart, and vice versa.

Because of this, you may find that it is said regarding a man who kills many
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people: ‘He would do this if he had with him those who could guarantee his safety.’
But, if he becomes scared, he is stricken with cowardice, and his heart becomes
detached. And you would find the man with a firm heart who has not killed many
people with his own hands firm in the face of fears, going forth in the face of
hardships, and this is a characteristic that is required by the commanders, leaders,
and forerunners of war, more so than the other, as the forerunner, if he is brave
and firm at heart, will go forth and remain firm and will not be defeated, and his
supporters will fight alongside him. If he was a coward and weak at heart, he will
be humiliated, will not go forth, and will not remain firm, even if he is physically
strong.

And the Prophet was the most complete in regards to this bravery that is
appropriate for the commanders in war, and he did not kill with his hand
anyone except Ubayy bin Khalaf. He killed him on the day of Uhud, and did
not kill anyone else with his hand before or after this.“

['Minhaj as-Sunnah an-Nabawiyyah'; 8/78]

6 Comments »

Rubies and Fire
Posted in The Words of the Salaf on February 9, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

Abu Ayyub al-Ansari narrated:

“A bedouin came to the Messenger of Allah and said: “O Messenger of Allah! Verily,
I love horses. Are there horses in Paradise?” The Prophet answered: “If you enter
Paradise, you will be given a two-winged horse made of rubies that will
carry you and take you wherever you want to go.”“

['Silsilat al-Ahadith as-Sahihah'; # 3001]

Abu Hurayrah narrated:
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“The Messenger of Allah said: “If there were one hundred thousand or more
people in this mosque with one of them being a man from the inhabitants
of Hell who took one breath, then this breath of his would cause the entire
mosque to burn up along with everyone in it.”“

['Silsilat al-Ahadith as-Sahihah'; # 2509]

Leave A Comment »

The Benefits of Jihad
Posted in 'Abd ar-Rahman as-Sa'di on February 9, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

“The Jihad of this Ummah is a struggle that is legislated in the Book and the
Sunnah, and it has two great and necessary benefits: The first of them: repelling
the aggression of the aggressors against Islam and the Muslims, whom if it was not
for them, all religions would have been wiped out:

{“For had it not been that Allah checks one set of people by means of
another, monasteries, churches, synagogues, and mosques, wherein the
Name of Allah is mentioned much would surely have been pulled down.”}
[al-Hajj; 40]

{“Permission to fight is given to those who are fighting them because they
have been wronged, and surely, Allah is Able to give them victory.”} [alHajj; 39]

The second of them: kindness towards all of the creation by spreading the religion
that they are obligated to follow, from other than which they will find no happiness
or success, and calling those who are to be held accountable to that which they
were created for: the worship of Allah without any partners, and the abandonment
of all things which contradict or oppose this.

And this is the purpose of benefiting and being kind to the creation:

{“And fight them until there is no more fitnah and the Religion will all be
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for Allah Alone.”} [al-Anfal; 39]

…and this is from the greatest of qualities of Islam, since the goal of the Jihad in
this din is not simply control of the creation or bringing them under the submission
of other creation, nor is the goal death and destruction, nor is it oppression under
the guise of justice (as it is the goal of the wars fought by those who have strayed
from the correct religion). And because of this, its results have differed from other
than it: so, the results of the Jihad of Islam are the spreading of justice and mercy
and goodness and happiness and success and righteousness, and the results of
other than it are death and destruction and enslaving the creation and oppressing
them in regards to their blood and wealth and lives.”

[Taken from ‘Majmu' al-Fawa'id wa Iqtinas al-'Awabid']

Leave A Comment »

A Grave and Mistaken Understanding That Must
Be Corrected
Posted in Abu Basir on February 9, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

Praise be to Allah, Alone, and may prayers and peace be upon the one after whom
there is no Prophet.

As for what follows:

For a long time, I have been noticing a mistaken attitude held by some of the youth
who carry zeal and enthusiasm for the affairs of Jihad, where you would see them –
out of emotion, fanaticism, and ignorance – rejecting every statement – even if
correct – that goes against that which the people of the frontlines and Jihad are
upon. In their eyes, the truth is that which the people of the frontlines and Jihad
are upon, even if they might do that which is in opposition to the Book and Sunnah.
It is unacceptable to them for it to be said of a fighting Mujahid that he made a
mistake, and that the correct opinion is such-and-such. It is as if they are saying
that the Mujahidin are infallible and can never make mistakes, whether they have
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knowledge or do not have knowledge. They do not accept any statement or opinion
– even if true and correct – from anyone who is not fighting – even if he is from the
people of taqwa and knowledge – against he who is fighting, even if he is prone to
ignorance and mistakes!

So, the Mujahid, as long as he is fighting, is always upon the truth and that which
is right, and anyone else who might go against him – even if they are from the
people of knowledge, virtue, and taqwa – then, they are always mistaken and upon
falsehood!

Sometimes, they reject the clear texts of the Book and Sunnah – out of the desires
of their own souls, and out of the desire to blot out the truth – under the pretense
that they are upon the opinions of the Mujahidin and the people of the frontlines!
Their proof for all that has been mentioned is their incorrect understanding of
Allah’s Saying: {“And those who strove hard in Our Cause, We shall guide
them to Our Paths, and verily, Allah is with the good-doers.”} [al-'Ankabut;
69]

So, they say that this is a proof that Allah – the Exalted – took it upon Himself to
guide the fighting Mujahidin to the paths of truth and correctness, in exclusion to
everyone other than them. Therefore, if there is a dispute between them and
others, then the truth is automatically and unrestrictedly with them, and those who
differ with them are upon falsehood. They say this without even investigating the
proofs and evidences of both sides, and which side’s opinions and statements are
more in accordance with the proofs and intents of the Book and Sunnah!

This is a mistaken understanding of the noble verse and its intended meaning, as
what the majority of the people of knowledge and Tafsir are upon is that what is
intended by His Saying {“And those who strove hard in Our Cause…”} is those
who strive hard against themselves in seeking the Pleasure of Allah, and force
themselves to adhere to the commands, and force themselves towards obedience,
going against their desires, and seeking knowledge - thereby loving the truth,
commanding the good, and forbidding the evil. And what they use as a proof for
this intending meaning is that this verse was revealed in Makkah – i.e., it was
revealed before the legislation of and permission to engage in fighting.

Here are some of their sayings on this issue:
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Ibn ‘Atiyyah al-Andalusi said, in his explanation of this verse: “It was revealed
before the well-known (physical) Jihad. Rather, it is in reference to the general
Jihad of following the Religion of Allah – the Exalted – and seeking His Pleasure.”

as-Suddi, and other than him, said: “This verse was revealed before the obligation
of fighting.”

al-Hasan al-Basri said: “This verse is referring to the worshippers.”

Ibn ‘Abbas, al-Hasan, and Ibrahim bin Adham said: “It is referring to those who act
upon what they know.”

Abu Sulayman ad-Darani said: “The Jihad mentioned in this verse is not limited to
fighting. Rather, it is any form of giving victory to the Religion, repelling the
spreaders of falsehood, dominating the oppressors, commanding the good and
forbidding the evil, and from it is to struggle against the soul in the obedience of
Allah.”

And ad-Dahhak said: “The meaning of the verse is that those who struggled by
making hijrah will be guided to the paths of firmness upon faith.”

And Ibn Kathir said, in his ‘Tafsir’: “{“And those who strove hard in Our
Cause”} means the Messenger and his Companions, and those who follow them
until the end of time.”

And Ibn Abi Hatim narrated from ‘Abbas al-Hamdani: “{“And those who strove
hard in Our Cause”} are those who act according to what they know, and Allah
will guide them to what they do not know.”

ash-Shawkani said, in his explanation of this verse: “{“And those who strove
hard in Our Cause”} meaning: those who strove for Allah, seeking His Pleasure,
hoping for what is with Him of good, We shall guide them to Our Paths, i.e., the
path that connects to Us.”

al-Alusi said, in ‘Ruh al-Ma’ani’: “{“And those who strove hard in Our Cause”}
are those who strove in Our Affair, and for Our Sake, and sincerely seeking Our
Face. And the term ‘mujahadah’ encompasses both the outer and inner enemies,
and all of their types.”
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And from the people are those who interpret the term ’strove’ to mean only Jihad,
and leave the phrase ‘We shall guide them’ upon its apparent meaning. as-Suddi
said: “The meaning is that those who strive firmly upon faith, We shall guide them
to Our Paths to Paradise. And it is said that the meaning is that those who strove in
battle, We shall guide them to the paths to martyrdom and forgiveness, but, what
was mentioned first is more correct.”

al-Qurtubi said: “{“And those who strove hard in Our Cause”} meaning:
fought against the disbelievers, seeking Our Pleasure. And as-Suddi and others said
that this verse was revealed before the obligation of fighting. Ibn ‘Atiyyah said that
it was before the well-known Jihad, and that it is a general striving in the Religion
of Allah, and seeking His Pleasure.”

And we do not deny that from the people of knowledge and Tafsir are those who
included striving and fighting against the enemy in the Path of Allah in the meaning
of {“And those who strove hard in Our Cause”}, and from the Salaf are those
who said: “If you see the people differing, then it is upon you to look to what the
people of the frontlines are doing.” However, what we do reject and do not accept
is the limitation of the meaning of the verse to the Jihad of fighting, in exclusion to
all other types of Jihad, especially since we now know that the verse was revealed
in Makkah, before the legislation of and permission for Jihad of fighting.

And from what also supports this meaning that we lean towards is His Saying:
{“And have taqwa of Allah, and Allah Teaches you, and Allah is
Knowledgeable of all things.”} [al-Baqarah; 282], and the taqwa of Allah is
more general than striving and fighting against the enemy, as it includes Jihad
against both the enemy and the soul, and forcing it to be submissive, obedient, and
conforming – both inwardly and outwardly – to the texts of the Shari’ah. Therefore,
Allah – the Exalted – will Teach one and increase him in knowledge and virtue,
making him a proof against others, in accordance with how much that person fulfills
the obligation of taqwa – according to its general meaning – in himself.

And what can also be used as proof is the Saying of Allah: {“And it is not for the
believers to go out to fight all together. Of every group of them, only a
party should go forth, so that those who are left behind may get
instruction in the Religion, and so that they may warn their people when
they return to them, so that they may be aware.”} [at-Tawbah; 122] So, this
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noble verse showed that the group that remained with the Messenger of Allah,
seeking knowledge and understanding (fiqh) in the Religion from him – may the
peace and blessings of his Lord be upon him – and did not go out to fight, they are
the ones who taught and explained the Religion to those who went out to fight
when they returned to them, since they were taught by the Prophet. In other
words, the one who sits back from Jihad to seek knowledge, he teaches and
provides explanation to those who go out to fight in Jihad when they return to him.

Likewise, we say: the four Imams – Abu Hanifah, Malik, ash-Shafi’i, and Ahmad,
may Allah have Mercy upon them – were not of the people of Jihad – in its military
sense – and they were not of the people of the frontlines. Despite this, they were
the references for the Ummah in terms of knowledge and Fiqh, and their opinions
and statements are still references for the Ummah all over the world, and the
people – including those manning the frontlines – all acknowledge their knowledge
and understanding, and nobody says that their statements are rejected because
they did not spend a single day in Jihad or on the frontlines!

Conversely, al-Hajjaj bin Yusuf ath-Thaqafi was of the people of Jihad and the
frontlines, and many of the enemy’s lands were conquered by his hands. Despite
this, he is only remembered negatively, and is associated with oppression and
tyranny, and nobody says that one should take knowledge or Fiqh from him – let
alone claim that he was more knowledgeable than those who were not on the
frontlines, such as the four Imams and other than them!

Likewise, it should be said that infallibility is only for our Prophet (peace and
blessings be upon him), and anyone other than him – be they from the people of
the frontlines, or not from them – may be right or wrong; one can take from them
in situations, and not take from them in other situations. And in the case of there
being difference and dispute between the people, what is the flawless criterion?
What is the reference that should serve as the judge during differing and dispute?

The answer is known to all: the Book of Allah, and the Sunnah of His Prophet, as
He Said: {“And if you differ in anything amongst yourselves, refer it to
Allah and His Messenger, if you believe in Allah and in the Last Day. That is
better and a more suitable interpretation.”} [an-Nisa'; 59] and He did not say
‘refer it to the people of the frontlines.’ Rather, He Said: {“…refer it to Allah and
His Messenger, if you believe in Allah and in the Last Day…”} i.e., if you are
truthful in your faith. And if you do not refer it to Allah and His Messenger, then this
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is a proof of your false claim of being a believer in Allah and the Last Day.

Allah also Said: {“But no, by your Lord, they can have no faith until they
make you the judge in all disputes between them, and find in themselves
no resistance to your decisions, and accept them with full submission.”}
[an-Nisa'; 65]

It can also be said, as a result of our travels throughout the lands, that we have
found many of the Mujahidin and people of the frontlines possessing many habits
and behaviors that go against the teachings of Islam. And thanks to Allah, it has
been made possible for the author of these words to be from the first – if not the
first – of those who traversed the land of Jihad in Afghanistan in the year 1981, and
from what I saw there was that from the Mujahidin fighters were those who would
hang charms and amulets containing pictures, images, and polytheistic words. They
believed – out of ignorance – that these would help and protect them, and repel
harm from them. Similarly, they would turn to graves when supplicating, and seek
blessings from these graves, among other false practices.

The question that begs to be asked is: is it permissible – according to the Shari’ah
– to remain silent regarding these evils and false practices under the pretense that
these are people of Jihad and the frontlines, and that they are more knowledgeable
and understanding, and that it is not allowed for those who are not fighting or on
the same level of Jihad as they are to advise them and command them to good and
forbid them from evil?

I do not think that anyone in their right mind would say this, let alone one who has
knowledge of the Religion and its rulings, and respects himelf, his religion, and his
intellect. We have come across clear-cut proofs from the Book and Sunnah that
encourage this form of advising, and commanding the good and forbidding the evil
– without differentiating between one group or another, or one group of the people
of knowledge in exclusion to another. Everyone is upon a frontline of the frontlines
of Islam, and it is upon everyone to protect the frontline that he has been made
responsible for.

Allah Said: {“And who is better in speech than one who calls to Allah, does
good deeds, and says: ‘I am one of the Muslims’?”} [Fussilat; 33]

And He also Said: {“And say: ‘Act! For Allah, His Messenger, and the
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believers shall See your actions, and you will be returned to the world of
the Unseen and the Seen, and you will be informed of that which you used
to do.’”} [at-Tawbah; 105]

In conclusion, what we consider to be most correct according to the evidences in
the texts of the Qur’an and Sunnah is that a person should try his best to have true
taqwa, act according to his knowledge, oppose his desires, and be far away from
that which is forbidden. He should take it upon himself to engage in both inner and
outer Jihad in order to conform to Islamic teachings in regards to every aspect of
his life – this includes fighting the enemy with weapons, if he is able. He should
make his life completely for Allah, the Lord of the Worlds, and should be one who
commands the good, forbids the evil, advises the Muslims, conforming to the truth,
and distancing himself from the oppressive tyrants and their palaces and
gatherings. With all of this, he should take it upon himself to seek knowledge from
those sources that are trustworthy. The more knowledgeable and wise he becomes,
the greater his share of beneficial fiqh will be than those who are less than him in
regards to the previously mentioned characteristics, and Allah Knows best.

And our final call is that all praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds.

Original Arabic: http://www.abubaseer.bizland.com/articles/read/a93.doc
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What is the peak of taqwa?
Posted in The Words of the Salaf on February 9, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

‘Umar bin ‘Abd al-’Aziz used to say: “None can reach the state of taqwa until he
possesses neither actions nor words that can be exposed to his embarrassment,
either in this World or the Hereafter.”
He was also once asked: “When does the worshipper reach the peak of piety?”
He replied: “If he puts all the thoughts and desires in his heart on a plate and then
wandered around in the market, he should not feel ashamed of anything there.”
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Living Together
Posted in 'Abdullah 'Azzam on October 16, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

“You cannot live alone. Do not live alone, as the wolf eats up the lone sheep, and
Satan is close to the one who is alone and is farther from two who are together. So,
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if you live somewhere, live with at least one other person, and this one person
should be righteous.

Are we Serious? on
Living Together

Friends are like a row of connected test tubes: if liquid overflows in one tube, the
excess flows into the other tubes until there is an equal amount of liquid in all the
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tubes. Likewise, if you live with corrupt people, they will take away many of your
good deeds, and you will decrease and decrease and decrease until you are all

"Imam Ahmed" on
Living Together

equal in status. You will definitely end up like these interconnected test tubes. A
group of friends are all like each other, and the longer the friendship lasts, the

3a on
Living Together

closer the character and manners of each person in the group will be to the others.
Do not believe that a good person can live for long with a corrupt person, unless
the corrupt person improves and follows the example of the good person.

This is why you should look for the good people, and a friend is like a chain: he will
either drag you into Paradise or drag you into Hell. He will either cause you
problems or he will help you solve your problems…
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After this, work on guarding your tongue, because most of the torture in Hell is
because of the tongue: “And will people be dragged on their faces into Hell
because of anything other than what their tongues have brought forth?”

After this, work on making good use of your time. Do not waste your time. Always
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explanation of the Qur’an such as ‘Tafsir al-Jalalayn’ - a simple, general explanation
- and read a simple book of Fiqh, especially regarding how to pray. Read the entire
section on how to pray, such as ‘Fiqh as-Sunnah.’ Read in detail how to make
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wudu’, because it doesn’t make sense to sit for thirty years not knowing the proper
way of making wudu’, performing prayer, etc. - you pray while not knowing the
fundamentals of the prayer and wudu’, and you do not know the details of optional
fasting, etc. So, do all of this combined with good friends and a pure, truthful
intention.

And stay away from women (and likewise, women should apply the same for men),
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as this is the source of all tribulation for those at your age, and in fact for those at
any age. Stay from women who are forbidden for you. It is an obligation for you to
stay away from them. Of course, all of the women in this land are forbidden for
you. It is forbidden for you to look at them, it is forbidden for you to sit with them,
it is forbidden for you to chat with them, and it is forbidden for you to be alone with
them. The heart cannot bear these things because the glance is one of Iblis’s
poisonous arrows. Whoever lowers his gaze from what Allah has forbidden will be
given a sweetness by Allah that he will feel in his heart. But to look, to continue
looking, and to allow this arrow to strike you in the heart - not just an arrow, but a
poisonous arrow that poisons your heart - to let an arrow strike you day after day
after day, this will make your heart weak and unable to face the problems of life.
This is why you find a person who is drowning in desires to be weak-hearted…As for
the heart of the believer, his heart is strong and he isn’t affected by anything. His
heart is strenghtened by worship, and therefore does not become scared or shaky.
As for the heart of the sinner, you see it shaking. Why? Because the arrows have
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killed him just like someone who has an ulcer in his stomach and cannot eat
because of it.

Work for Allah and stick together, and the more you work for Allah, the more your
souls will become strong and rise, and you will ascend rapidly upon the path of
those who are ascending towards Allah. I advise you to recite the Qur’an everyday,
because the Qur’an is like water for a plant. It is the life of the heart, and the water
and life for the heart is the Qur’an…”

['at-Tarbiyah al-Jihadiyyah wal-Bina''; 5/35-36]
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al-A’mash: One Interesting Character
Posted in Original Compilations, The Words of the Salaf on October 16, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

One of the scholars who is most interesting to read about is the Tabi’i Sulayman bin
Mihran (died 148 H), also known as al-A’mash (one who has weak vision). alA’mash had quite an interesting personality, as he was very pious and
knowledgeable while also having a rough, sarcastic attitude that makes one smile
constantly while reading through his tarjamah.

Here are some funny incidents of his collected from ‘Siyar A’lam an-Nubala” (6/419434) and ‘Hilyat al-Awliya” (5/54-70):

1 - al-A’mash went out to some neighborhood one day, and some people came up
to him to ask him regarding Hadith. His companions said to him: “Won’t you
narrate to these poor souls?” al-A’mash replied: “Who would hang pearls on pigs?”

2 - Some people came to al-A’mash one day, and he came out of his house to greet
them, saying: “Were it not for the fact that there were people in my house that I
hate more than you, I wouldn’t have come out to see you.” Abu Dawud al-Ha’ik
asked him: “Abu Muhammad, what is your opinion on praying behind al-Ha’ik?” alA’mash replied: “No problem, as long as one doesn’t have wudu’.” He also asked:
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“What do you say about accepting his testimony?” al-A’mash replied: “Only if it is
accompanied by testimony from two trustworthy people.”

3 - The governor ‘Isa bin Musa sent a notebook along with a thousand dirhams to
al-A’mash for him to write down Hadith in it. So, al-A’mash wrote: ‘ﻩﻝﻝﺍ ﻡﺱﺏ
ﻡﻱﺡﺭﻝﺍ ﻥﻡﺡﺭﻝﺍ, ( ’ﺩﺡﺃ ﻩﻝﻝﺍ ﻭﻩ ﻝﻕIn the Name of Allah, the Beneficient, the Merciful:
Say: ‘He is Allah, One’) and sent the book back to him. He sent to him, saying: “Do
you think that I don’t know any Qur’an?” al-A’mash sent back, saying: “Do you
think that I sell Hadith?” He kept the money for himself.

4 - ‘Abdullah bin Idris said to al-A’mash: “What prevents you from getting a
haircut?” He replied: “The cuppers talk too much.” So, he said: “I will bring you to
a cupper who will not say a word to you until he finishes cutting your hair.” He
brought him to a Junayd, a cupper who was also a Muhaddith. So, ‘Abdullah warned
him not to talk to al-A’mash, and he agreed. However, when he had cut half of alA’mash’s hair, he said: “O Abu Muhammad, what is the status of the hadith of
Habib bin Abi Thabit regarding menstruation?” So, al-A’mash got up, screamed, and
ran away, sitting for a month with only half of his hair cut.

5 - A knowledgeable man with a long beard came to al-A’mash and asked him a
basic question about the prayer. So, al-A’mash turned to us and said: “Look at him!
His beard could carry four thousand ahadith, and he asks a question that the
children in school would ask!”

6 - It is said that al-A’mash had a son who was very slow, and he told him: “Go
buy a rope for us to hang our clothes on.” The boy asked: “How long do you want it
to be, father?” He replied: “Ten cubits long.” The boy then asked: “How wide do
you want it to be?” al-A’mash replied: “As wide as my bad luck with you!”

7 - Husayn bin Waqid was reciting Qur’an to al-A’mash, and asked him: “How do
you like my recitation?” al-A’mash replied: “Better than the recitation of any
disbeliever.”

8 - One time, al-A’mash got up at night and could find no water. So, he rubbed his
hands on the wall and performed tayammum and went back to sleep. He was asked
about this, and he said: “I am afraid to die without being in a state of purity.”
9 - One time, al-A’mash went out in the morning and passed by the mosque of Bani
Asad. They were about to start praying, and he went inside and prayed. The imam
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recited ‘al-Baqarah’ in the first rak’ah, and recited ‘Al ‘Imran’ in the second. When
he finished, al-A’mash said to him: “Will you not fear Allah? Did you not hear that
the Messenger of Allah ( )ﻡﻝﺱ ﻭ ﻩﻱﻝﻉ ﻩﻝﻝﺍ ﻯﻝﺹsaid: “Whoever leads the
people in prayer should go easy, as there are those behind him who are
old, weak, and have needs to tend to.”” So, the man said: “Allah Said: {“…and
it is heavy except on those who have khushu’…”} [al-Baqarah; 45] So, alA’mash said: “I am a messenger sent from those who have khushu’ telling you that
you are heavy.”

10 - One time, a soldier wanted to cross a river. He came across al-A’mash, who
was standing near the river, so he jumped on his back and had him walk through
the water. When he jumped on al-A’mash, he recited ‘Glory to Him Who has
provided this for us’ ( ﺍﺫﻩ ﺍﻥﻝ ﺭﺥﺱ ﻱﺫﻝﺍ ﻥﺍﺡﺏﺱ- the supplication for riding a
vehicle). When al-A’mash had gotten half way across the river, he threw the soldier
off of his back, recited {“…My Lord! Cause me to land at a blessed landingplace, for You are the best of those who bring to land…“} [al-Mu'minun; 29]
and left him in the river and ran away.

11 - One day, Shabib bin Shaybah and his friends came by to see al-A’mash, and
they stood at his door yelling: “O Sulayman! Come out!” From inside, al-A’mash
said: “Who are you?” They replied: “We are {“…those who call you from behind
the dwellings…”} [al-Hujurat; 4] So, al-A’mash replied: “And {“…most of them
have no sense…”} [al-Hujurat; 4]

12 - One time, he wore an inverted sheepskin, such that the wool was on the
outside. Someone said to him: “O Abu Muhammad, why don’t you wear it so that
the wool is on the inside? This would be warmer for you.” al-A’mash replied: “Why
don’t you go suggest this to the sheep?”
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How the Believer Relaxes
Posted in 'Abdullah 'Azzam on October 15, 2008 by Abu Sabaya
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“…The stronger a person’s connection with his Lord becomes, the more he will feel
relaxed. This is why they said to Ibn al-Mubarak: “Who are the kings?” So, he
replied: “Those who abstain from the worldly pleasures.” They asked him: “Who are
the lowest of people?” He replied: “Those who eat with their religion,” meaning
they are hypocritical with the people. So, they do this for a bite of food or a badge
of honor, or any other worldly gain. They asked him: “Who are the lowest of the
low?” He replied: “Those who ruin their religion in order to gain wordly benefit for
others.”

One of them would describe himself, saying: “We are in such a state of happiness
that if the kings and their sons knew of it, they would fight us with swords over it.”
So, our happiness is greater than the happiness of the kings! And if they knew of
this happiness that we had, they would fight us with weapons for it!

When Ibn Taymiyyah came into conflict with the ruler, the ruler said to him: “I
know that you see the people gathering around you, and this made you greedy for
my kingdom.” So, Ibn Taymiyyah replied: “Listen! By Allah, I would not pay a
single dirham for your kingdom!” Not a single one! But, the ruler is fearful for his
throne, and Ibn Taymiyyah is relieving him by telling him that he would never buy
his kingdom…

This is all the result of the happiness and honor that they were immersed in. Of
course, the people of the dunya do not understand any of this. They only
understand things in the context of the world they are living in, the cars they drive,
the money they have, etc…

Then, in addition to the happiness that immerses such a person…why does a person
become relaxed? A person becomes relaxed as the result of worship, because this
fills the empty space inside. That empty space that is reserved specifically for
worship becomes filled with it. So, a person becomes relaxed when he fills himself
with worship, just like when a motor is filled with oil…”

['at-Tarbiyah al-Jihadiyyah wal-Bina''; 5/26-27]

1 Comment »
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Why Anas Rubbed His Hands With Oil
Posted in The Words of the Salaf on October 9, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

I sometimes see brothers doing this, and I thought it was nice to find this narration
supporting it as a practice of the Companions. In al-Bukhari’s ‘al-Adab alMufrad’ (1012), it’s reported from Thabit al-Bunani that he said:

“When Anas would wake up, he would rub sweetly scented oil on his hands for
when he would shake hands with his brothers.”

This was authenticated by al-Albani in ‘Sahih al-Adab al-Mufrad’ (774).

Husayn al-’Awayshah commented: “This shows how eager they were to make their
brothers happy and pleasant.”

Leave A Comment »

The Rule of Interaction and Imitation
Posted in Ibn Taymiyyah on October 6, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

“…Allah fashioned the human, as well as every type of creature, to naturally
interact with similar creatures. The closer these two creatures are, the more they
will interact and become similar to each other in their manners and characteristics,
to the point that one would be unable to distinguish between them except in terms
of their physical appearance.

Since human beings are closest to each other, their interaction with and imitation of
each other is the strongest. Although not as strong, the closeness of humans to
animals is intermediate, and there must be interaction and imitation between them
to a certain degree as well. Although extremely weak, there is also a degree of
closeness between humans and plants, and there must also be interaction and
imitation between them to a certain degree.
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Due to this principle, human beings are affected by each other in obtaining certain
manners and characteristics as the result of being close to and living with each
other. So, if a human lives amongst a certain type of animal, he will eventually
obtain some of that animal’s characteristics. This is why boastfulness is a
characteristic of camel-herders, tranquility is a characteristic of sheep-herders, and
those who raise mules eventually develop some repugnant characteristics of mules,
and this is also the case with those who raise dogs. The same applies for animals
that spend much of their time around humans: you will find that they obtain some
of the characteristics of humans due their constantly being around them.

So, external closeness between creatures gradually and silently leads to internal
closeness between them. I have seen how the Jews and Christians who live
amongst the Muslims are not as severe in their kufr as those who don’t live
amongst them. Likewise, the Muslims who live amongst the Jews and Christians are
generally weaker in their faith than the Muslims who don’t…”

['Iqitida' as-Sirat al-Mustaqim'; 1/220]

2 Comments »

Keep Up the Qiyam al-Layl
Posted in The Words of the Salaf on October 3, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

Ramadan came and went, and the smart ones are those who will use it to keep up
the spirit of intense worship for the rest of the year. These are some narrations
from Ibn Muflih’s ‘al-Adab ash-Shar’iyyah’
showing how the night prayer was an integral part of the everday lives of the
people of knowledge in the past, whether it was in Ramadan or outside Ramadan,
whether they were on a journey or at home.

Chapter: How the People of Hadith Would Pray at Night With Concentration
and Humility

A man spent the night at the home of Ahmad, and he placed some water next to
his bed. The man said: “I did not get up to pray at night or use the water. So, when
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I awoke, he said to me: “Why didn’t you use the water?” I became embarrassed
and didn’t answer, and he said: “Subhan Allah! Subhan Allah! I have never heard of
a student of Hadith who does not pray at night.”"

The same incident occurred with another man, and he said to Ahmad: “I did not
pray because I am traveling.” So, Ahmad said to him: “You should pray at night
even if you are traveling! Masruq performed Hajj and would not sleep except while
he was prostrating.”

Taqi ad-Din (Ibn Taymiyyah) said: “This shows that it is disliked for a person
concerned with knowledge to not pray at night, even if he is on a journey.”

Bishr bin al-Harith said: “A person of Hadith should consider it to be like money,
marking five out of every two hundred.”

Sufyan said: “Do not learn what you don’t know until you act upon what you
already know.”

It was authentically reported from al-Hasan that he said: “A man would hear a
piece of knowledge, and he would learn it and act upon it, and this would be more
beloved to him than the world and what is in it.

Abu Ja’far Ahmad bin Badil said: “I saw us when we were writing down the Hadith,
and I could not hear anything except the sound of a pen or the sound of someone
weeping (because of his wish to act upon the knowledge he was writing).”

‘Abdullah bin Ahmad said: “My father would pray ‘Isha’, take a light sleep, then get
up to pray and supplicate until morning.”

Ibrahim bin Shimas said: “I knew Ahmad bin Hambal as a young child, and he
would stay up all night praying.”

['al-Adab ash-Shar'iyyah'; 1/169]

3 Comments »
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Reflecting Over Punished Nations
Posted in Ibn Hajar al-'Asqalani, Original Compilations on September 11, 2008 by Abu
Sabaya

‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar narrated that the Messenger of Allah ()ﻡﻝﺱ ﻭ ﻩﻱﻝﻉ ﻩﻝﻝﺍ ﻯﻝﺹ

Search

●

●

The Purpose of This Blog

Recent Posts
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al-A’mash: One Interesting Character
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How the Believer Relaxes
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Why Anas Rubbed His Hands With Oil

❍

The Rule of Interaction and Imitation

Recent Comments

"Imam Ahmed" on
Living Together

and his Companions passed by al-Hijr, which was the location of the dwellings of
the people of Thamud. So, the Prophet turned to them and said: “Do not

Are we Serious? on
Living Together

approach the dwellings of these people who have been punished except
that you are weeping. If you will not weep while doing so, do not approach
them lest you be struck with the same punishment they were struck with.”

M on How the
Believer Relaxes

This was reported by al-Bukhari (433) and Muslim (2970).

"Imam Ahmed" on
Living Together

In ‘Fath al-Bari’ (1/632), Ibn Hajar commented with the following:

3a on
Living Together

“The motive for this fear is that weeping will push one to think and reflect. So, it is
as if he commanded them to reflect over things that one has no choice but to weep
over, such as Allah’s Ordainment that these people would remain upon kufr while
simultaneously allowing them to flourish and establish themselves on Earth, be
heedless for such a long period of time, and then have His Anger and extreme
punishment befall them, and He is the controller of the hearts. So, the believer can
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never feel secure from his outcome being the same as this.

Reflection should also occur over how these people responded to Allah’s blessings
upon them with kufr and the failure to use their intellect to believe in Him and obey

❍
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Two funny narrations regarding the
beard.

Him. So, whoever passes by their dwellings and fails to reflect over what should
bring one to tears has imitated them in their actions, and this is a sign of the

●

September
2008

hardness of his heart and lack of humility. So, such a person is not protected from
following them in their actions and thus being stricken with what they were stricken
with. With this, we have a response to the question of those who ask: how can the
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punishment of the transgressors befall those who don’t transgress? This is because
such a person is not safe from becoming a transgressor and being punished for his
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transgression.
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This hadith also encourages taking oneself to account, as well as the prohibition of
living in the lands of those who were punished, and that one should proceed quickly
when passing by them. This was also indicated in the verse: {“And you dwelt in

●

the dwellings of those who wronged themselves, and it became clear to
you how We dealt with them…”} [Ibrahim; 45]“

In his commentary on ‘Sahih Muslim’ (9/266), an-Nawawi said:

“This shows the encouragement of taking oneself to account when passing by the
dwellings of the transgressors and the places where they were punished. The same
applied to the Valley of Muhassar, as this was where the People of the Elephant
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were destroyed. So, whoever passes by such places should engage in reflection
over his own actions, have fear, be weeping, and think about these people and
their fate, and he should ask Allah to protect him from that.”

al-Bukhari (3379) and Muslim (2971) continued to relate on the authority of Ibn
‘Umar that when the Companions arrived at al-Hijr, they drank from its wells and
used its water to knead dough. So, the Messenger of Allah commanded them to
spill whatever drinking water they had collected from these wells and to feed the
dough to their camels, and to instead drink from the well that the she-camel of
Prophet Salih used to drink from. an-Nawawi commented (9/266) by saying: “This
shows that they avoided the wells of the wrongdoers and instead sought the
blessing of using the wells of the righteous.”
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The Woman in the Locked House
Posted in Our Captive Sister on September 10, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

In ‘Mashari’ al-Ashwaq’ (2/239), Ibn an-Nahhas related from Abu Bakr bin al-’Arabi:

“Some of the rulers had made a pact with the disbelievers that they would not hold
any prisoners. So, a Muslim man one day travelled near their lands and passed by a
locked house. He could hear a woman calling from inside the house: “I am a
prisoner! Tell your companions about me!”

When he went back and told the people about this woman, the ruler did not even
let him finish the story. He immediately got up and walked on foot to the frontlines
until he freed this woman and conquered the area where she had been held
captive.”

1 Comment »

How Islam Came To Afghanistan
Posted in 'Abdullah 'Azzam on September 8, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

“…So, this area that we are in, Afghanistan, was subject to Persian Magian rule…
Badakhshan, the northern provinces, Juzjan, etc. all the way to Takhar and Herat.
Khurasan was part of the Persian empire, and Bukhara and Samarqand were all
part of the Persian empire. How did ‘Uthman conquer it?

Do you not see me guided after I was misguided * And I became a soldier in the
army of Ibn ‘Affan?

So, all of these areas were conquered in the era of ‘Uthman, and ‘Abd ar-Rahman
bin Samurah conquered Kabul during the era of either ‘Umar or ‘Uthman. In the
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‘Sunan’ of Abu Dawud, it says: “‘Abd ar-Rahman bin Samurah narrated to us in
Kabul.” So, ‘Abd ar-Rahman bin Samurah conquered Kabul during the era of ‘Umar
or ‘Uthman, may Allah be Pleased with them both.

None of the populations that were conquered by the Muslims ever rebelled or
resisted them except the people of Afghanistan. The people of Afghanistan are very
stubborn, and it is not an easy task to make them submit. So, the Muslims
conquered it during the era of ‘Umar, and this was followed by a rebellion from
some of the tribes and the expulsion of the Muslims, and the Muslims had to return
later on and conquer Afghanistan a second time.

If the Afghans become convinced of an idea or belief, they are known to cling to it
very tightly and spread it. This is why they carried the religion of Buddhism and the
people of Afghanistan adopted it. There was no way to change them - Buddhism,
that was it, and this is why there is a huge statue of Buddha still standing in
Bamyan today.* They are the ones who spread Buddhism in the region - to
Pakistan and India. The Afghans are the ones who spread it…some tribes became
convinced of this belief and began spreading Buddhism.

Islam then came, they became convinced of Islam, and they spread it throughout
the region. So, most of these areas adopted Islam through them, and Mahmud alGhaznawi invaded India seven times. He entered it and demolished their statue,
Shamnama, and after this, the Afghan people adopted the Hanafi madhhab…”

['Fi Dhilal Surat at-Tawbah'; p. 141-142]

[*] Obviously, that changed in March of 2001.

3 Comments »

Ramadan: The Month of Wala’ and Bara’
Posted in Original Compilations on September 1, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

Ramadan is a month of many things for the Muslims: it is a month of mercy,
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forgiveness, blessing, worship, exertion, devotion, and discipline. In addition, it has
historically been a month that revived the concept of wala’ and bara’ in the
conscience of the believers in one way or another.

Firstly and most famously, the 17th of Ramadan 2 AH was the day of the first
decisive battle between Islam and kufr: the Battle of Badr.

On the same day (17th) of Ramadan six years later, the Messenger of Allah (ﻯﻝﺹ
 )ﻡﻝﺱ ﻭ ﻩﻱﻝﻉ ﻩﻝﻝﺍconquered Makkah along with 10,000 Muslim soldiers. That day,
he entered the Ka’bah and personally smashed each of the 360 idols he found
inside. Later that same Ramadan, he sent his Companions to destroy the other
idols worshipped by the Arabs: Khalid bin al-Walid was sent to destroy al-’Uzza,
‘Amr bin al-’As to destroy Suwa’, and Sa’d bin Zayd to destroy Manat.

The next year, upon his return from the expedition to Tabuk in Ramadan, the
Prophet sent a group of his Companions to demolish the Masjid ad-Dirar that was
built by the hypocrites.

In Ramadan of 92 AH, Tariq bin Ziyad led an army against the Gothic King Roderick
in the Battle of Guadalete. This was a battle in which the Muslims defeated an army
of Goths eight times their size, initiating the Islamic conquest of Andalusia,
Southern Italy, and parts of France.

Ramadan of the year 584 AH marked victory for the Muslims in the Battle of Hittin,
in which Salah ad-Din al-Ayyubi laid waste to the army of the Crusaders, resulting
in his conquest of Jerusalem.

In Ramadan of the year 658 AH, the Mongols were dealt their first decisive defeat
in history at the hands of Sayf ad-Din Qutuz in the Battle of ‘Ayn Jalut, avenging
the deaths of the millions and millions of Muslims killed during the rape of their
lands.

The revival of wala’ and bara’ in Ramadan was also manifested in the mosques of
the Salaf during their prayers, as al-Imam Malik reported in his ‘Muwatta” (306):

ٍﻙِﻝﺍَﻡ ْﻥَﻉ ﻱِﻥَﺙَّﺩَﺡَﻭ، ِﻥْﻱَﺹُﺡْﻝﺍ ِﻥْﺏ َﺩُﻭﺍَﺩ ْﻥَﻉ، ُﻝﻭُﻕَﻱ َﺝَﺭْﻉَﺃﻝﺍ َﻉِﻡَﺱ ُﻩَّﻥَﺃ: َﺱﺍَّﻥﻝﺍ ُﺕْﻙَﺭْﺩَﺃ ﺍَﻡ، ْﻡُﻩَﻭ َّﺍﻝِﺇ
َﻥﺍَﺽَﻡَﺭ ﻱِﻑ َﺓَﺭَﻑَﻙْﻝﺍ َﻥﻭُﻥَﻉْﻝَﻱ
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al-A’raj said: “I did not find the people except that they would be cursing the kuffar
in Ramadan.”

In ‘al-Istidhkar’ (2/72), Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr said:

“This shows that it is permissible to curse the kuffar whether or not they are
dhimmis. This is not obligatory. Rather, it is allowed for those who do it out of
hatred for them for the sake of Allah due to their denial of the truth and their
enmity to the Religion and its people…They would supplicate in the Witr of their
prayer in Ramadan and curse the kuffar in imitation of the Messenger of Allah when
he supplicated in his Qunut against Ra’al, Dhakwan, and Bani Lahyan, who had
killed his Companions at the Well of Ma’unah.

And Ibn Wahb narrated from Malik that the Qunut in Ramadan should be in the last
half of Ramadan, and it is the cursing of the kuffar. He curses the kuffar, and those
behind him say ‘amin.’

…and al-A’raj met a group of the Companions and the major Tabi’in, and this is the
practice of the people of Madinah.”

Also, on p. 32 of his treatise ‘Qiyam Ramadan,’ al-Albani mentions a narration of
Ibn Khuzaymah’s (2/155) in which ‘Umar would appoint someone to lead the
people in prayer at night in Ramadan, and at the end of the prayer after the first
half of the month, the leader would make the following supplication:

ﻙﺩﻉﻭﺏ ﻥﻭﻥﻡﺅﻱ ﺍﻝﻭ ﻙﻝﺱﺭ ﻥﻭﺏﺫﻙﻱﻭ ﻙﻝﻱﺏﺱ ﻥﻉ ﻥﻭﺩﺹﻱ ﻥﻱﺫﻝﺍ ﺓﺭﻑﻙﻝﺍ ﻝﺕﺍﻕ ﻡﻩﻝﻝﺍ
ﻕﺡﻝﺍ ﻩﻝﺇ ﻙﺏﺍﺫﻉﻭ ﻙﺯﺝﺭ ﻡﻩﻱﻝﻉ ﻕﻝﺃﻭ ﺏﻉﺭﻝﺍ ﻡﻩﺏﻭﻝﻕ ﻱﻑ ﻕﻝﺃﻭ ﻡﻩﺕﻡﻝﻙ ﻥﻱﺏ ﻑﻝﺍﺥﻭ

The leader of the prayer would then invoke peace and blessings upon the Prophet,
pray for the Muslims for what was good, and then ask Allah’s Forgiveness for the
believers. After this, they would finish the supplication with the following:

ﻑﺍﺥﻥﻭ ﺍﻥﺏﺭ ﻙﺕﻡﺡﺭ ﻭﺝﺭﻥﻭ ﺩﻑﺡﻥﻭ ﻯﻉﺱﻥ ﻙﻱﻝﺇﻭ ﺩﺝﺱﻥﻭ ﻱﻝﺹﻥ ﻙﻝﻭ ﺩﺏﻉﻥ ﻙﺍﻱﺇ ﻡﻩﻝﻝﺍ
ﻕﺡﻝﻡ ﺕﻱﺩﺍﻉ ﻥﻡﻝ ﻙﺏﺍﺫﻉ ﻥﺇ ﺩﺝﻝﺍ ﻙﺏﺍﺫﻉ
After this, he would go into prostration.

So, these glimpses of the Muslims who came before us show that they treated
Ramadan as a month to revive the concept of wala’ and bara’.
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in the Qur’an
Posted in 'Abdullah 'Azzam on August 30, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

“…Really, the one who follows the Noble Qur’an finds that the pages dedicated to
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Recent Comments

"Imam Ahmed" on
Living Together

the People of the Book are greater than their size and influence in the Arabian
Peninsula. So, what is the secret behind this disproportional focus on them?

Are we Serious? on
Living Together

Allah Knew that after the idolaters were pushed out of the way of the spread of this
call, the People of the Book would in the future take their place as the lump in the

M on How the
Believer Relaxes

throat standing in the face of this religion. And Allah Knew that the Jews would
head all efforts in fighting and opposing this religion since their days in Madinah all

"Imam Ahmed" on
Living Together

the way to the Day of Resurrection. Because of this, we have these long pages
focusing on the People of the Book.

3a on
Living Together

In truth, after polytheism was eradicated from the Arabian Peninsula, issues began
with the People of the Book, and wars ensued with the People of the Book, and
battles continued with the People of the Book, and the majority of battles that the
Muslims fought were against the Romans. The Persians were finished after the
defeat of Kisra, after the battle of Nahawand that was commanded by an-Nu’man
bin Muqrin. The Persian state was finished, and this was prophecized by the
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letter to Heraclius, and Kisra tore up his letter, and the Prophet said: “May Allah
tear up his kingdom,” and he said: “If Kisra is destroyed, there will be no
Kisra after him.” The Persian empire was unable to stand up in front of the
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Muslims for more than ten years or so.

Two funny narrations regarding the
beard.

●

As for the Romans who have been fighting the Muslims since the days of Yarmuk
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until today, they escaped to Constantinople and took it as a base from which to
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fight this religion, and they stood as a preventative barrier to the spread of this
religion. In Rome, the Western Church was the Pope’s base, and Charles Martel

1 2

stood in the face of this religion in the Battle of Tours in Europe after he had killed
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‘Abd ar-Rahman al-Ghafiqi in the Martyrs’ Court in France. So, the advance in
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Europe was halted until the Turks came once again and conquered Constantinople,
and the battles started all over again. Muhammad al-Fatih came and conquered
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Constantinople and began to initiate another conquest within Europe. With this, he
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faced immense challenges from the People of the Book, while the idolaters - the
Persians and Magians - are for the most part finished…”

●

['Fi Dhilal Surat at-Tawbah'; p. 140-141]
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Why Sufyan Would Urinate Blood
Posted in Original Compilations on August 28, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

Here are some compiled bits that can help us overcome fear of people and
encourage us to speak the truth when it needs to be said in light of the words of
the Messenger ( )ﻡﻝﺱ ﻭ ﻩﻱﻝﻉ ﻩﻝﻝﺍ ﻯﻝﺹin ‘as-Silsilah as-Sahihah’ (168): “A man
should not let his intimidation by people prevent him from speaking the
truth if he knows it, witnesses it, or hears it.”

Fadlullah al-Jilani said in ‘Fadlillah as-Samad fi Tawdih al-Adab al-Mufrad’ (2/45):

“If it is said that the one who has haya’ is shy to speak the truth, causing him to
leave off commanding the good and forbidding the bad, and that his haya’ leads
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him to shortcomings in fulfilling some obligations, as is normally the case, I say
that this is not true haya’. Rather, it is incompetence and weakness and
subjugation, and it is referred to as haya’ simply by way of likeness and simile.
True haya’ is only when the thing he has haya’ of doing is truly bad, and there is no
consideration for what the people consider to be bad when it is in fact something
good or vice versa…And it is established that the Prophet had more haya’ than a
virgin in the innermost portion of her home, and he is an example for us in this.
With this, there was nothing to prevent his anger if the limits of Allah were
violated.”

al-Albani mentioned in ‘Adab az-Zifaf’ (p. 129) that Salim bin ‘Abdillah got married
and invited people to the wedding, and Abu Ayyub was one of those invited. They
had covered the walls of their home with green rugs. Abu Ayyub came and looked
around to see the house’s walls covered in green sheets and said: “O ‘Abdullah! You
cover the walls with rugs?” Salim’s father replied: “The women have overpowered
●

us, Abu Ayyub!” So, Abu Ayyub said: “You were the last person who I feared would
be overpowered by women! I will not eat from your food or enter your homes!” And
he left.

(This is because many scholars considered it disliked or even prohibited to cover
walls with rugs, considering it to be a form of extravagance.)

In ‘Tarikh Baghdad’ (11/361), it is related that al-Ma’mun was sitting one day with
some traders to chat with them regarding some goods they had to sell. Suddenly,
he was reminded of some business he had to tend to, and got up to leave.
Everyone else in the room got up except for Ibn al-Ja’d, as he stayed where he was
sitting. So, al-Ma’mun looked at him in anger and said: “Why didn’t you get up like
your friends did?” He replied: “Out of respect for the hadith that was narrated to us
from the Prophet.” He asked: “And what is it?” ‘Ali bin al-Ja’d replied: “I heard
Mubarak bin Fudalah say that he heard from al-Hasan that the Messenger of Allah
said: “Whoever loves that the people stand up for him should prepare his
seat in Hell.”” So, al-Ma’mun stood and pondered over the hadith, then raised his
head and said: “Nobody should purchase anything except from this man,” and that
day, he sold 30,000 dinars worth of goods.

al-Ghazzali related in ‘Ihya’ ‘Ulum ad-Din’ (5/45) that Hattit az-Zayyat went to alHajjaj, and when he entered, al-Hajjaj said to him: “You are Hattit?” He answered:
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“Yes. Ask me what you want, as I have made a pact with Allah at the Maqam of
Ibrahim that I would do three things: i) I will speak the truth if I am asked a
question, ii) I will remain patient if I am tested, and iii) I will be thankful if I am
spared.” So, al-Hajjaj said to him: “ًWhat do you think of me?” Hattit replied: “You
are from the enemies of Allah on Earth. You violate honor and kill based on
suspicion.” al-Hajjaj then asked him: “ًWhat do you say about ‘Abd al-Malik bin
Marwan?” Hattit replied: “He is worse than you, and you are simply one of his many
mistakes.” al-Hajjaj then ordered that he be tortured, and he was then beaten with
sticks and had his flesh stretched out with them until it was torn. His torturers
didn’t hear him say anything, and they said to al-Hajjaj: “He is near death!” So, alHajjaj said: “Let him go and throw him out into the marketplace.” So, Ja’far (a
friend of his) went to Hattit and said: “Hattit, do you want me to get you anything?”
He said: “A drink of water.” So, the water was brought to him and he died, and he
was only eighteen years old.

adh-Dhahabi related in ‘Siyar A’lam an-Nubala” (9/204) that Abd ar-Rahman bin
Rustah asked ‘Abd ar-Rahman bin Mahdi that if a man had just gotten married and
was having relations with his wife on the first night, was he allowed to leave off the
congregational prayer for a few days? Ibn Mahdi replied: “No, not a single prayer.”
Later, Ibn Mahdi himself had a daughter who had just gotten married. So, the
morning after the wedding, he made the call to prayer and walked to her door. He
told the servant to tell those inside to come out for the prayer. The women and
servants all came out startled, saying: “Subhan Allah! What is wrong?!” He said: “I
will not leave until you all come out to the prayer.” So, they all came out, and he
purposely sent them to a mosque that was out of the way.

In as-Sudays’s biography of Muhammad al-Amin ash-Shinqiti (p. 204-205), it is
related that a man backbit someone in ash-Shinqiti’s presence. So, he forbade him
from this, and the backbiter said: “I am the one speaking, not you.” So, the Shaykh
replied: “I am carrying ‘al-Baqarah’ in my chest. Either politely be quiet or get out.”

adh-Dhahabi also related in ‘as-Siyar’ (7/184) that Sufyan ath-Thawri said:
“Whenever I see something that I should speak up about and fail to do so, I urinate
blood.”

He also related in ‘as-Siyar’ (7/196) that Shuja’ bin Walid said: “I performed the
Hajj with Sufyan, and he would come and go with his tongue never ceasing to
command the good and forbid the evil.”
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He also related (7/197) that when al-Mahdi came into power, he sent for Sufyan.
When Sufyan entered, al-Mahdi removed his ring and threw it at Sufyan and said:
“O Aba ‘Abdillah, this is my ring. Work for this nation according to the Qur’an and
the Sunnah.” So, Sufyan took the ring and said: “Do you permit me to speak, O
Commander of the Believers? Can I speak with your promise not to harm me?” He
said: “Yes.” So, Sufyan said: “Do not send for me again until I come to you myself,
and do not give me anything unless I ask you for something.” So, al-Mahdi become
enraged and wanted to kill him, but his assistant reminded him that he had
promised not to harm Sufyan. So, Sufyan was kicked out of the palace and his
companions asked him: “What made you refuse? He only asked you to work
according to the Qur’an and Sunnah!” So, Sufyan belittled their intellects due to
their missing the point and he ran away as a fugitive to al-Basrah.

al-Mahdi later said (7/201): “I was unable to look at Sufyan out of haya’ and
intimidation from him.”

He also related (7/199) that Sufyan went to Abu Ja’far when they were at Mina and
said to him: “Fear Allah! You are in this position and have this power due to the
swords of the Muhajirin and Ansar, and their sons are dying of hunger! ‘Umar made
the Hajj and spent only fifteen dinars, and he used to shade himself under the
trees!” So, Abu Ja’far said: “Do you want me to be like you?” Sufyan said: “No. Just
be below what you are and above what I am.” Abu Ja’far said: “Get out.”

He also related (7/209) that Yahya bin ‘Abd al-Malik bin Abi Ghaybah said: “I never
saw anyone with a more confrontational face for the sake of Allah than Sufyan.”

It was also related from Ibn Abi Hatim that there was a blind man who used to sit
with Sufyan. When it was Ramadan, the man would go lead the people in prayer,
and they would give him clothes and gifts as a reward for this. So, Sufyan said: “On
the Day of Resurrection, the people of the Qur’an will come with their Qur’an, and it
will be said to the likes of this person: ‘You have already received your reward
previously.’” So, the man said to him: “O Aba ‘Abdillah, you say this while I am
sitting right next to you?” Sufyan replied: “I fear that it will be said to me on the
Day of Resurrection that you were sitting next to me and I did not advise you.”

3 Comments »
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We Need Brotherhood!
Posted in Muhammad Qutb on August 28, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

“…Allah Said: {“Indeed, the believers are brothers…”} [al-Hujurat; 10]

Brotherhood is from the most beautiful topics that a person can talk about! It is so
pure and pleasant like light! It is so rich and beloved to the heart…

However, what is the brotherhood that is referred to in the Book of Allah?

Two people can walk down a wide road as brothers in safety and relaxation with
each putting his arm on the shoulders of the other out of brotherly love. However,
look at them when the road becomes narrower and is only wide enough for one of
them to walk behind the other - who should I give preference to? Should I walk
ahead? Or should I follow my brother and let him walk ahead of me?

Then look at the road when it becomes even narrower, leaving room for only one of
them to walk on it! There is only one opportunity: either me or my brother. Who
will I give preference to? Do I say that this is my opportunity and he can go look for
his own? Or do I say to my brother ‘Take this opportunity for yourself, and I will
find my own’?

This is the test.

Brotherhood in times of safety and ease is one thing, as it does not go against the
desires of the self. In fact, it is itself one of those desires that a person seeks to
obtain in order to achieve the sense of relaxation that comes along with it.

As for situations of hardship or personal gain, this is where true brotherhood is
tested, where the distinction is made between the love for others and the love for
oneself which can become hidden during times of ease and safety, causing one to
assume that he is a true ‘brother’ who is fulfilling the implications of brotherhood!

How many gatherings, how many lectures, how many admonishments, how many
advices does a person or a group need to establish this concept in their minds, such
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that it does not simply become a theoretical concept that doesn’t go past this level?
It should become present in the heart, deeply entrenched in the heart until it gives
birth to physical manifestations such as is mentioned in the Book of Allah:

{“And those who before them had homes and had adopted faith, love those
who emigrate to them and have no jealousy in their hearts for that which
they have been given, and give them preference over themselves, even
though they were in need of that. And whosoever is saved from his own
covetousness, such are they who will be the successful.”} [al-Hashr; 9]

It was examples like this that the Messenger of Allah ()ﻡﻝﺱ ﻭ ﻩﻱﻝﻉ ﻩﻝﻝﺍ ﻯﻝﺹ
would work for when he was mentoring his Companions for thirteen years in
Makkah and the years spent afterwards in Madinah. However, he never told himself
while he was in Makkah: ‘Until when will we keep teaching these concepts without
doing something?’ He never said this because he knew for sure that this was from
the fundamental requirements of establishing the base of believers that he was
working towards, and that this brotherhood - in addition to being necessary for
establishing a base of believers that would serve as the seed for the Muslim nation
- was also a part of the fulfillment of the behavioral aspects of ﻩﻝﻝﺍ ﺍﻝﺇ ﻩﻝﺇ ﺍﻝ,
because this statement is not simply a deep belief held in the heart. Rather, it
means that one should physically adhere to what Allah has revealed and everything
that has come from Him. So, adhering to this brotherhood is from the implications
of this statement, and Allah Loves this brotherhood and has praised it and obligated
it upon the believers in Him, and He revealed many verses regarding it, the most
famous of which is:

{“O you who believe! Let not a group scoff at another group, as it may be
that the latter are better than the former, nor let women scoff at other
women, as it may be that the latter are better than the former, nor defame
one another, nor insult one another by nicknames. How bad is it to insult
one’s brother after having faith! And whosoever does not repent, then such
are indeed are the wrongdoers. O you who believe! Avoid much suspicion,
as indeed some suspicions are sins. And spy not, neither backbite one
another. Would one of you like to eat the flesh of his dead brother? You
would hate it. And fear Allah. Verily, Allah is the One Who accepts
repentance, Merciful.”} [al-Hujurat; 11-12]

With the Qur’an…with friendship…by living with each other…by constant mentoring…
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with the leadership found in the noble personality of the Messenger…with the love
that gushed to them from his big heart…with attention and care for each one of
them as if nobody else mattered but that one person…by the active manifestation
of the emotions of faith within the jama’ah…

Through these combined methods, the Messenger of Allah nurtured this brotherly
group that accomplished wonders with its brotherhood, and he built this sturdy,
interconnected structure whose individual parts each supported and backed up the
others.

In this new strangeness in which Islam finds itself, we need exactly what was
needed in its first strangeness. If we cannot achieve the same level of what they
achieved, at least we should try to come close because the jahiliyyah has caused
every relationship that cannot withstand all of its pressures and stay strong despite
these pressures to crumble away and disintegrate.

How long will this take, and how much effort is required? I have no idea. However,
I know for sure that it is absolutely necessary, and that the base from which this
jahiliyyah will be faced with all its plots needs to fulfill in its physical behavior this
characteristic from the characteristics of  ﻩﻝﻝﺍ ﺍﻝﺇ ﻩﻝﺇ ﺍﻝso that it becomes worthy of
the protection of Allah…”

['Waqi'una al-Mu'asir'; p. 468-469]

Leave A Comment »

The Likeness of Ramadan and Prophet Yusuf
Posted in Ibn al-Jawzi on August 25, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

“The month of Ramadan to the other months is like Yusuf to his brothers. So, just
like Yusuf was the most beloved son to Ya’qub, Ramadan is the most beloved
month to Allah.

A nice point for the nation of Muhammad ( )ﻡﻝﺱ ﻭ ﻩﻱﻝﻉ ﻩﻝﻝﺍ ﻯﻝﺹto ponder over is
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that if Yusuf had the mercy and compassion to say {“There is no reproach for
you today…”} [Yusuf; 92], Ramadan is the month of mercy, blessing, goodness,
salvation from the Fire, and Forgiveness from the King that exceeds that of all the
other months and what can be gained from their days and nights.

Another nice point to think about is that Yusuf’s brothers came to rely on him to fix
their mistakes after all those they had made. So, he met them with kindness and
helped them out, and he fed them while they were hungry and allowed them to
return, and he told his servants: “Carry their belongings with you so that they don’t
lose them.” So, one person filled the gaps of eleven others, and the month of
Ramadan is likewise one month that fills the gaps of our actions over the other
eleven months. Imagine the gaps and shortcoming and deficiency we have in
obeying Allah!

We hope that in Ramadan, we are able to make up for our shortcomings in the
other months, to rectify our mistakes, and to cap it off with happiness and firmness
on the Rope of the Forgiving King.

Another point is that Ya’qub had eleven sons who were living with him and whose
actions he would see at all times, and his eyesight did not return because of any of
their clothing. Instead, it returned due to Yusuf’s shirt. His eyesight came back
strong, and he himself became strong after he was weak, and seeing after he was
blind. Likewise, if the sinner smells the scents of Ramadan, sits with those who
remind him of Allah, recites the Qur’an, befriends on the condition of Islam and
faith, and avoids backbiting and vain talk, he will (by Allah’s Will) become forgiven
after he was a sinner, he will become close after he was far, he will be able to see
with his heart after it was blind, his presence will be met with happiness after it was
met with repulsion, he will be met with mercy after he was met with disdain, he will
be provided for without limit or effort on his part, he will be guided for his entire
life, he will have his soul dragged out with ease and smoothness when he dies, he
will be blessed with Forgiveness when he meets Allah, and he will be granted the
best levels in the Gardens of Paradise.

So, by Allah, take advantage of this greatness during these few days and you will
soon see abundant blessing, high levels of reward, and a very long period of rest
and relaxation by the Will of Allah.

By Allah, this is the true relaxation…”
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['Bustan al-Wa'idhin wa Riyad as-Sami'in'; p. 213-214]
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Free the Prisoner!
Posted in Abu Basir, Our Captive Sister on August 20, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

From the things that the Ummah should wake up to and be worried about are the
affairs of the Muslim prisoners all over the world, especially the scholars and callers
to Allah amongst them - those who took it upon themselves to openly speak the
truth and confront falsehood. This applies to those imprisoned by the treacherous
apostate slave regimes in the Muslim lands – and they are many, and they are put
through immense torture and humiliation in these dark oppressive prisons - as well
as those being held in the prisons of the Romans in America and the Western
countries. I am especially referring to the Muslim youths who are unjustly held at
Guantanamo Bay, as well as the elderly blind scholar, Shaykh ‘Umar ‘Abd arRahman, who is put through so many types of harm, humiliation, and subjugation
in prison. They pay no regard to his weakness, old age, or status with the Ummah,
and they do not intend with this except to subjugate Islam and the Muslims! May
Allah hasten his release and the release of all of the Muslims all over the world!

O nation of Muslims, do you think that if the other nations had in the prisons of the
Muslims what we have in their prisons that they would remain silent? Do you think
that they would live in comfort or relaxation?!

I think that you have heard how America and all the other Western nations
threatened the Libyan people with various punishments, sanctions, etc. if they
didn’t free a group of female European criminals who intentionally killed over four
hundred Muslim children by injecting them with AIDS-infected needles, that deadly
disease! At the same time, the Islamic nation has hundreds if not thousands of
scholars and Muslim youth in the prisons of the disbelievers and apostates for no
crime except that they said their Lord is Allah, as Allah Said: {“They had nothing
against them except that they believed in Allah, the Mighty, Worthy of all
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Praise!”} [al-Buruj; 8] Despite this, the Muslims are completely clueless and
heedless except those who Allah has bestowed Mercy upon. They pay no attention
to the situation and the oppression and hardships that these prisoners are
experiencing, as if these prisoners from the scholars and youth of Islam are not the
sons of this nation and have no rights upon their Muslim brothers!

O Muslims! How can you live comfortably and remain silent in the face of the
injustices done to your imprisoned brothers while Allah Said: {“Indeed, the
believers are brothers…”} [al-Hujurat; 10] and {“The male and female
believers are allies of one another…”}[at-Tawbah; 71]?

O Muslims! How can you live comfortably and remain silent in the face of the
injustices done to your imprisoned brothers while your Prophet (ﻭ ﻩﻱﻝﻉ ﻩﻝﻝﺍ ﻯﻝﺹ
 )ﻡﻝﺱsaid: “Feed the hungry, visit the sick, and free the prisoner!”

And he said: “It is upon the Muslim faithful to free their prisoners and to
pay their ransom.”

And he said: “There is no Muslim who forsakes a Muslim in a situation
where his reputation and honor are violated except that Allah will forsake
him in a situation where he would want His help, and there is no Muslim
who helps a Muslim in a situation where his reputation and honor are
being violated except that Allah will help him in a situation where he would
want His help.” And what is worse than for the entire Ummah to forsake the best
of its sons who took it upon themselves to protect its religion and honor in their
hardest hour?!

And he said: “Whoever helps his brother in secret, Allah will help him in this
world and the next.”

O Muslims! How can you live comfortably and remain silent in the face of the
injustices done to your imprisoned brothers while your Prophet (ﻭ ﻩﻱﻝﻉ ﻩﻝﻝﺍ ﻯﻝﺹ
 )ﻡﻝﺱsaid: “The believer to the rest of the believers is like the head to the
body: the believer is pained at what afflicts the rest of the believers just as
the head feels the pain of whatever afflicts the body.”

And he said: “The believers are like a single person: if the head hurts, the
entire body complains, and if his eyes hurt, the entire body complains.” And
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his saying “the believers” means that every single believer - regardless of their
race, color, and nationality – cannot be except like a single person in their
cooperation and compassion and unity. They are like a single man, feeling the pain
as if they are one body, feeling concerned for each other just as a man feels pain
and concern in his entire body when a single limb of his hurts. Are we like this?!

O Muslims! How can you live comfortably and remain silent in the face of the
injustices done to your imprisoned brothers while your Prophet said: “You see the
believers in their mercy and compassion towards each other like a single
body: if a single limb hurts, the rest of the body tends to it to relieve it.”
So, each one of us should ask himself in order to test his faith and ascription to the
believers and to this religion: am I one of those who worries and feels the pain
when the Muslims around the world are going through hardships? Or am I one of
those who don’t care and only pay attention to my own interests and desires?!

O Muslims! How can you live comfortably and remain silent in the face of the
injustices done to your imprisoned brothers while your Prophet said: “Whoever
relieves a Muslim of a hardship in this life, Allah will relieve him of a
hardship in the Hereafter, and Allah will help His slave so much as he helps
his brother.” And what hardship is greater to relieve and remove from your
Muslim brother than the hardships of being a prisoner? Imagine how great the
hardships are of being captive in the depths of the prisons of the oppressors and
criminals!

And he said: “The Muslim is the brother of the Muslim. He does not oppress
him or hand him over, and whoever helps his brother, Allah will help him.
And whoever relieves the distress of a Muslim, Allah will relieve his
distress on the Day of Resurrection.” His statement “he does not oppress him
or hand him over” means that he does not hand him over to oppression and the
oppressors, and rather strives to rescue him from their clutches,

O Muslims, you want the scholars and callers to Allah to openly proclaim the truth
and to fulfill their obligations towards the Ummah, yet if they do this and are
afflicted with trials and hardships such as their being thrown into the depths of the
prisons of the oppressors, you abandon them and distance yourselves from them,
and sit back from helping them as if you don’t know them and they have no rights
over you… {“That is a division that is most unfair!”} [an-Najm; 22] So, Islam
should be aided by the Muslim people as well as their active scholars together – not
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one instead of the other.

A door to the doors of good has been opened for you, O slave of Allah! So, take
advantage of it before it shuts and you are prevented from this abundant good!
This door is that you see to the needs of your imprisoned brothers and their
families and children. So, I give glad tidings to those who take advantage of this
before the door is shut, and they spend the rest of their lives in regret!

O Allah, the Living, the Self-Sustaining! Owner of Majesty and Honor! I ask You by
Your Mercy and Power to release the Muslim prisoners everywhere on Earth, to
relieve their distress, to unite them with their children and families and loved ones
immediately, to be with them in their solitude, to keep them firm, to cause
tranquility to descend upon their hearts, and to exact revenge upon the oppressors
and their helpers. Show us one of Your signs in how You deal with them, as You are
Hearing, Close, and Respondent, our Lord!

And may peace and blessings shower our unlettered Prophet, his Household, and
his Companions.

Our final call is that all praise is for Allah, the Lord of the worlds.

Original Arabic: http://www.abubaseer.bizland.com/articles/read/a%20106.doc

9 Comments »

Two Women Who Stood Up to Fir’awn
Posted in Ibn Kathir, Our Captive Sister on August 19, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

Ibn Kathir commented on the verse: {“And Allah has set forth an example for
those who believe: the wife of Fir’awn, when she said: “My Lord! Build for
me a home with You in Paradise, and save me from Fir’awn and his work,
and save me from the wrong-doers.”"} [at-Tahrim; 11]:

Qatadah said: “Fir’awn was the most tyrannical and disbelieving person on Earth,
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and by Allah, his disbelief did not affect his wife when she decided to obey her
Lord.”

Abu ‘Uthman an-Nahdi reported that Sulayman said: “Fir’awn’s wife was tortured in
the heat of the Sun. When her torturers would take a break and walk away, the
Angels would shade her with their wings, and she would see her home in Paradise.”

al-Qasim bin Abi Bazzah said:

“Fir’awn’s wife asked who won, and it was said to her: “Musa and Harun won.” So,
she would say: “I believe in the Lord of Musa and Harun.” Fir’awn said to those
around him: “Look for the largest rock you can find. If she sticks to what she said,
throw it on her. If she retracts what she said, she will remain my wife.” When they
came to her, she looked towards the sky and saw her home in Paradise. So, she
stuck to what she said and her soul was taken, and the rock was thrown on her
lifeless body after her soul had been taken.” The scholars say regarding her
statement: “My Lord! Build for me a home with You in Paradise” that she chose her
neighbor (Allah) before mentioning where she wanted to live (a home in Paradise).

Abu al-’Aliyah said:

“Fir’awn’s wife believed because of the wife of Fir’awn’s treasurer. What happened
was that this woman was sitting and combing the hair of Fir’awn’s daughter one
day, and the comb fell from her hand. So, she said: “May whoever disbelieves in
Allah be destroyed!” Fir’awn’s daughter said to her: “You have a lord besides my
father?” She replied: “The Lord of me, your father, and everything is Allah.” So,
Fir’awn’s daughter hit her and went to tell her father.

Fir’awn sent to her, saying: “You worship a lord besides me?” She said: “Yes. The
Lord of you, I, and everything is Allah, and I worship Him.” So, Fir’awn tortured her
by putting her on a stake and stretching out her arms and legs and setting loose
snakes on her body. One day, when she was in such a state, he came to her and
said: “Will you give up?” She replied: “The Lord of you, I, and everything is Allah.”
He said to her: “I will kill your son if you do not do not go back from what you
said.” She said: “Do whatever you want,” and he killed her son, and she could hear
his soul calm her down by saying to her: “Be happy, my mother! You have such
and such reward with Allah!”
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She remained patient until Fir’awn came to her another day, and she said the same
to him as she had before. So, he killed another of her sons, and she could hear his
soul calming her down as well. Fir’awn’s wife heard all of this, and this caused her
to become a believer. Allah took away the soul of the wife of Fir’awn’s treasurer,
and Fir’awn’s wife suddenly realized the reward, status, and honor that this woman
had in Paradise.

So, she increased in her faith and certainty until Allah caused Fir’awn to discover
her faith, and he said to his followers: “What do you know about Asyah bint
Muzahim?” They replied by praising her, and he said to them: “She worships
someone besides me!” They said: “Kill her,” and he placed her on a device that
stretched her arms and legs away from her body. So, Asyah called upon her Lord,
saying: “My Lord! Build for me a home with You in Paradise!” Fir’awn happened to
walk by when she said this, and she smiled because she saw her home in Paradise,
and Fir’awn said to those watching: “Aren’t you amazed by her insanity? She smiles
while we are torturing her?!”

So, Allah took her soul away to Paradise, and may Allah be Pleased with her…”

['Tafsir al-Qur'an al-'Adhim'; 4/504-505]

Regarding the story of the woman who was combing the hair of Fir’awn’s daugher,
there is a supporting narration in the ‘Musnad’ (1/309 and 4/295) that was declared
authentic by Ahmad Shakir from Ibn ‘Abbas that the Messenger of Allah (ﻩﻝﻝﺍ ﻯﻝﺹ
 )ﻡﻝﺱ ﻭ ﻩﻱﻝﻉsaid: “ًWhen it was the night of my Isra‘, I sensed a beautiful,
sweet scent. So, I said: “Jibril, what is this beautiful scent?” He replied:
“This is the scent of the woman who combed the hair of Fir’awn’s
daughter, and her children.” I said: “And what is her story?”" And he then
related a story similar to what was mentioned by Ibn Kathir, with the difference of
a few details.

Amazing people.

1 Comment »
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A Story of Ghayrah for Islam’s Women
Posted in Ibn Kathir, Our Captive Sister on August 18, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

Ibn an-Nahhas mentioned in ‘Mashari’ al-Ashwaq’ (2/143) that adh-Dhahabi said in
‘Tarikh al-Islam’:

“…In the year 98, Amir al-Mu’minin Sulayman bin ‘Abd al-Malik sought to move to
Jerusalem, and he moved people and wealth there. During this time, he received
the news that the Romans had attacked the coast of Homs and took a number of
Muslims prisoner including a woman and her son. So, he became extremely angry
and said: “There is no option but for us to fight them and for them to fight us. By
Allah, I will fight them until I conquer Constantinople or die trying!”

So, he gathered 120,000 soldiers from Sham and the Arabian Peninsula to launch a
ground attack, and a thousand ships from Egypt and Africa to launch a naval
attack. He began personally distributing provisions to them, reminding them that
this was Constantinople they were seeking to conquer, and that they should take
this expedition seriously.”

Ibn Kathir continued in ‘al-Bidayah wan-Nihayah’ (9/177-178):

“Amir al-Mu’minin Sulayman bin ‘Abd al-Malik prepared his brother Maslamah bin
‘Abd al-Malik to invade Constantinople and go after the army that he was following.
So, he ended up with a mighty army, and he ordered each man to carry a small bit
of food on his horse. When they finally got to the land of the enemy, they piled all
of their collected food together until it was the size of a hill. So, Maslamah said:
“Leave this food and eat from whatever you find in their lands. Plant what you can
in the fertile areas and pick these plants, and build yourselves houses of wood,
since we will not leave this land until we conquer it by the Will of Allah!”

Maslamah then brought a Christian man named Ilyun who had confided to him that
he wanted to help him conquer the lands of the Romans. At first, he was
cooperative and gave good advice. When the king of Constantinople died, Ilyun
went there with a message from Maslamah while the Romans were extremely
scared of him. So, when Ilyun went to them, they said: “Get Maslamah away from
us and we will make you our king!” So, he went back to Maslamah and proceeded
to deceive and betray him. He continued doing this to the point that he burned up
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the food supply of the Muslims after he said to Maslamah: “As long as they see you
with all of this food, they will think that you are sitting back from a fight. So, if you
burn it all up, they will see that you are eager to fight and will immediately
surrender the lands to you.” So, Maslamah ordered all of the food to be burned,
and Ilyun waited until nighttime to go through the Muslims’ ships and escape with
as much of their supplies as he could, and he ended up fighting with the Romans
against the Muslims and manifesting his enmity and treachery.

The land was surrounded and besieged by the Romans, and conditions became so
difficult for the Muslims that they were forced to eat everything except the dirt
under their feet! They continued in this state until they received news that
Sulayman bin ‘Abd al-Malik had died and been succeeded by ‘Umar bin ‘Abd
al-’Aziz. So, they retreated and returned to Sham after putting up intense struggle
and effort.

However, Maslamah refused to return, and he eventually built a mighty mosque in
Constantinople that had a vast courtyard and stood tall in the sky…”

2 Comments »

The Aafia Siddiqui I Saw
Posted in Our Captive Sister on August 18, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

During the time of the Prophet ()ﻡﻝﺱ ﻭ ﻩﻱﻝﻉ ﻩﻝﻝﺍ ﻯﻝﺹ, those who entered Islam
were of two types: those who remained in their lands with the general populace
practicing the basic tenets of the religion, and those who took it upon themselves to
migrate and join the Prophet in his expeditions. There are ahadith that show that
the Prophet treated these two groups differently from each other due to their
difference in status. For example, Muslim and at-Tirmidhi report that when
appointing a leader to a battalion, he would instruct him on how to deal with those
of the enemy who became Muslims, saying: “…invite them to migrate from
their lands to the land of the Muhajirin, and inform them that if they do so,
they will have all the privileges and obligations of the Muhajirin. If they
refuse to migrate, tell them that they will have the status of the Bedouins,
file:///D|/Files/Database/=%20Americans/mehanna-blog-4.htm (17 of 27) [12/11/2008 6:41:27 PM]

http://www.intelwire.com

INTELWIRE

http://www.intelwire.com

2008 August « A Resource of Translated Islamic Texts

and will be subjected to the commands of Allah like the rest of the
believers…” This distinction was simply of one group deciding to take upon its
shoulders certain responsibilities in contrast to the other whose inactivity limited
them to a very individualistic, localized, benign practice of Islam. One can in
essence say that the Prophet divided the practice of the Muslims at the time into
two types: the religion of the Migrants (Din al-Muhajirin, whose adherents took
upon their shoulders the responsibilities of aiding and giving victory to Islam), and
the religion of the Bedouins (Din al-A’rab, whose adherents did not go beyond the
basics).

Although the depiction is of a situation that existed over a thousand years ago, it is
an eternal pattern that Muslims will be distributed amongst these levels in every
era and in every place. So, one can notice this distinction even amongst the
practicing Muslims of the East and West. The Din al-A’rab of the past can be
compared to the Islam that is limited to the five pillars, eating zabihah, and keeping
the local mosque clean. Considering how difficult it is in the West to come across
even these Muslims, imagine what joy comes to the eye and heart to see those who
go a step further and reach the level of adhering to Din al-Muhajirin – those whose
concern spans the entire Ummah, driving them to get up and become active
workers for Islam, to dedicate their every minute to the service of Allah however
they can no matter what other responsibilities clutter their busy lives, to have their
hearts beat with the rest of the Muslims – all this with their heads raised high and
paying no regard to those around them who eat and live like cattle, as it was said:

ﺩﻱﺏﻉﻝﺍ ﺍﻱﻥﺩ ﻱﻑ ﺭﺍﺭﺡﺍﻝﺍ ﺍﺫﻙﻩ
Such are the free in a world of the enslaved…

Recently, the entire world has been speaking about one such person - a short, thin
college student, wife, and mother of three small children. Her name is Aafia
Siddiqui.

I want you to be drawn to the story of this woman and also understand why I was
drawn to it. I want you to come to know of the concern and dedication that this
woman had for Islam as described by those who knew her - a dedication that was
manifested by way of actions that were very simple and easy, yet seldom carried
out by those who are able.

Those who knew Aafia recall that she was a very small, quiet, polite, and shy
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woman who was barely noticeable in a gathering. However, they add that when
necessary, she would say what needed to be said. She was once giving a speech at
a fundraiser for Bosnian orphans at a local mosque in which she began lambasting
the men in the audience for not stepping up to do what she was doing. She would
plead: “Where are the men? Why do I have to be the one standing up here and
doing this work?” And she was right, as she was a mother, a wife, and a student in
a community full of brothers with nothing to show when it came to Islamic work.

When she was a student at MIT, she began organizing drives to deliver copies of
the Qur’an and other Islamic literature to the Muslims in the local prisons. She
would have them delivered in boxes to a local mosque, and she would then show
up at the mosque and carry the heavy boxes by herself all the way down the three
flights of very steep stairs. Subhan Allah, look at the Qadar of Allah: this woman
who would spend so much time and effort to help Muslim prisoners is now herself a
prisoner (I ask Allah to free her)!

Her dedication to Islam was also very evident on campus. A 2004 article from
Boston Magazine mentions that “…she wrote three guides for members who wanted
to teach others about Islam. On the group’s website, Siddiqui explained how to run
a daw’ah table, an informational booth used at school events to educate people
about, and persuade them to convert to, Islam.” The article continues to mention
that in the guides, she wrote: “Imagine our humble, but sincere daw’ah effort
turning into a major daw’ah movement in this country! Just imagine it! And us,
reaping the reward of everyone who accepts Islam through this movement, through
years to come. Think and plan big. May Allah give this strength and sincerity to us
so that our humble effort continue, and expands until America becomes a Muslim land.”

Allahu Akbar…look at this himmah (concern)…look at these lofty aspirations and
goals! As men, we should be ashamed to have to learn such lessons from a sister.

She would drive out of her way every week to teach the local Muslim children on
Sundays. I was told by a sister that she would also drive out of her way every week
to visit a small group of reverts to teach them the basics of Islam. One of the
sisters who attended her circles described Aafia as “not going out of her way to be
noticed by anybody, or to be anyone’s friend. She just came out here to teach us
about Allah, and English wasn’t even her first language!”

Another sister who would attend her circles describes: “She shared with us that we
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should never make excuses for who we are. She said: “Americans have no respect
for people who are weak. Americans will respect us if we stand up and we are
strong.”"

Allahu Akbar…O Allah, free this woman!

But Aafia’s biggest passion was helping the oppressed Muslims around the globe.
When war in Bosnia broke out, she did not sit back and watch with one knee over
the other. Rather, she immediately sought out whatever means were within her
grasp to make a difference. She didn’t sit in a dreamy bubble thinking all day about
how she wished that she could go over to Bosnia and help with relief efforts. She
got up and did what she could: she would speak to people to raise awareness, she
would ask for donations, she would send e-mails, she would give slideshow
presentations - the point I’m trying to make here is that Aafia showed that there is
always something we can do to help our brothers and sisters, the least of which is a
spoken word to raise awareness to those who are unaware. Sitting back and doing
nothing is never an option. She once gave a speech at a local mosque to raise
funds for Bosnian orphans, and when the audience was just sitting there watching
her, she asked: “How many people in this room own more than one pair of boots?”
When half the room raised their hands, she said: “So, donate them to these
Bosnians who are about to face a brutal winter!” She was so effective in her plea
that even the imam took off his boots and donated them!

There is much more to say about how passionate this sister was for Islam.
However, the above gives you an idea of what she was like, and should hopefully
serve as an inspiration for brothers before sisters to become active in serving Islam
through whatever means are available. Remember that she was doing all of this
while being a mother and a PhD student, and most of us do much less despite
having much more free time.

So, having this image of Aafia in my mind, I was taken aback at what I saw when
she was brought into court for what should have been her bail hearing. The door on
the front left side of the courtroom was slowly opened to reveal a frail, limp,
exhausted woman who could barely hold her own head up straight in a pale blue
wheelchair. She was dressed in a Guantanamo-style orange prison uniform, and
her frail head was wrapped in a white hijab that was pulled down to cover her bonethin arms (the prison uniform is shortsleeved). Her lawyers quickly sat around her,
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and the hearing began.

The head prosecutor, assistant US attorney Christopher LaVigne, walked in with a
group of three or four FBI agents, one of whom was a female who looked Pakistani
()ﻡﻩﻱﻝﻉ ﻩﻝﻝﺍ ﺓﻥﻉﻝ. The defense began by announcing that the bail hearing was to
be postponed because of Aafia’s medical condition. Essentially, Aafia’s lawyers
reasoned that there was no point of her being out on bail if she was near death. So,
they demanded that she be allowed a doctor’s visit before anything else. LaVigne
got up and objected, saying that Aafia was a risk to the security of the United
States. The judge didn’t seem to buy that, and the prosecutor continued arguing
that “this is a woman who attempted to blast her way out of captivity.” As soon as
this was said, I looked over and noticed Aafia shaking her head in desperation and
sadness, as if she felt that the whole world was against her. By the way, Aafia was
so small and weak that I could barely see her from behind the wheelchair. All I
could see was her head slumped over to the left and wrapped in the hijab, and her
right arm sticking out.

I got a better understanding of why she was so sad and desperate when her lawyer
began listing details of her condition:

* She now has brain damage from her time in US custody
* One of her kidneys was removed while in US custody
* She is unable to digest her food since part of her intestines was removed during
surgery while in US custody
* She has layers and layers of sewed up skin from the surgery for the gunshot
wound
* She has a large surgical scar from her chest area all the way down to her torso

With all of this, she had not been visited by a single doctor the entire time of her
incarceration in the US despite being in constant incredible abdominal pain
following her sloppy surgery in Afghanistan - pain for which she was being given
nothing more than Ibuprofen! Ibuprofen is purchased over the counter to treat
headaches!

With all of this, the prosecutor had the audacity and shamelessness to try to
prevent her from being seen by a doctor due to her being a “security risk.” When
he was pressed by the judge as to why Aafia was sitting all this time in a NYC
prison without basic medical care, the government attorney stuttered, said that it
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was “a complicated situation,” and capped it with the expected cheap shot that “it
was her decision as she refused to by seen by a male doctor.” As soon as the
prosecutor said that last bit, I saw Aafia’s thin arm shoot up and shake back and
forth to the judge (as if to say ‘No! He’s lying!’). I felt so sorry for her, as she was
obviously quite frustrated at the lies being spilled out before her very eyes. Her
lawyer then put her hand on her arm and began stroking it to comfort her and calm
her down.

When the hearing was over, one scholarly statement stuck in my mind, and it is
where Ibn al-Qayyim said that a person rises in his closeness to Allah until: “…there
remains only one obstacle from which the enemy calls him from, and this is an
obstacle that he must face. If anyone were to be saved from this obstacle, it would
have been the Messengers and Prophets of Allah, and the noblest of His Creation.
This is the obstacle of Satan unleashing his troops upon the believer with various
types of harm: by way of the hand, the tongue, and the heart. This occurs in
accordance with the degree of goodness that exists within the believer. So, the
higher he is in degree, the more the enemy unleashes his troops and helps them
against him, and overwhelms him with his followers and allies in various ways.
There is no way around this obstacle, because the firmer he is in calling to Allah
and fulfilling His commands, the more the enemy becomes intent upon deceiving
him with foolish people. So, he has essentially put on his body armor in this
obstacle, and has taken it upon himself to confront the enemy for Allah’s Sake and
in His Name, and his worship in doing so is the worship of the best of worshippers.”

And this was absolutely clear that day when looking at the scene in the court.
Despite Aafia’s apparent physical weakness and frailty, there was a certain ‘izzah
(honor) and strength that I felt emanating from her the entire time. Everything
from the way she forcefully shook her hand at the judge when the prosecutor would
lie, to how she was keen to wear her hijab on top of her prison garments despite
horrible circumstances that would make hijab the last thing on most people’s
minds, to the number of FBI agents, US Marshals, reporters, officials, etc. who
were all stuffed in this small room to observe this frail, weak, short, quiet, female
“security risk” - everything pointed to the conclusion that the only thing all of these
people were afraid of was the strength of this sister’s iman.

This is the situation of our dear sister, a Muslim woman in captivity…

What can I say…?
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I will not close by mentioning the obligation of helping to free Muslim prisoners. I
will not mention how al-Mu’tasim razed an entire city to the ground to rescue a
single Muslim woman. I will not go back to the days of Salah ad-Din or ‘Umar bin
‘Abd al-’Aziz, who rescued Muslim prisoners in the tens of thousands. I cannot be
greedy enough to mention these things at this point because what is even sadder
than what is happening to Aafia Siddiqui is how few the Muslims were who even
bothered to show up to her hearing in a city of around half a million Muslims (not
counting the surrounding areas), and that not a single Muslim organization in the
United States has taken up the sister’s cause or even spoken a word in her
defense, and as Ibn al-Qayyim said: “If ghayrah (protective jealousy) leaves a
person’s heart, his faith will follow it.”

Unfortunately, in a time where most of us are following Din al-A’rab, it seems that
the best person to teach us a lesson in how to help Aafia Siddiqui would have been
Aafia herself.

ﻥﺍﻉﺕﺱﻡﻝﺍ ﻩﻝﻝﺍ ﻭ

3 Comments »

If They Don’t Respond to Your Da’wah, Move On
Posted in 'Abd al-Karim Zaydan on August 5, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

“And there is a third type of seclusion for the da’i, and that is to leave the
disbelievers and move on to another group of people if he sees that he’s made an
effort with them that has proved useless and brought about no result, or that it is
very unlikely that they will respond to him within a reasonable amount of time, or if
he is unable to handle the harm they inflict upon him.

In such a case, he should move on to another group and focus his efforts on calling
them to Allah. This is because the abilities of the da’i are limited, and his time is
limited. So, if he receives no response from a particular people, he should move on
to other people and avoid those who didn’t respond.
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In fact, it is up to him to temporarily avoid them all, as is mentioned regarding
Prophet Ibrahim: {“And I shall turn away from you and from those whom
you invoke besides Allah.”} [Maryam; 48]

…and what Allah Said regarding Prophet Musa: {“But if you believe me not,
then keep away from me and leave me alone.”} [ad-Dukhan; 21]

…and His Saying regarding the People of the Cave: {“And when you withdraw
from them and that which they worship besides Allah, then seek refuge in
the Cave, and your Lord will open a way for you from His Mercy, and will
make your affair easy for you.”} [al-Kahf; 16],

And Allah Knows best.”

['Usul ad-Da'wah'; p. 368]

Leave A Comment »

Following the Practices of the Kuffar
Posted in The Words of the Salaf on August 5, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

These are some interesting narrations worthy of reflection that are found in Hamud
at-Tuwayjri’s ‘Ithaf al-Jama’ah bi Ma Ja’ fil-Fitan wal-Malahim wa Ashrat asSa’ah’ (1/267-274), and they deal with the concept of the Muslims imitating the
practices of the nations that came before them.

Of course, when these types of narrations come that inform us of future events,
they are meant as an indhar (warning), not iqrar (approval) of what is being
mentioned:

1 - Abu Sa’id al-Khudri narrated that the Prophet ()ﻡﻝﺱ ﻭ ﻩﻱﻝﻉ ﻩﻝﻝﺍ ﻯﻝﺹ
said:

“Indeed, you will follow the practices of those who came before you handspan by handspan, armspan by armspan - to the point that if they
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follow the lizard into its hole, you would follow them in this.” We said: “O
Messenger of Allah, are you referring to the Jews and Christians?” He replied:
“Who else?”

[Reported by Ahmad, al-Bukhari, and Muslim]

2 - al-Mustawrad bin Shaddad said that the Messenger of Allah said:

“This nation (i.e. the Muslims) will not leave anything from the practices of
the people who came before it except that it will adopt them.”

[Reported by at-Tabarani, and al-Haythami said: "Its narrators are trustworthy."]

3 - Hudhayfah said:

“You will follow ways of those who came before you, step by step. You will not
avoid their path, and it will not avoid you.”

[Reported by al-Ajuri in 'ash-Shari'ah']

4 - He also said:

“There is nothing that Bani Isra’il did except that you will do the same.” So, a man
asked: “Will there be homosexuality amongst us?” He replied: “Yes.”

[Reported by Ibn Abi Shaybah]

5 - ‘Abdullah bin Mas’ud said:

“By Allah, you resemble Bani Isra’il more than anyone else. You will not leave a
single thing that they did except that you will also do it, and there will not be a
single characteristic that they had except that you will also have it.”

[Reported by Muhammad bin Nasr al-Maruzi in 'as-Sunnah']

6 - Ibn Mas’ud and Hudhayfah both said:

“You resemble Bani Isra’il more than anyone else in their character and practice.
You imitate them in their actions step by step, except that I am not sure whether or
file:///D|/Files/Database/=%20Americans/mehanna-blog-4.htm (25 of 27) [12/11/2008 6:41:27 PM]

http://www.intelwire.com

INTELWIRE

2008 August « A Resource of Translated Islamic Texts

not you will worship a calf!”

[Reported by al-Baghawi and Ibn Abi Shaybah]

7 - Ibn ‘Abbas said:

“There isn’t anything that was with Bani Isra’il except that it will also be with you.”

[Reported by Nu'aym bin Hammad and Muhammad bin Nasr al-Maruzi]

8 - ‘Ubadah bin as-Samit said:

“By Allah, there is nothing about those who came before you except that it will also
be with you.”

[Reported by Muhammad bin Nasr al-Maruzi]

9 - Ibn ‘Umar said:

“You will adopt the practices of those who came before you - the good and the bad.”

[Reported by al-Maruzi]

10 - al-Walid said that he was walking with Abyad, one of the Companions
of the Prophet, to visit a friend:

“So, we entered the mosque, and we saw the people praying. I said: “Praise be to
Allah who has caused Islam to unite white and black people!” So, Abyad said: “By
the One in Whose Hand my soul is, the Day of Resurrection will not come until you
adopt some practices of every religion.” I said: “Will this be because people will
leave Islam?” He replied: “They will pray like you pray, they will sit in your
gatherings, they will live amongst you, and they will adopt some of the practices of
every religion.”"

[Reported by 'Abdan in the book 'as-Sahabah']

The author, Shaykh Hamud at-Tuwayjri ( )ﻩﻝﻝﺍ ﻩﻡﺡﺭthen mentions: “These mawquf
narrations from the Companions have the ruling of being marfu’ (attributed to the
Prophet), since they discuss issues of the Unseen, and the Companions would not
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speak about such issues from their own opinion. Rather, they took these words
from the Prophet, and Allah Knows best.”

Leave A Comment »
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What Goes Around Comes Around
Posted in 'Abdullah 'Azzam on July 31, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

“…Whenever I look to the effects of Ibn Taymiyyah and the effects of Sayyid Qutb
on Earth, I come to realize the meaning of {“A good word is like good tree
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whose root is firmly fixed, and its branches reach to the sky, giving its fruit
at all times by the Leave of its Lord…”} [Ibrahim; 24]

Are we Serious? on
Living Together

Ibn Taymiyyah died in prison in the year 726 H. His books were burned up, and he
and Ibn al-Qayyim were paraded around the streets of Damascus with the
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neighborhood children mocking and clapping behind them. Ibn Taymiyyah would
sometimes write in prison, so they took away his pen and paper. So, he began
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Living Together

writing on the walls of his cell using a rock. This treatise of ‘al-Hamawiyyah’ or ‘atTadmuriyyah’ was copied down from the walls of his prison cell. Ibn Taymiyyah

3a on
Living Together

died in 726 H, and the the scholars who competed with him thought that they were
finally rid of him. He died in 726 H, and after exactly four centuries, someone
emerged in the belly of the Arabian Peninsula who loved the books of Ibn
Taymiyyah and learned from them, and he was Shaykh Muhammad bin ‘Abd alWahhab. Muhammad bin ‘Abd al-Wahhab was expelled from ad-Dar’iyyah to here
and there, to Iraq, etc. Afterwards, he returned, and Allah softened the heart of
Muhammad bin Sa’ud towards him and he agreed to aid his mission, and he did so.
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days of ‘Abd al-’Aziz, the people would wander from place to place until they could
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S M T W T F S
« Jun
Aug »

the famine, we would dig up ant hills and collect and eat the wheat that the ants
would gather. We were unable to eat dates on a daily basis, and we’d have to eat

1 2 3 4 5

the date one day, and suck on the seed of that date the next.”

6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19

They would also take the vines on which the dates grew and wash them. So, the

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

people of Najd would all come with their containers and vessels to collect some of

27 28 29 30 31

the wash of these date vines. Allah then Willed that petroleum would be discovered
inside the Arabian Peninsula, and this country began printing the books of Ibn
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library in the world was left except that it contained Ibn Taymiyyah’s books. Today,
if you wish to silence someone, you simply say ‘Ibn Taymiyyah said such and such,’
and the person is silenced: {“A good word is like good tree whose root is
firmly fixed, and its branches reach to the sky, giving its fruit at all times
by the Leave of its Lord…”}
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Sayyid Qutb was the same way. He was executed in prison, not in the street. They
executed him inside the prison in a dark room, and nobody knows where his grave
is until now. His own family doesn’t know where he is buried. One of his old friends
said to me: “If only we knew where his grave is so that we can visit him…” So, I
said to him: “His Lord does, you don’t need to know.” The day that Sayyid was
executed, six to eight thousand copies of ‘Fi Dhilal al-Qur’an’ were burned in the
main streets, in other words 64,000 volumes of the book were burned. Anyone in
Egypt who was found possessing any of Sayyid Qutb’s books - especially ‘Ma’alim
fit-Tariq’ - was sentenced to ten years in prison. Sayyid’s books were treated like
opium! They were actually like opium! They were warned against in the same way
that marijuana was warned against.

When Sayyid Qutb was executed, the ‘Voice of the Arabs’ broadcast that he had
been executed because he wanted to kill Umm Kulthum and destroy charitable
organizations and the radio stations that broadcast the Qur’an, and because he had
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contacts with Western intelligence, that he was an American agent, a Western
agent, etc. So, the announcer on the ‘Voice of the Arabs’ show, Ahmad Sa’id - I
heard him myself, and may he go to Hell, and what an evil destination - would say
regarding Sayyid Qutb: “To Hell, and what an evil destination.”

That generation began asking itself: ‘Who is this man who was executed? What is
this book ‘Ma’alim fit-Tariq’ and this book ‘Fi Dhilal al-Qur’an’ that he was
sentenced for?’ So, everyone began looking for these books to read them. This
happened to the point that a failing Christian publishing company in Beirut was
advised by other Christians: “If you want to save your company, print ‘Fi Dhilal alQur’an.’” Yes, and he did so, and in the same year that Sayyid Qutb was executed,
the book was printed seven times. Seven times! And during his life, it was only
printed one and a half times - they did not even complete the second printing.
Everyone who read Sayyid Qutb’s books returned to Allah and was affected by him,
and the curse of Allah came down on those who had prevented people from reading
them before. While they used to pound and whistle and jump up and down in the
streets while his books were being burned, you now do not find a group of Muslims
on Earth except that his books are with them, as they have been translated into
almost every language…”

['Fi Dhilal Surat at-Tawbah'; p. 242-243]

Leave A Comment »

The Hidden Secret
Posted in Safar al-Hawali on July 21, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

“…We can prove the existence of this secret with tangible evidence from the words
of those who do not believe in the Hereafter but who do believe in being active and
energetic, and believe in the necessity of making good use of their time. We will
present this only for the sake of knowledge and comparison, nothing else.

Many studies have been carried out regarding the subject of human potential and
the extent and power of this potential, and this is a topic that we can all gain
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something from. Everyone who studies the human being and his hidden potential
says that it is something quite extraordinary! The human - any human - has
unbelievable hidden reserves of power and energy! Let’s take a normal person with
an average level of intelligence. If we tap into his hidden potential, it is possible for
this person to become from the greatest geniuses - greater than we can imagine and it is possible for him to be from the greatest leaders in the world, and it is
possible for him to be from the greatest authors in the world, and it is possible for
him to be from the greatest scientists in the world.

How?

They say that this potential is reserved and exists. However, it needs something to
tap into it and bring it out.

For example, take the long distance swimming marathon race - and it is from the
practices and innovations of Greek jahiliyyah and religion. They made it a religious
ritual in which they race around the Alps, which they considered to be a holy
mountain, saying that the gods live in these mountains. These are all false religious
beliefs that have spread around the world since then. So, if the one who races ten
or twenty kilometers runs out of energy and quits, the doctors who observe him will
say that he still has hidden energy reserves until now - an natural, organic reserve
of energy that is endless. This is indeed something amazing.

So, what is the proof for this?

They say that if someone who is in a race and becomes exhausted and quits
suddenly encounters a hungry lion who is trying to eat him, he will get up and run
away as fast as he can. So, subhan Allah! Where did he get this energy? Did it
descend from the sky? They say that this is proof that these hidden reserves of
energy exist, and it is possible for the racer to take advantage of them in the time
he has left to win the race. The only limiting factor is the weakness of whatever is
being used to tap these reserves and bring them out. If such a factor exists and is
strong, these reserves will be accessed on a greater scale.

What if we were to apply this principle to the reality of the first generation - the
Companions - and how they were?

They were regular bedouins, just like all of the Arabs. They included those from
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Quraysh - and they are a virtuous people - and those from Banu Tamim and
Yemen, just like other people. However, when they believed and entered Islam,
look at how their potential and abilities were tapped!

For example, look at ‘Abdullah bin Mas’ud. He was a sheep herder on the outskirts
of Makkah, and there have been thousands and millions of other sheep herders
throughout history. However, when this herder and the other Companions believed
and entered Islam, they became transformed into something amazing. He was from
the most famous scholars of the city of Kufah in the Islamic state, which is famous
all over the world. People would travel there from all over to visit ‘Abdullah bin
Mas’ud, the sheep herder! How was his potential tapped and how was his hidden
power brought out?

So, the entire issue has to do with what it is that brings it out. This instigating
factor would come to the Companions - and I ask Allah to grant us this in our
hearts - and you would never see from them one who sought Paradise or was
escaping from Hell sleeping.

One of the Salaf said: “Whenever I want to sleep, I would remember Paradise or
Hell and jump up like someone who was crazy, and I’d be unable to sleep
afterwards.” Subhan Allah, he would recite the Qur’an and pray, he would want to
sit down, and he would suddenly remember an obligation he had of Jihad, enjoining
the good and preventing the bad, etc. So, how can you make this a time to relax
while for him it is a powerful instigator?

Praise Allah that this is the nature of the believer, as it can be the case that he is
sleeping on his bed, has one of his brothers ask his help in something, and he then
wakes up and becomes enthusiastic in fulfilling this task. It is as if he didn’t want to
sleep in the first place and was instead looking for something to do, and he might
even spend long hours doing whatever it is his brother asked of him. Here, we
come to know the secret of the victories of the Companions, as all of their hidden
potential was tapped. There is the Paradise, and you want to sleep. Suddenly, you
remember the maidens and servants that are in it, just like the Companion said:
“There is nothing between me and Paradise except for me to be killed.” So, he
threw away some dates he was eating and entered the battlefield because this is
Paradise, and the strongest instigator is for you to remember Paradise and go forth
to do something, or for you to remember Hell and step back from doing something.
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This is why the believer can turn away from the most intense, strongest, pressing
desires, just as what happened with Prophet Yusuf. In fact, this happened to the
man who was trapped in the cave when his cousin came and they were about to
sleep together, and she said: “Fear Allah and do not break the seal unlawfully!” So,
the fear of Allah came to him while his lust was thriving, and he left it all for Allah
because this thing came to him that was stronger than every lust and stronger than
every desire and stronger than every instigator. So, the person forgets everything
and goes back to being strong and upright, and he uses this energy and power in
something good.

One of the Salaf was very old, and he was very pious even in his old age. So, the
people were amazed and said: “An old man who is able to maintain his piety to this
level?” So, he replied: “I protected these limbs from what Allah had forbidden when
I was young, and He protected them for me when I became old.” Amazing! The
energy and potential is still there!

So, look at the potential that Allah has given us. Concentrate on it and you will find
the most amazing things. However, this potential is like petroleum: if its owner
leaves it to spill on the ground, nobody will gain anything from it. However, if he
puts it in his car and starts the engine, the car will move with the permission of
Allah…”

Original Arabic: http://www.alhawali.com/index.cfm?method=home.
SubContent&contentID=2475

2 Comments »

The Fruits of Sincerity in Your Knowledge and Time
Posted in Safar al-Hawali on July 20, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

“…How great are the fruits of sincerity, and how are the Muslims, the righteous, the
worshipers who seek Allah and the Hereafter and know the worthlessness of the life
of this world in dire need of purifying their actions to be solely for Allah so that they
can see these fruits and blessings for themselves, and so that they can see things
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that nobody would believe could happen within the normal limits of the human
perspective!

From these is that the scholars who wrote and sought knowledge sincerely for Allah
were granted blessing in their time, lives, and knowledge by Allah, and many
people benefited from them.

Take ‘Sahih al-Bukhari’ as an example. How many books have been written and
authored? However, the author of this book was sincere towards Allah, and he
would not write in it a single hadith except after making ablution and praying two
units and making istikharah to Allah, and there was the worship and zuhd that was
known in the life of Imam al-Bukhari. When this was the case, Allah blessed him in
his time, and He blessed him in his deeds, and He gave this book the position and
degree that it has. It is the most authentic book after the Book of Allah, and the
Muslims of every era until the Day of Resurrection have accepted it wholeheartedly.
This is indeed a great miracle, as how many books have been written that do not
have what this book has?

Such is the case with the life of Imam Ahmad, may Allah be Pleased with him and
he with Him. Look at the acceptance in the hearts of the people that Allah granted
him - it is incredible! When Ahmad would simply point at someone with his finger
and said ‘Yes,’ or if he were to mention someone and just say ‘Yes,’ - he praised
him by simply saying ‘Yes,’ or ‘He is a good man,’ etc. - Allah would raise the status
of that particular man in the eyes of all the Muslims. So, this man would become
exalted, and this word of praise would spread from Baghdad to Khurasan to Egypt
to Andalusia to everywhere else, and it would be recorded in the books that Ahmad
said about such and such a man that he is good or that he praised him. So, this
would be a tazkiyah for him and a means for the acceptance of his narrations and
knowledge, and a confirmation of the soundness of his beliefs.

And the Khalifah al-Mutawakkil - from his intense keenness to be seen in a good
light in front of his people as is the case with the rulers of every era - requested of
Imam Ahmad to visit him because the people knew that Imam Ahmad only ate
what was halal. So, he wanted him to come and eat from his food so that the
people would take note of this and al-Mutawakkil would be praised by the people
just because Imam Ahmad ate from his food, even if Ahmad himself did not praise
him with a single word!
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So, Imam Ahmad refused, and when al-Mutawakkil begged him - and he is alMutawakkil, the one through whom Allah revived the Sunnah and destroyed
innovation, and Ahl as-Sunnah wal-Jama’ah are indebted to him, and he is a leader
of the Muslims - he saw that he had no other option but to obey him. So, he went
to him while he was fasting. His sons ‘Abdullah and Salih said: “We were worried
about our father that he would die, as he was continually fasting through the days
and nights, and he would only drink water, as water was not something that could
be considered a favor from anyone.” All the while, al-Mutawakkil assumed that he
was eating from his food because they were not sitting and eating at the same
table.

Why did they have this prestige? It was only because of their sincerity towards
Allah.

In terms of the blessing in their time, look to the writings of Shaykh al-Islam Ibn
Taymiyyah, the writings of adh-Dhahabi, the writings of Ibn Kathir, and the writings
of an-Nawawi. You will see the most amazing things when you see these books
despite the expulsion, prison, beating, inquisition, having their books burned, and
prevention from any writing instruments that they suffered - especially Ibn
Taymiyyah - and that despite this, the preoccupation with worship and Jihad that
they displayed. Ibn Taymiyyah performed Jihad against the Batinis and the Tatars.
Jihad and knowledge, collecting and researching knowledge from the books,
worship, and he is still able to write all these books. How was this possible?!

Today, as you can see - we ask Allah to bless our time and our lives, and to grant
us sincerity that will make us deserving of this - a student will spend five years
preparing his doctorate, and he will then produce a book that will be nothing more
than quotations. If he worked a little harder, he would finish it in a few months, and
if he was one of the Salaf, he would have compiled it in a matter of days or weeks,
as it is nothing more than quotations. What was all of this time spent doing?

This all has to do with how much sincerity we have. How?

Some even said that if you were to take the lifespan of one of them and divide it
between the books that he wrote, you would find that he would write twenty pages
a day. Is it possible for anyone to write this much? When would he have the time to
check it over? When would he publish it?

file:///D|/Files/Database/=%20Americans/mehanna-blog-5.htm (8 of 26) [12/11/2008 6:43:12 PM]

INTELWIRE

http://www.intelwire.com

2008 July « A Resource of Translated Islamic Texts

If we ask a brother to prepare an article just one page long, he would spend the
entire night writing it, and would then spend the entire next day reviewing and
revising it. In fact, entire weeks might go by without him producing anything.
Subhan Allah!! How did these people write so much? If they were able to write
twenty pages that were reviewed, revised, fully and accurately referenced, and
filled with precisely derived rulings, this could not have been possible except due to
the blessing that Allah had placed in their knowledge, and this was all due to their
sincerity to Allah.

This is why they had high determination and aspirations.

When at-Tabari told his students: “I will provide you with the ‘Tafsir’ in 300
volumes,” they said: “This is too long” - three hundred volumes was too long, and
they couldn’t handle it - he replied: “Allahu Akbar! The aspirations have weakened!”
So, he wrote it in thirty volumes instead of the 300. These thirty volumes were in
accordance with the strength of their aspiration, as the vastness of ‘Tafsir at-Tabari’
- with all of its narrations, chains, linguistic commentaries and explanations - was
written by at-Tabari for those with weak determination. Today, we say that atTabari should have summarized it, and it actually has been summarized, because
the aspirations and determination that exists today is only a tenth of what existed
during the days of at-Tabari’s students.

This is how it was. So, how does one’s determination become weak?

Determination weakens when there is little sincerity, and it increases when there is
more sincerity and certainty. When a person combines the qualities of sincerity,
certainty, love, and all the other actions of the heart that I have mentioned and will
mention, he will reach the ultimate level of determination.

When the Companions reached this state, they gave no consideration whatsoever
to the powers on Earth, no matter who or what they were. Rather, they would send
armies to the East and West, land and sea, and they would not care in the least,
and they would not look to the enemy as having any worth. Yes, they would make
the necessary preparations, study the enemy in as much detail as possible, and
engage in strategic research and military intelligence. However, they knew that
they were fighting for Allah. So, no power was able to stand before them. They
were victorious because of their faith, righteousness, sincerity, and truthfulness
with Allah.
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There is just one more issue to address that I will close with, and it is that having
sincerity results in you being considered from the sincere, and this is because what
goes around comes around. So, if you are sincere and truthful with Allah, Allah will
make you from the sincere, and the sincere ones are the best of Allah’s Creation.
They are the ones who know Allah, and this is the most important of their many
characteristics. This is mentioned in ‘as-Saffat’ after Allah mentions the condition of
the polytheists and their likes who ascribed a son to Allah and kinship between He
and the jinn. So, at the end of these verses, He Said: {“Allah is Glorified above
what they ascribe to Him”} [as-Saffat; 159] {“…except the sincere slaves of
Allah.”} [as-Saffat; 40].

So, He is free of everything that He is described with with except what those who
know Him and give Him His proper due describe Him with, and they describe Him
with the attributes of perfection and praise…”

Original Arabic: http://www.alhawali.com/index.cfm?method=home.
SubContent&contentID=1372

Leave A Comment »

The Collapse of American Moral Values
Posted in Safar al-Hawali on July 17, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

“…The discussion regarding values can become deep and philosophical, and the
reader doesn’t need this. So, let us instead approach it from the standpoint of
experience and historical application.

The United States of America was founded on the paired values of extreme
religiosity and sheer self-centered opportunism. The religious values were
concentrated in certain groups of Americans living in certain states, and the
opportunistic values were likewise concentrated in certain groups and states. The
balance between the two was effectively maintained until the first World War, which
is when America abandoned its neutrality and emerged from seclusion. This is
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where its policies began gradually separating from traditional values, creating the
huge gap between the two that exists today.

However, the American people in their conscience remained zealously attached to
their values up until the current Information Revolution. Since intellectuals are
usually the first people to become aware of the collapse of values in a society, a
certain pessimism began appearing over half a century ago in various fictional
writings, and then in books of philosophical political commentary. The assassination
of Kennedy was a decisive sign of the success of the hidden influence of the armsdealers. This is where stiff criticism of the government began, and people began
describing it as a military empire. In ‘What Uncle Sam Really Wants,’ Noam
Chomsky clarified how American policy was quite detached from moral values in a
brief perceptive way, where he basically said that any success or attempt to
become free from serving American interests in any country in the world is always
confronted, even if this were to lead to the use of military force. He also showed
that more than half of the world’s nations served as theaters in which this policy
was implemented, with the constant claim being the ’struggle against Communism.’
After the collapse of Communism, Islam immediately took its place, and the slogan
was changed to ‘war against terrorism,’ and its alliance with Zionism became
clearly exposed.

Along with this came a massive collapse in the structure of moral values in the
family, as well as in people’s general dealings with each other. This started all the
way at the top with the fatherly “values president” as he was called, continuing
down to the corrupt priest, all the way down to the current generation that has
opened its eyes to the Information Revolution, such that 90% of the total websites
accessed by Americans on the Internet are permissive sites.

Basically, we can say that American policy is deteriorating at the foot of the
mountain when it comes to values, and American society is frighteningly
progressing towards collapse due to this. If the bitterest enemies of America were
to spend billions of dollars to ruin its image and reputation, they would have been
unable to ruin the world’s view of it to the same extent that it has done itself…”

Original Arabic: http://www.alhawali.com/index.cfm?method=home.
SubContent&contentID=167
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1 Comment »

When the Ummah Deviated from the Actions of
the Heart
Posted in Safar al-Hawali on July 17, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

“…The Companions and the righteous predecessors understood the Book of Allah
and implemented it in knowledge and action, and they knew the importance of the
actions of the heart such as sincerity, certainty, truthfulness, love, etc. As a result,
they became true manifestations of complete servitude to Allah, and they knew
that  ﻩﻝﻝﺍ ﺍﻝﺇ ﻩﻝﺇ ﺍﻝwas not just a phrase spoken on the tongue. They knew that the
person - if his heart submits and becomes subdued and humble - must carry out
certain deeds, and that his limbs must also become subdued. This is why their lives
became a living manifestation of these realities of faith that their hearts were
experiencing, may Allah be Pleased with them and they with Him.

What happened in the later years to some of Ahl as-Sunnah wal-Jama’ah - and we
are not talking about those who opposed them - is that they were afflicted with
what others were afflicted with to a certain degree. They became afflicted with
weakness, and their understanding became restricted and limited in their minds,
and the whole concept of the Religion to them became nothing more than basic
rituals, and the testimony that none was worthy of worship except Allah became a
mere statement.

So, Ahl as-Sunnah no longer have the same strength and high esteem that they
had during these previous three centuries or generations, because when the
Prophet ( )ﻡﻝﺱ ﻭ ﻩﻱﻝﻉ ﻩﻝﻝﺍ ﻯﻝﺹsaid: “The best people are my generation,
followed by those who come after them, followed by those who come after
them,” this did not mean that those who came after these three generations were
innovators or followers of desires. Rather, they were from the same group.
However, they were much less in number, and they had weakness. While their
characteristics did not expel them from the circle of Ahl as-Sunnah, they did bring
them down from the high degree occupied by the first three virtuous generations
who were the the ultimate manifestations of action, faith, and belief in this religion.
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This is proven by the fact that the scholars who understood the reality of the
actions of the heart and spoke about them were met with a bit of suspicion. Some
even reprimanded them, and I am not talking about the people of innovation.
Rather, some of Ahl as-Sunnah reacted as if these people were coming with
something new, or as if this scholar was coming with something that had never
been seen before, or that he at least was coming with something that they had not
learned from their own scholars. For example, look to how suspicious they were of
what was brought by Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah or Muhammad bin ‘Abd alWahhab. Some of the people were good and righteous, and did not like innovations
or dabble in them, and they were around during and before the call of Muhammad
bin ‘Abd al-Wahhab. Despite this, they never called to what he called to, and they
never revived what he revived because they were never exposed to what he was
exposed to. However, along with Ibn Taymiyyah and Ahmad before him, he
understood and knew that this belief consists of speech and action, and that if the
heart is alive and moving, then the limbs must also move with life. So, the issue is
not one of simple repetition where we just sit together and repeat our beliefs
regarding Allah’s Names and Attributes, predestination, the Hereafter, etc., and
that we each memorize all of this and then go home as guided people thinking we
have attained blessing, knowledge, and virtue. There is no doubt that such a
person really has attained much good, knowledge, and virtue thanks to Allah, and
this is something great. However, the issue is much greater than this. These
leading scholars learned just like the Prophet used to teach his Companions their
faith before he would teach them the Qur’an.

Those who inherited this knowledge knew that it must be transformed into action,
da’wah, struggle, and patience. Because of this, they moved forth in their lives. So,
there was no way that Imam Ahmad would go along silently with the Ummah while
it was deviating from the correct belief to a corrupt one even if he was harmed,
beaten, whipped, or had everything else that you know of happen to him in the
process.

Likewise, when Ibn Taymiyyah wanted to move this Ummah to Jihad, he was in the
foremost ranks of the army. So, he fought the tawaghit of the Tatars, and he went
in person to address them with the strongest of words. As for the Batinis, he would
take his students with him and struggle against them by way of debate, and he
would call the Muslims to fight the Crusaders. This is the true life in which the life
and actions of the limbs come together with the life and actions of the heart.
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However, not every nation possesses this, and this is where Ahl as-Sunnah became
deficient, and this was the situation upon the onset of the call of Muhammad bin
‘Abd al-Wahhab.

Today, we live according to this belief and upon the remnants of this call, thanks to
Allah, and we find within ourselves this clear weakness that shows that we have not
implemented the actions of the heart as they should be. Even if we do generally
avoid the innovators, the issue is bigger than just avoiding innovators. Rather, we
should become stronger in our faith, certainty, sincerity, and da’wah. How many of
the Muslims and students of knowledge do not even know the conditions of ﺍﻝﺇ ﻩﻝﺇ ﺍﻝ
ﻩﻝﻝﺍ, which are knowledge, sincerity, certainty, truthfulness, acceptance, love, and
submission? If we go back to the actions of the heart that I was talking about, we
will see that  ﻩﻝﻝﺍ ﺍﻝﺇ ﻩﻝﺇ ﺍﻝnecessitates these conditions which are the very basics of
faith…This is enough of a sign that the Ummah has this clear shortcoming and
deficiency…”

Original Arabic: http://www.alhawali.com/index.cfm?method=home.
SubContent&contentID=769

4 Comments »

Knowledge and Hydrocephalus
Posted in 'Abdullah 'Azzam on July 10, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

“…Allah’s way of building the human soul is to develop it gradually, just like a
building. You build a building floor by floor, placing one brick over the other, etc.
until the human soul is fully built.

The human soul cannot be built overnight, it cannot be built overnight. It needs a
long time to be built…build it gradually, just like the body grows gradually. When a
person is born, he is half a meter tall, for example. One day, he will be seven years
old, and one day he will be seventy-five years old. He will grow from being a meter
tall to being a meter and a quarter tall, etc. When he gets to be twenty years old,
he will be between 170 to 175 centimeters tall.
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The human soul is exactly like this when it comes to gradually growing in the
religion. This is why the Lord of Honor would reveal the Qur’an one, two, or three
verses at a time and would require them to act upon those verses. The Companions
of the Messenger of Allah would take one, two, or three verses - never more than
ten at a time - and then go act on them. They would then come back, learn some
more, and go act on what they learned. As Ibn Mas’ud said: “We learned
knowledge and action with the Qur’an.”

Therefore, it is very dangerous for you to have a lot of knowledge while having only
a modest level of action. The one who hears you thinks to himself ‘Ma Sha’ Allah!’
He hears you talking about this verse from the Qur’an, this hadith, the hadith being
authentic, the hadith being weak, ‘Aqidah, Islamic history, the Khulafa’, ‘Umar said
this, Abu Bakr said that - may Allah be Pleased with them all. However, you are ten
centimeters when it comes to action, and when it comes to knowledge, you are
over three meters. There is no balance! This is a disease. Having a lot of knowledge
without action is a disease just like having a lot of action without knowledge.

There is a disease in the medical field known as hydrocephalus. It is when
someone’s head becomes so enlarged that his body is unable to carry it. I saw
someone with his head like this, his body was thin, and his knees were unable to
support his head. It could not! This is what many people look like: they learn a lot
of knowledge - they memorize, they do not learn - they memorize. However, his
head is poised like this while his body and limbs cannot support it. The size of a
person’s head must be consistent with the size of his body. Otherwise, he will be
considered diseased if any part of his body grows larger while the rest of his body
doesn’t grow. If the medicine he takes all goes to one part of his body - for
example, it all goes to his nose - his nose will become bigger than the rest of his
head, and he will be deformed!

So, the Religion of Allah is a gradual divine method of developing the human soul
just like this. Just like a medicine dropper administers the medicine gradually, they
would take two verses or two ahadith, and they would go act upon them just like
this…”

['at-Tarbiyah al-Jihadiyyah wal-Bina''; 3/182-183]
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5 Comments »

When the Shar’i Cure Doesn’t Work!
Posted in al-'Uthaymin, al-Qurtubi on July 8, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

Khawlah bint Hakim narrated that Allah’s Messenger ( )ﻡﻝﺱ ﻭ ﻩﻱﻝﻉ ﻩﻝﻝﺍ ﻯﻝﺹsaid:
“Whoever arrives somewhere and says: ‘I seek refuge with Allah’s
complete Words from the evil He has Created (ﺭﺵ ﻥﻡ ﺕﺍﻡﺍﺕﻝﺍ ﻩﻝﻝﺍ ﺕﺍﻡﻝﻙﺏ ﺫﻭﻉﺃ
)ﻕﻝﺥ ﺍﻡ,’ nothing will harm until he leaves that place.”

This was reported by Muslim (2708).

In ‘Taysir al-’Aziz al-Hamid’ (p. 146), Sulayman bin ‘Abdillah relates that al-Qurtubi
commented on this by saying:

“And this is true and real, and I believe in it due to the textual proof as well as my
own experience. Since I heard this narration, I would constantly act upon it and
nothing was able to harm me until I left it. One night, I was stung by a scorpion in
al-Mahdiyyah (a province in Tunisia). So, I thought to myself until I realized that I
had forgotten to seek refuge using these words.”

In ‘al-Qawl al-Mufid’ (1/155), Ibn al-’Uthaymin commented on this hadith:

“This protection is from all human and jinni devils - whether they are visible or
invisible - until the person leaves that place. And there is no way that what is
described in this narration will not take place, as these are the words of the truthful
one who is believed (i.e. the Messenger of Allah)! However, if what is mentioned in
this narration does not take place, it is because of a preventative factor and not
because of a deficiency in the method itself or the narration. This also applies to
anything that the Prophet ( )ﻡﻝﺱ ﻭ ﻩﻱﻝﻉ ﻩﻝﻝﺍ ﻯﻝﺹmentioned as a Shar’i method
in which the desired outcome is not achieved. So, this is not because of a fault in
the method, and is rather because of the presence of an obstacle that is blocking
the desired outcome.

For example, reciting ‘al-Fatihah’ for a sick person is a form of healing. Some
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people recite it and find that the sick person is not healed. This is not because of a
deficiency in this method, and is instead because there is something present that is
preventing this method from bringing about its desired effect. Another example is
mentioning Allah before having sexual intercourse in order to prevent Satan from
harming the future child. Some people will mention Allah and find that Satan still
ends up harming the child due to something that is preventing this effect from
being achieved.

So, you should check yourself to figure out what the obstacle is so that you can
remove it and experience the effect of the method.”

1 Comment »

Worship of Ease vs. Worship of Difficulty
Posted in Ibn al-Qayyim on July 7, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

“…Indeed, Allah has tasked His slaves with worship in difficult conditions just as He
has in conditions of ease. He has tasked them with worship in what they dislike just
as He has tasked them with worship in what they love. Most people are given the
chance to worship in regards to what they love. However, the true
distinguishing factor is when one worships during conditions that he
dislikes, as this is what makes a person degrees and degrees above others,
and this is what determines his level with Allah.

So, making ablution with cold water in extremely hot weather is worship, and
kissing your beautiful wife that you love is worship, and spending money on her,
the children, and yourself is worship. This same ablution with cold water in
extremely cold weather is also worship, and abandoning a very tempting sin when
there is no fear of anyone finding out is also worship, and spending your money in
times of poverty is also worship.

However, there is a huge difference between the two sets of worship!

So, the one who is a slave of Allah in both types of conditions, fulfilling His rights in
what he likes and dislikes, is the one who this verse applies to: {“Is Allah not
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sufficient for His slave?”} [az-Zumar; 25] and in another qira’ah: {“…for His
slaves?”} They both carry the same meaning, as the singular form of the word is
simply an ascription to the generality of it, and is referring to all of the slaves of
Allah.

The complete sufficiency that is referred to in this verse comes with the complete
servitude and worship displayed by the slave, and incomplete sufficiency comes
with incomplete servitude. So, whoever finds himself with good should praise Allah,
and whoever finds himself with anything else should only blame himself…”

['al-Wabil as-Sayyib'; p. 22-23]

Leave A Comment »

A Touching Display of Love
Posted in The Words of the Salaf on July 5, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

In the biographical sketch of Muhammad al-Arghiani, one finds a touching display
of love and awe for the words of Allah’s Messenger:

“He is the memorizer, the genius, the traveler, the ascetic, the example,
Muhammad bin al-Musayyab bin Ishaq al-Arghiani.

He was born in the year 223, and he died in the year 315. May Allah have Mercy
upon him.

Abu ‘Abdullah al-Hakim said: “He was one who exerted himself in worship, and he
was one who traveled widely to learn Hadith. He was a very truthful and devout
person. I heard many of our scholars recalling that he said: “I do not know of a
single pulpit from the pulpits of Islam that is left that I have not entered to learn
Hadith.”

And Abu ‘Ali an-Naysaburi said: “Muhammad bin al-Musayyab al-Arghiani would
walk around in Egypt with 100,000 ahadith in his pocket.” So, it was asked of Abu
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‘Ali: “How was this possible?” He replied: “Each packet of ahadith was small and
written in very small handwriting, and each packet contained a thousand of them,
and he would carry a hundred of these packets with him. This became a famous
trait of his.

And when he would read a hadith and would get to the part where he would say
‘The Messenger of Allah -  ﻡﻝﺱ ﻭ ﻩﻱﻝﻉ ﻩﻝﻝﺍ ﻯﻝﺹ- said,’ he would begin to weep to
the point that we would have to calm him down! He even became blind because of
how much he would weep!

May Allah be Pleased with him.”"

['Tadhkirat al-Huffadh'; 2/789]

1 Comment »

Between the Superiority of the Past and the Inferiority
Complex of Today
Posted in Muhammad Qutb on July 4, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

“…The Islamic world today is experiencing one of the worst periods in its existence.
It would be appropriate to refer to this period as the period of wilderness.

The Islamic world has experienced many crises before - many disasters, in fact.
During these periods, the Muslims would lose their positions of power on Earth, or
they would lose their sense of safety and security, or they would lose their homes
and wealth. However, despite all of this, they never experienced anything as
difficult or bitter in their entire history as they are experiencing today.

The crisis of apostasy, for example, was no doubt a difficult one to deal with. It was
on the verge of causing the new Islamic state to collapse and become extinct in its
prime. However, the one who observed the pattern of Allah would never have had
any doubt that victory would be for the Islamic state and not for the apostates
scattered here or there throughout the Arabian Peninsula. This is because the faith
of the Muslims in the truth that they had adopted and that had deepened their
file:///D|/Files/Database/=%20Americans/mehanna-blog-5.htm (19 of 26) [12/11/2008 6:43:12 PM]

INTELWIRE

http://www.intelwire.com

2008 July « A Resource of Translated Islamic Texts

relationship with their Lord and their devotion to His Religion was much stronger
than the faith of the apostates in their own falsehood that they were fighting for,
and this was due to the absence of any true substance to their position other than
mere doubts and desires! As for the Companions’ reluctance and their consulting of
Abu Bakr in regards to fighting them, this was not out of any doubt they harbored
that His Religion would be given victory. Rather, their consulting of Abu Bakr was to
convince him to spend enough time to gather the necessary forces to sustain such
a battle. However, the solid faith of Abu Bakr, his deep confidence in the promise of
Allah to establish this religion on Earth, his natural disdain at leaving those who had
rebelled against the commands of Allah without inflicting the punishment that Allah
had ordered him to bring upon them - all of this played its part in the hearts of the
Companions. So, they stood united behind Abu Bakr, and Allah gave victory to His
Religion as He had promised.

And the fitnah of ‘Uthman’s killing and all the wars between ‘Ali and Mu’awiyah that
followed was a difficult crisis that afflicted the Muslims and the Islamic state while it
was still in its early years and still had enemies all around it. However, the one who
observed the sequence of events in those days did not have any doubt as to how
the crisis would end. The dispute - regardless of how deep and dividing it was
between the ranks of the Muslims - was a dispute in regards to who would take
power in order to establish Islam on Earth, and it was not a dispute as to Islam
itself and whether it would be the basis of the Muslims’ life instead of something
that opposed it!

At the time, there was no foreign power that possessed any bit of truth or that had
greater faith in the beliefs that it lived by more than the faith of the believers in the
truth that they had adopted and established their lives upon. This was all based on
the pattern of Allah and the necessary characteristics which determine whether
victory or defeat are granted by Allah before numbers, physical preparation, or war
strategies. These things do matter in the end, as they are means that Allah has
ordered us to take and has made them a part of His pattern. However, material
means alone are not enough and do not determine what happens in the end.

This was also the case with the crisis of the Crusades and crisis of the Tatar
invasion - these were very difficult situations in the lives of the Muslims. It seemed
at times that the existence of Islam would end and that the Muslims would be
wiped off the face of the Earth. However, the actual outcome was otherwise, and
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victory came from Allah in the end. The defeat came first, victory came in the end,
and both were in accordance with the pattern of Allah that nothing in existence can
escape. The condition of the Muslims was bad, as they were overcome by sins,
innovations, deviations, divisions, and preoccupation with all of this from aiding and
establishing the Religion of Allah on Earth. As a result, the armies of the enemy
overwhelmed the Muslim lands and took away their power until this very day.
However, the essence of ‘aqidah was still ingrained in their hearts even if it was
overtaken by laziness, inactivity, and preoccupation with worldly desires.

This was the case until those leaders came along to wake the people up by calling
them to the reality of Islam, and this essence was revived and ignited once more,
and victory came on its heels. This happened when Salah ad-Din stood and said to
his people: “You have been defeated because you are far from the way of Allah,
and you will not be victorious until you return to that path,” and when Ibn
Taymiyyah called to correcting the beliefs from the corruption and misguidance of
the philosophers that had affected them, and when Qutuz stood and made his
famous call: “O Islam (wa Islamah)!” And when the masses of the Muslims heeded
their calls and were true to Allah in their beliefs and behavior, victory came and the
Muslims were able to defeat many times their number of the disbelievers and
polytheists.

And the disaster of Andalusia came as a divine punishment to the Muslims for the
division and warfare that was taking place between them, as well as their
cooperation with their enemies from the Crusaders against their own brethren, as
well as their taking these enemies as close allies instead of the believers - in
opposition to the command of Allah - while they were not faithful to them. This was
all in addition to the worldly desires they were drowning in, both permissible and
the prohibited.

Andalusia did not return to the Muslims. But, the zeal of the Muslims as a whole did
not die out. At the same time that Islam was under siege in Andalusia, there was
another Islamic state being born that was on its way to being established on Earth
and that would preserve the existence of the Muslims for an entire four centuries.
This state had extended into the heart of the Christian world - even reaching
Vienna and Petersburg - and millions of people in Europe and Asia entered Islam
because of it.

However, the crisis that afflicts the Muslims today is more difficult and bitter than
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the crises that came before it.

I do not have any doubt that it will pass like the ones before it, and that Allah will
establish His Religion once again on Earth.

However, we must understand the specific nature of this crisis in order to know why
it has lasted longer than those that came before it. From another angle, so that we
know how to get ourselves out of this problem when Allah makes it possible, and so
that we take the proper means to success, with Allah’s permission.

When the first Crusader wars began that lasted nearly a hundred years (1096-1291
CE) - during and after which the Tatar invasions also occurred - the Muslims were
preoccupied by innovations, deviations, and sins from the true Islam, and they
became lazy and sat back from taking the proper means to attaining their goals.
However, Islam itself was never a subject of debate between them - neither the
nature of its beliefs nor the nature of its system of governance and life. Even when
they were defeated by the Crusaders and the Tatars, their defeat was not because
they had any doubt in Islam itself as a belief or way of life, and that they looked
with admiration to the beliefs, thoughts, ideas, systems, and behavior of their
enemies, or that they thought even for a second that their enemies possessed any
element of the truth upon which they based their lives, or that there was anything
other than Islam that could be the truth when it comes to ‘aqidah or system of life.
And the issue of ruling by what Allah had revealed was not a subject of doubt or
debate with them, because it was an inseparable part of their Islam. Rather, they
rightly saw it was the main manifestation of their being Muslims.

This is why they never despaired even then they were defeated before their
enemies for extended periods of time, and they never felt that they were less than
their enemies. Rather, they were a full manifestation of the verse: {“So, do not
become weak or sad, and you are superior if you are believers.”} [Al 'Imran;
139]

They were believers!

In fact, even when they were defeated, they looked down upon their enemies
because their beliefs and outlook did not conform with the true belief and outlook,
and because their character and behavior did not conform with the Islamic
character and behavior. In their view, the Tatars were barbarians who had no
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religion or civilization, and the Crusaders were polytheistic worshipers of the Cross.
Above all, they were lacking in manners and had no concern for honor or chastity.

As for the Crusades of our times, the situation is quite different than it was before.

The Muslims became quite deviated from the reality of Islam and its outlook, not
just in some manners or behavior here or there:

●

The understanding of ‘there is none worthy of worship but Allah’ - the basis and
most significant pillar of Islam - became transformed into a mere word spoken
on the tongue with no connection to reality, and having no effect on the lives of
the Muslims more than that it is repeated by them several times everyday! This
is in addition to the deviations that have afflicted this belief such as the worship
of graves, saints, and scholars in place of the pure, sincere worship of Allah
without any mediators.

●

The understanding of the concept of worship - the encompassing, vast concept
- became restricted to that of mere rituals, and whoever fulfills these rituals has
fulfilled all of his obligations of worship, and he has no other requirements or
obligations in front of Allah! This is in addition to what has befallen these rituals
themselves of complete absence from everyday life, as if it is something with no
effect or influence on the life of this world.

●

The understanding of divine predestination - which is considered a motivating
force in its true form - became an obsolete force that prevented people from
activity, movement, and utilizing material means! This is in addition to the use
of magic, etc. that accompanied this in an attempt to run behind the perceived
pattern of Allah as opposed to the actual pattern of Allah that He commanded
the Muslims to deal with, utilizing the material means that allow them to take
advantage of it if they depend on Him as they should, as in the verse: {“…If
you give victory to Allah, He will give victory to you…”} [Muhammad; 7]
and the hadith: “Use medicine, O slaves of Allah, as Allah has not made a
disease except that He has provided medicine for it,” etc.

●

The understanding of this life and the Hereafter that ties this life to the next,
and places this life as fertile ground for the plants of the next, became one of
complete separation between this life and the Hereafter. They are now
completely opposing forces, as whoever seeks to excel in this life must abandon
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the Hereafter, and whoever seeks to succeed in the Hereafter must abandon
the life of this world and seek only the minimum in it. As for having influence on
Earth, this was ignored when it was decided to ignore this life for the Hereafter.
So, the people became overwhelmed with poverty, ignorance, disease,
backwardness in civilization, wealth, knowledge, and intelligence. To make
matters worse, they saw this all as something preordained by Allah, with no
way for them to influence their own fates except with agreement and
submission!

In addition to all of this, people’s lives have become devoid of life. Life has simply
become empty rituals inherited and preserved as nothing more than rituals, and
not as part of a living system of life. Worship is nothing but rituals, manners are
nothing but rituals, a woman’s hijab is nothing but a ritual, and chastity is nothing
but a ritual instead of being a conscious act of worship of Allah, or part of a
complete system of life.

This is the state the Muslims were in when the new Crusades began, and it was
expected that they would be destroyed and wiped out!

History contains many heroic instances for the Muslims in fighting against the
Crusaders who had invaded the lands of Islam between the 17th and 19th
centuries, whether this was in Northern Africa, Central Africa, the Nile Valley (Egypt
and Sudan), India, Malaysia, Indonesia, the Philippines, or in Central Asia that was
dominated by the Russian Czarist Crusaders.

However, they were the heroic stances of the defeated one who was in his last
moments, making his last moves before his surrender. The concept of ‘aqidah was
thrown behind their backs, and it was therefore inevitable that the people would
end up in defeat and surrender.

Much can be said about the strange European civilization that the Muslims came
into contact with upon their abandonment of their own civilization. This led them to
develop an inferiority complex, as well as a fascination with the West’s ideas,
systems, and freedom from religion and manners. It is true that there are great
differences between the civilizations. However, to say that this is the reason for the
inferiority complex and the fascination with the West that afflicted the Muslims,
besides the fact that it is besides the point, hides the true causes of this feeling of
inferiority just as it hides the true methods of curing this problem.
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In their early days, the Muslims were very simple bedouins who had none of the
material or scientific advancements that were in the hands of the modernized
peoples around them. If they wanted to become materially or scientifically
advanced, they had to obtain this from the two great powers on their left and right,
Persia and Rome.

They went ahead and did this. However, they never lowered their heads, and they
were never impressed. They were always the superior ones because they were
believers!

They were in dire need of the knowledge possessed by the disbelieving idolators
around them. However, this dire need did not drive them to feel inferior in relation
to them, or that they were less than them in any way. Rather, they felt and knew
that all honor was with them because honor belongs to Allah, His Messenger, and
the believers, and not a single shred of honor belonged to the disbelieving idolators
even if they possessed all the knowledge and treasures in the world!

When they obtained what they needed from those around them, their behavior that
was elevated by their faith was clear in terms of how to obtain these things, and it
was clearest when it came to two things:

First, they could never be defeated by their enemies out of pressure that they
needed something from them.

Second, they did not absorb everything they found with their enemies. Rather, they
would absorb based on knowledge and insight. They would only keep what they felt
they needed and did not contradict their beliefs or Islam, and they would turn away
from everything that they saw to be unnecessary or in contradiction to their beliefs
and outlook. The best example of this was that while they took some knowledge
from the Greeks, they did not record the famous mythologies that were prevalent
amongst them because they felt that they contained elements of polytheistic
jahiliyyah and were drowning in misguidance, and did not deserve any attention,
and instead deserved to be ignored and put aside.

As for the method of obtaining knowledge in the later period, what a difference!
The difference had nothing to do with the extent of the divide between the
civilizations of those obtaining the knowledge and those providing it as one might
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conclude was the case with the first deviation that occurred. Rather, it had to do
with the position of the two parties in relation to each other in the earlier period of
obtaining knowledge as opposed to that of the later period.

In the first period, the Muslims were superior even while they were the ones
obtaining the knowledge, and this was because the elevation by faith was what
carved out their lives and determined their positions on various issues. In the
second period, their beliefs had become rusted and left under the rubble. So, there
was no honor or superiority. There was only defeat, disgrace, and taking everything
that the West had without any insight or distinction between what was beneficial
and what was harmful, what was in agreement with Islam and what opposed it, etc.
This was because Islam was no longer the main concern of the “modern Muslim”! It
no longer had its unique essence derived from the true beliefs and application of
the manhaj of Allah…”

['Waqi'una al-Mu'asir'; p. 7-12]

Leave A Comment »
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Thirty Good Deeds Passing Us By
Posted in The Words of the Salaf on June 30, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

From ‘Sahih al-Adab al-Mufrad’ (757):
●

The Purpose of This Blog
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❍

Living Together

❍

al-A’mash: One Interesting Character
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How the Believer Relaxes

❍

Why Anas Rubbed His Hands With Oil

❍

The Rule of Interaction and Imitation

Recent Comments

"Imam Ahmed" on
Living Together

Abu Hurayrah reported that a man passed by the Messenger of Allah while he was
in a gathering, and he said: “as-Salamu ‘alaykum.” So, he said: “Ten good
deeds.”

Are we Serious? on
Living Together

Another man passed by and said: “as-Salamu ‘alaykum wa Rahmatullah.” So, he

M on How the
Believer Relaxes

said: “Twenty good deeds.”

"Imam Ahmed" on
Living Together

Another man passed by and said: “as-Salamu ‘alaykum wa Rahmatullah wa
Barakatuh.” So, he said: “Thirty good deeds.”

3a on
Living Together

So, let us try to obtain the thirty good deeds by making the complete greeting
instead of the basic one. Imagine how many hasanat pass us by every time we
●

greet each other, as just two or three extra words will gain us an extra twenty good
deeds each time we say them!

And from ‘as-Silsilah as-Sahihah’ (1403): “If a man meets his Muslim brother,
he should say: ‘as-Salamu ‘alaykum wa Rahmatullah wa Barakatuh.’”
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Posted in Original Compilations on June 29, 2008 by Abu Sabaya
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There is the opinion deduced from taking the apparent (dhahir) meaning of the
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hadith about the middle of the night that was held by Ibn Hazm, ash-Shawkani, al-
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Albani, and others that the permissible time is till the middle of the night, beyond
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which it is forbidden to delay ‘Isha’.

Consider also what the major scholars of the four madhahib said:

29 30
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Ibn Qudamah al-Maqdisi (Hambali) said in ‘al-Mughni’:

“What is more befitting - if Allah Wills - is that one does not delay it past the first
third of the night. If he delays it past the middle of the night, this is permissible.
What is beyond this is allowed only for necessity, and its ruling is the same as
praying ‘Asr in the time of necessity (in the last portion of its allotted time)…Beyond
this, the time of ‘Isha’ extends till the emergence of the second (true) Fajr.”
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al-Kasani (Hanafi) said in ‘Bada’i’ as-Sana’i”:

“As for the last time for ‘Isha’, it is when the true time of Fajr comes in, according
to us.”

Muhammad ‘Alish (Maliki) said in ‘Manh al-Jalil’:

“And the preferred time to pray ‘Isha’ ends with the first third of the night.”

an-Nawawi (Shafi’i) said in ‘al-Majmu”:

“What is preferred is to pray by the first third of the night. If this preferred time
passes, we are left with the permissible time, which is till the time of the second
(true) Fajr. This is the madhhab that has been narrated from ash-Shafi’i, and it is
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what has been clearcut from our companions, past and present.”

at-Tahawi (Hanafi) said in ‘Mushkil al-Athar’:

“So, the authenticity of these narrations has been established: that the time in
which one can pray ‘Isha’ is from when the Sun sets, till the end of the night.
However, this is divided into three categories:

a) from when it enters, to the first third of the night, and this is the best time in
which to pray it, b) as for what is beyond this - till the middle of the night - this is
less preferable than the first choice, and c) as for what is beyond the middle of the
night, this is less preferable than the times before it.”

So, the four madhahib interpreted the relevant ahadith to mean that the time in
which it is permissible to pray ‘Isha’ is till the time of Fajr, with the strong
discouragement from delaying it past the first third of the night, let alone the
middle of the night, unless one has a good excuse (such as illness, preoccupation
with a task, etc.).

In conclusion, there is a difference of opinion as to whether the time limit is a
matter of strict forbiddance, or merely one of preference. In any case, the safest
thing to do is to not delay it past the middle of the night, as much as you are able.

And Allah Knows best.

3 Comments »

Virtues of Reading the Stories of the Salaf
Posted in The Words of the Salaf on June 28, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

“…Indeed, the stories of the active and righteous scholars are from the best ways of
ingraining virtuous characteristics into the soul, and they push it to withstand
hardships and obstacles for the sake of noble and lofty goals, and they motivate it
to imitate those who display sacrifice and bravery - all in order to cause it to ascend
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to the highest and noblest of levels.

This is why some of the scholars from the Salaf said: “Stories are soldiers from the
soldiers of Allah. Allah keeps the hearts of the awliya’ firm through them.” The
proof for this from the Book of Allah is His Saying: {“And all that We relate to
you of the news of the Messengers is so that We may make your heart
strong and firm thereby.”} [Hud; 120]

And Abu Hanifah (may Allah be Pleased with him) said: “The stories of the scholars
and their good qualities are more beloved to me than much Fiqh, because they deal
with the manners and character of these people.” The proof for this from the Book
of Allah is His Saying: {“These are the ones whom Allah has Guided. So,
follow in their guidance.”} [al-An'am; 9] and His Saying: {“Indeed, in their
stories there is a lesson for men of understanding.”} [Yusuf; 111]…

And in the introduction of ‘Luqat fi Hikayat as-Salihin’ by Ibn al-Jawzi, it is said:
“Malik bin Dinar said: “These stories are gifts from Paradise,” and al-Junayd said:
“These stories are soldiers from the soldiers of Allah. With them, He strengthens
the faith of those who seek guidance.” So, it was said to him: “Is there a proof for
this?” He replied: {“And all that We relate to you of the news of the
Messengers is so that We may make your heart strong and firm thereby.”}
[Hud; 120] Someone else said: “Read more of these stories, as they are jewels,
and they might contain the lone jewel.”"

They are jewels in the sense that they suffice from long speeches due to the
concise manner in which they illustrate the concept at hand, and they might contain
the lone jewel in the sense that the story does not leave anyone requiring more
than what has been said for the concept it is being used to illustrate.

Ibn al-Jawzi also said in the introduction to ‘al-Muntadham fi Tarikh al-Muluk walUmam’: “Know that reading stories and history has many benefits. The most
important is that it is a means to learning about the most amazing things,
significant events in history, the manifestation of destiny, and coming across facts.
The soul experiences relaxation when learning facts. Abu ‘Amr bin al-’Ala’ said that
it was said to a man from Bakr bin Wa’il who had become old and was no longer
able to enjoy the pleasure of food, drink, or marriage: “Do you long for death?” He
said: “No,” and he was asked: “What is left for you to enjoy in this world?” He said:
“Hearing these amazing stories.”"
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The best way to strengthen your resolve, motivate your mind, bring out your
talent, increase your determination, build your character in a calm and quiet
manner without any command or prohibition, rise to deal with the loftiest issues,
raise yourself above worthless ones, and follow in the path of the noble
predecessors is to read the biographies of these ambitious and righteous scholars,
to stop and look at the stories of these great men, to constantly discover the
qualities of these righteous mentors, and to become close to these brilliant and
active scholars of glory…”

['Safahat min Sabr al-'Ulama'' ; p. 17-18]

Leave A Comment »

Asad bin al-Furat: The Conqueror of Southern Italy
Posted in Original Compilations on June 27, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

adh-Dhahabi introduced him in ‘Siyar A’lam an-Nubala” (9/14):

“Asad bin al-Furat, the Imam, the ‘Allamah, the Qadi, the Amir, the forerunner of
the Mujahidin, Abu ‘Abdillah al-Harrani then al-Maghribi. He was born in Harran in
144 according to Ibn Makula. Others have said he was born in 145.”

In ‘Shajarat an-Nur az-Zakiyyah fi Tabaqat al-Malikiyyah’ (p. 62), Shaykh
Muhammad Makhluf al-Maliki said:

“He traveled with his father when he was two years of age with the army of Arabs
under the leadership of Ibn al-Ash’ath, and he entered Qayrawan in the year 146.
He then entered Tunis and dedicated himself to reciting and studying the Qur’an
and its sciences. He heard ‘al-Muwatta” from Ibn Ziyad (’Ali bin Ziyad at-Tunisi),
and when he was eighteen, he traveled east. He lived in Madinah for some time,
and reviewed ‘al-Muwatta” with Malik himself.

He then traveled to Iraq and met the most famous companions of Abu Hanifah,
including the two leading scholars Abu Yusuf and Muhammad bin al-Hasan. He
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obtained much useful knowledge from them, and he then traveled to Egypt and
met a group of the most famous scholars including ‘Abd ar-Rahman bin al-Qasim.
He stayed with him for some time, and this is where he wrote ‘al-Asadiyyah.’

He then returned to Qayrawan, and this is where he became famous for his
knowledge and his reputation became great. In the year 212, the governor
Ziyadatullah al-Aghlabi gathered his army naval fleet and prepared them to invade
Sicily, and the commander and judge of the army was Asad bin al-Furat. He went
out as part of a huge caravan that included scholars and his supporters.

When Asad saw this huge number of people of all types in front of him and behind
him, he said to them after praising Allah: “There is none worthy of worship except
Allah, without any partners. O people! By Allah, I did not inherit any position of
leadership from my father or grandfather, and none of my ancestors have ever
seen a gathering such as this! I am not witnessing what you see for any reason
other than the pens (i.e. due to learning and studying knowledge, writing it, and
placing oneself at its service). So, exert yourselves and exhaust your bodies in
seeking knowledge and writing it. Be patient upon its hardship, as you will attain
the good of this world and the next through it.”

This caravan stretched all the way to Marsa Susah (on the northern coast of Libya),
and the fleet of ships departed from there towards Sicily. After enduring much
hardship, he finally entered it and made a great conquest! He died of his wounds
during the siege of Syracuse (southern Italy) and was buried there, may Allah have
Mercy upon him.”

adh-Dhahabi concluded in ‘as-Siyar’ (9/15):

“…In addition to his immense knowledge, he was also a courageous and heroic
warrior. The leader of Sicily confronted him with an army of 150,000, and a man
said: “I saw Asad carrying the banner of his army that day while reciting ‘Ya Sin.’
He then charged the enemy and defeated them, and I saw the blood flowing on the
banner and onto his arm,” and he became ill and died while laying siege to
Syracuse.”

2 Comments »
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Being Positive and Cheerful
Posted in Original Compilations, al-'Uthaymin on June 24, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

In the first chapter of ‘Kitab at-Tawhid,’ Muhammad bin ‘Abd al-Wahhab mentions
the hadith of Mu’adh where the Prophet said to him: “The right of Allah upon the
servants is that they worship Him and associate none with Him, and the
right of the servants upon Allah is that He will not punish them if they do
not associate anything with him,” and Mu’adh said: “O Messenger of Allah, shall
I not give the people the good news?”

In the 17th comment on this chapter, he refers to this hadith and how it shows “the
virtue of giving the Muslim good news that will make him happy.”

In ‘Taysir al-’Aziz al-Hamid’ (p. 46), Sulayman bin ‘Abdillah commented on Mu’adh’s
question “…shall I not give the people the good news?” by saying: “It shows the
practice that the Companions were upon of giving each other cheerful news.”

In al-’Uthaymin’s ‘al-Qawl al-Mufid ‘ala Kitab at-Tawhid’ (1/32), he commented on
the same phrase, saying:

“This shows that giving people cheerful news is something required when it comes
to making people happy in both worldly and religious issues. This is why the Angels
gave Ibrahim good news where Allah Said: {“…and they gave him glad tidings
of an intelligent son, having knowledge.”} [adh-Dhariyat; 28] and this was
Ishaq, and the patient one was Isma’il. And the Prophet gave his family the good
news of the birth of his son Ibrahim, saying: “A boy was born for me tonight,
and I gave him the name of my father Ibrahim.” What we learn from this is
that a person should bring about joy upon his Muslim brothers as much as possible
through words and actions, and this will result in a lot of goodness, relaxation, and
tranquility and openness of the heart.

Likewise, he should not bring about negativity upon the Muslim, and this is why it
was narrated from the Prophet: “None of you should talk to me about another
person, as I like to come out to you while my heart is clean.” Although this
hadith contains some weakness in its chain, its meaning is correct, because if you
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hear something bad about someone, your heart will automatically be uneasy with
him even if he deals with you in a good way. However, if you deal with him without
knowing the bad things he has done and there is no danger in dealing with him,
this will be much better and he might be more likely to accept your advice, as our
hearts are quicker in being turned off from each other than our bodies are.

These are very specific points that are only clear to the intelligent one who
reflects…”

And the Messenger of Allah said: “The best actions are to cheer up your
believing brother, to relieve him of a debt, or to feed him.” ['Sahih al-Jami'';
# 1096]

2 Comments »

Test Your Heart
Posted in 'Abdullah 'Azzam on June 23, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

“…How heavy is the Qur’an upon the immoral fasiq, and how heavy is worship and
prayer upon the immoral fasiq hypocrite! The prayer is so heavy upon these
hypocrites! You see him sitting and writing in a diary for one, two, or three hours,
or standing and talking for one, two, or three hours, and if he stands behind the
imam for five minutes, it is as if a mountain has been placed on his chest and
heart. The diseases of the hearts, we seek refuge with Allah from them…

Because of this, if you want to test your heart, inspect it and test it out when the
Qur’an is being recited - is it heavy upon your heart or not? Test your heart out
during worship. Test your heart out when you see the salihin. Test your heart out
when you are making your adhkar during the morning hours. Test your heart out
when you stand up to pray - do you love to pray? Or is it heavy upon you? If it is
heavy upon you, and if worship is heavy upon you, then ask Allah to remove the
hardness from your heart and replace it with softness, because this is proof that
the jahiliyyah is still entrenched in your heart and soul.
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The hardness of the heart…we seek refuge with Allah from the hardness of the
hearts. The hardness of the hearts is increased by satisfying the desires - sexual
desires, even if by permissible means, and the desire for food, even if by
permissible means.

This is why they say that the softness of the heart is achieved in six occasions:

●

Praying at night

●

Reciting the Qur’an

●

Keeping the stomach empty from food

●

Befriending the salihin

●

Dhikr

●

Istighfar during the morning hours

This is why if they felt that their hearts were becoming hard, they would say: “Lead
us to those who will lead us to Allah,” and the best people are those who, when you
see them, remind you of Allah…he whose condition and mannerisms remind you of
Allah and whose words cause you to increase in your obedience to Allah, and when
you see him you remember Allah.

I used to sometimes lead the people in prayer. So, some youth were behind me, as
well as an old man who was over 90 and from the Caucasus, a Chechen. After the
prayer was over - I love to recite the Qur’an, firstly because I am in prayer, and by
Allah, it is too hard on me to only recite two or three verses - and I know that the
people behind me of course do not like too much recitation of the Qur’an. Anyway,
after I would finish, the youth would sometimes complain to each other, and I
would overhear their complaints. However, this man who was over 90 years old
would say: “Increase as much as you can from the Qur’an,” and he was over 90!

So, the issue is one of the soul. Once, one of al-Banna’s students prayed behind me
in Ramadan. So, I used to recite one juz’ every night. After the prayer, he would
ask: “How much did you recite?” I would reply: “A juz’.” He said: “Ya Salam! It
went by as if it were a minute,” and in the prayer, you are not allowed to sit down.
Regardless, this man was deriving enjoyment from the Qur’an! If he had spent the
entire night like this, he would not become bored or exhausted. On the other hand
you have a man who - subhan Allah - his heart is hard, so the Qur’an affects his
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heart by making him more exhausted, and it therefore is not softened by the
Qur’an, and no matter how much Qur’an you recite to such a person, he will find it
very heavy and hard upon him.

Because of this, from the blessings of Allah upon a person is that He makes faith
beloved to him and beautifies it in his heart:

{“And know that, among you there is the Messenger of Allah. If he were to
obey you in much of the matter, you would surely be in trouble. But, Allah
has endeared faith to you and has beautified it in your hearts, and has
made disbelief, wickedness and disobedience hateful to you. These! They
are the rightly guided ones.”} [al-Hujurat; 7]

This is a blessing from Allah…with this, the person derives pleasure from this
hardship and this roughness. Why? For Allah. He tastes its sweetness…the torture is
sweetness when it is for Allah…exhaustion is beloved to his heart if it is for the
Knower of the Unseen…

Someone once told me - a journalist, Jabir Rizq, he wrote a book - there is a book
he gave to Muhammad Yusuf Hawwash, who was executed with Sayyid Qutb. This
man had an amazing understand of Islam. He stayed in prison for ten years before
they executed him. He was imprisoned from 1954 to 1964, and he was executed in
1966. They had released him for health reasons, and then they brought him back.

Jabir Rizq told me that whenever the torture became too much for him, this man
would look to the sky and say: “All of this is nothing when it comes to Your love…all
of this is nothing when it comes to Your love,” meaning that all of this torture is
nothing when it is for the love of Allah.”

['Fi Dhilal Surat at-Tawbah'; p. 485-487]

2 Comments »

The Destruction of the Homosexuals of Lut
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Posted in Ibn Kathir on June 17, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

Describing the horrible destruction that befell the homosexuals from the people of
Lut, Ibn Kathir narrates:

“…And when the Sun rose, the punishment descended upon them.

Allah Said: {“So when Our Commandment came, We turned them upside
down, and rained on them stones of sijjil mandud (piled up, baked clay);
marked from your Lord, and it is not far from the wrong-doers.”} [Hud; 8283] They (the People of the Book) say that Jibril uprooted their dwellings by
plucking them with the edge of his wing, and they were seven cities filled with
people in total. They say that they were 400 people total, and it is said that they
were 400,000 along with their animals and the surrounding cities and areas and
dwellings. So, he lifted all of this until it was piled up to the level of the clouds, to
the point that the Angels could hear the sounds of their roosters and the howling of
their dogs. He then flipped all of this over, causing what was on the bottom to be
on top and vice versa.

Mujahid said: “The first thing that fell were some benches that they used to sit on.”

{“…and rained on them stones of sijjil…”} [Hud; 82] Sijjil is a Persian word
later adopted by the Arabs, and it is a type of rock that is quite strong and hard;
{“…mandud…”} [Hud; 82] means that they came down upon them one after the
other from the sky; {“…marked from your Lord…”} [Hud; 82] means that each
rock was inscribed with the name of the person it was meant to hit and smash, as
Allah Said: {“Marked by your Lord for the wrong-doers…”} [adh-Dhariyat; 34]
and as He Said: {“And We rained on them a rain of torment, and how evil
was the rain for those who had been warned.”} [ash-Shu'ara'; 173 and anNaml; 58]

And Allah Said: {“And He destroyed the overthrown cities. So, there covered
them that which did cover.”} [an-Najm; 53-54] meaning that He overturned it,
reversing its top and bottom, and He then rained down hardened rocks one after
the other, and each rock was inscribed with the name of its target that it would hit
- both those who were in these cities at the time and those who happened to be
absent or out of town on a journey.

…And His Saying here: {“…and it is not far from the wrong-doers.”} [Hud; 83]
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means that this punishment is not far from those who resemble these people in
their actions, and this is why there are scholars who held the opinion that the
homosexual is to be stoned to death whether he is married or not. This was the
explicitly stated opinion of ash-Shafi’i, Ahmad bin Hambal, and a large group of the
scholars. They also used as proof the hadith reported by Ahmad and the compilers
of the Sunan from ‘Amr bin Abi ‘Amr from ‘Ikrimah from Ibn ‘Abbas that the
Messenger of Allah said: “Whoever you find doing the act of the people of
Lut, kill him and the one it was done to.” And Abu Hanifah was of the opinion
that the homosexual is to be both thrown from a high mountain and then stoned,
just as was done with the people of Lut, due to the verse: {“…and it is not far
from the wrong-doers.”} [Hud; 83]

And Allah caused the location of these lands to become a rotten lagoon whose
water and adjacent areas cannot be benefited from due to their repugnance and
filth. So, it became a warning, an example, an admonishment, and a sign of the
Power, Might, and Honor of Allah in exacting revenge upon he who opposes His
commands and rejects His Messengers and follows his desires and disobeys his
Master, as well as a proof of His Mercy towards His believing slaves by saving them
from this destruction and removing them from the darknesses into the light, as He
Said: {“Verily, in this is a sign. Yet, most of them are not believers. And
verily, your Lord! He is truly the Mighty, the Merciful.”} [ash-Shu'ara'; 8-9]“

['al-Bidayah wan-Nihayah'; 1/207-208]

1 Comment »

How to Give Da’wah to Those Who Love the Dunya
Posted in Ibn al-Qayyim on June 14, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

“…The smart one does not command people to abandon the dunya, because this is
impossible for them. Rather, he has them abandon sins while they are established
in their dunya. This is because abandoning the dunya is an optional virtue while
abandoning sins is an obligation. So, how can he command them with something
optional while they have not even fulfilled what is obligatory?
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If it is difficult for them to abandon sins, he should then strive to get them to love
Allah by reminding them of His signs, blessings, Kindness, perfection, and
Loftiness. This is because the hearts are naturally designed to love Him, and if they
become attached to loving Him, it then becomes extremely easy to abandon sins
and to detach oneself from them.

Yahya bin Mu’adh said: “The intelligent one seeking the dunya is better than the
ignorant one abandoning it.”

The smart one calls the people to Allah from their dunya, and this makes it easier
for them to respond to him. The zahid calls them to Allah by way of abandoning the
dunya, and this makes it hard for them to respond, since it is very hard to pull
someone away from the breast that he has developed his mind while suckling on…”

['al-Fawa'id'; p. 233-234]

Leave A Comment »

Fifteen Examples of Supplications Immediately
Answered by Allah
Posted in Ibn Rajab al-Hambali on June 13, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

The Messenger of Allah related that Allah Said:
“…if he calls upon Me, I answer him, and if he asks of Me, I will give him…”

Ibn Rajab commented:

“…This means that this person who is beloved and close to Allah has a special
status with Allah such that if he asks Allah for something, He gives it to him, and if
he seeks refuge with Allah from anything, He protects him from that thing, and if
he calls upon Him, He answers him. So, he ends up becoming from those whose
supplications are answered due to his honor with Allah.
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And many from the righteous early generations were known to have their
supplications answered.

It is related in the ‘Sahih’ that ar-Rubay’ bint an-Nadr broke a tooth of a slave. So,
they offered compensation, and they refused. They asked for pardon, and they
refused. The Messenger of Allah was then going to implement the rule of retaliation
between them. Anas bin an-Nadr said: “The tooth of ar-Rubay’ will be broken? By
the One who has sent you with the truth, her tooth will not be broken.” So, the
people were pleased and took the compensation. The Messenger of Allah then said:
“Indeed, from the slaves of Allah are those who, if they make an oath upon
Allah, He fulfills it.”

…And Ibn Abi ad-Dunya reported with his chain that an-Nu’man bin Qawfal said on
the day of Uhud: “O Allah, I swear that I will be killed and enter Paradise.” So, he
was killed, and the Prophet said: “Indeed, Nu’man made an oath upon Allah,
and He fulfilled that oath.”

And Abu Nu’aym reported with his chain from Sa’d that ‘Abdullah bin Jahsh said on
the day of Uhud: “O Lord, if I meet the enemy tomorrow, give me an adversary
who is strong and harsh for me to fight for Your Sake and for him to fight me.
Then, let him cut off my nose and ear so that when I meet You the next day, You
Say: ‘O ‘Abdullah! Why were your nose and ear cut off?’ I will say: ‘For You and
Your Messenger.’ And You will Say: ‘You have spoken the truth.’”

Sa’d said: “I saw him at the end of the day with his nose and ear hanging from a
thread.”

And Sa’d bin Abi Waqqas would have his supplications answered. A man lied upon
him, and he said: “O Allah, if he is lying, take away his eyesight, elongate his life,
and expose him to trials and tribulations.” So, the man was stricken with all of this,
as he used to walk through the streets and come into contact with the slave girls,
saying: “I am an old man who is experiencing fitnah. I have been stricken with the
supplication of Sa’d!”

And he supplicated against a man he heard insulting ‘Ali, and immediately, a camel
came and trampled him to death.

And a woman disputed with Sa’id bin Zayd over some land he owned, claiming that
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he had taken from her land. So, he said: “O Allah, if she is lying, take away her
eyesight and kill her in her own land.” So, she became blind, and one night when
she was walking in her land, she fell into a well and died.

And al-’Ala’ bin al-Hadrami was on an expedition, and those with him became very
thirsty. So, he prayed and supplicated: “O Knower, O Bestower, O Most High, O
Mighty! We are Your slaves, and we are fighting Your enemy for Your Sake. Give us
water to drink and make ablution from, and do not allow anyone else to benefit
from this water!” They walked for a bit to find a river of water flowing from the sky.
They drank from it and filled their vessels. Later, some of his companions returned
to where the river was to find that there was nothing there, as if there had never
been any water there.

And someone complained to Anas bin Malik of a drought in a part of al-Basrah. So,
he performed ablution and went out to the patch of land, prayed two units, and it
then began raining on the patch of land, and the rain did not fall anywhere beyond
that patch of land.

…And Abu Muslim al-Khawlani was known for having his supplications answered.
Once, a gazelle passed by him, and the young boys in the area said: “Ask Allah to
allow us to capture this gazelle!” So, he supplicated, and he captured it and held it
until they were able to take it from his hands.

And he once supplicated against a woman who had ruined his relationship with his
wife that her eyesight be taken away. She immediately went blind, and she came to
him begging. So, he had pity for her and asked Allah to return her eyesight to her,
and his wife returned to her normal state with him.

And a man lied upon Mutarraf bin ‘Abdullah, and Mutarraf said: “If you are lying, I
ask Allah to hasten your departure,” and the man died on the spot.

And a Kharijite used to pass by the classes of al-Hasan al-Basri and annoy those
present. When it became unbearable, al-Hasan said: “O Allah, You Know how he
has harmed us. So, suffice us against him with what You Will,” and the man
immediately collapsed and was carried dead to his family.

And Silah bin Ashim was on an expedition, and his camel wandered off with all of
his belongings, and there was nobody else around. So, he stood and prayed,
file:///D|/Files/Database/=%20Americans/mehanna-blog-6.htm (15 of 18) [12/11/2008 6:43:28 PM]

INTELWIRE

http://www.intelwire.com

2008 June « A Resource of Translated Islamic Texts

saying: “O Allah, I swear that you will return my camel and belongings,” and it
walked back until it stood right in front of him.

…And Habib al-’Ajami Abu Muhammad was known for having his supplications
answered. He once supplicated for a young boy who was bald, and would weep and
wipe his tears over the boy’s head. The boy’s hair began growing black all over his
head, and it looked better than it had before.

…And Sa’id bin Jubayr was patient upon the harm inflicted upon him by al-Hajjaj
until he killed him, and he was from those whose supplication was answered. He
used to have a rooster whose crowing would wake him up to pray at night. One
night, it didn’t wake him up on time, and he became very distressed, saying: “What
is wrong with it? May Allah cut off its voice!” It never crowed again, and his mother
said: “My son, do not supplicate against anything ever again.”

See ‘Jami’ al-’Ulum wal-Hikam’ (2/348-354) for more.

3 Comments »

A Glimpse at an-Nawawi
Posted in 'Abdullah 'Azzam on June 5, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

“…It is known that he is from the most knowledgeable of scholars in the history of
Islam. I mean, if you were to take the ten most notable scholars of the Muslims
throughout history, an-Nawawi would be one of them. He wrote a commentary on
‘Sahih Muslim,’ and he wrote his book ‘al-Majmu” in Fiqh, regarding which Ibn
Kathir said: “Nothing was ever written to match its brilliance.” And yes, nothing
was ever written like this book.

When you read anything by an-Nawawi, you feel as if you are a plant that is being
watered, as he delves deeply into meanings and concepts. Add to this that he
abstained from the worldly pleasures, he was a devout worshipper, he would enjoin
what was good, and he would forbid what was wrong. He would stand up to the
rulers in the peak of their power. One time, the lamp he was using went out, and
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he lit it with his hand - he continued writing using light that was emanating from
his hand!

He came into conflict with Dhahir Baybras, the ruler of Sham and Egypt. Dhahir
Baybras requested a fatwa from the scholars that money should be collected in
order to prepare an army to fight the Tatars in 658 H. When the Tatars occupied
Baghdad and advanced upon Palestine and turned towards Sham, he requested a
fatwa while the Tatars were in Palestine that money should be collected to purchase
weapons.

Every single scholar issued the fatwa except for an-Nawawi. He said: “I will not
provide you with such a fatwa.”

Dhahir asked: “Why not? I want to purchase arms for this struggle, and you refuse
to issue a fatwa for it? The entire Ummah and Religion will be exposed to loss.”

He replied: “Because you came to us as a slave who owned nothing, and I see that
you now own gardens, servants, slave girls, silver, and gold. So, if you sell all of
these things and still need money after that, I will issue the fatwa you seek.”

He said: “Leave Sham.”

And he left and went to a small village in Nawa (his hometown). The scholars came
to Dhahir Baybras and said to him: “The scholars of Sham are nothing without Muhi
ad-Din an-Nawawi.” He replied: “Bring him back.” They then went to an-Nawawi
and said: “Come back, O Muhi ad-Din.” an-Nawawi said: “By Allah, I will not go
back while Dhahir is in it,” and Allah fulfilled his oath: Dhahir died a month later,
and an-Nawawi returned to Sham.

This is an-Nawawi, the devout worshipper, the scholar, the zahid, the scholar of
Usul, Fiqh, and Hadith. Look at the blessing that is in his books…ya Salam! Look at
the barakah: his book ‘al-Majmu” has provided much benefit, his book ‘Riyad asSalihin,’ his book of forty Hadith, his book ‘al-Adhkar’ - you can feel the barakah in
his books. No books have been so widely distributed as the books of an-Nawawi…”

['Fi Dhilal Surat at-Tawbah'; p. 67-68]
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Next Entries »
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Ibn Taymiyyah’s Attitude Upon Entering Prison
Posted in Ibn Taymiyyah on May 4, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

It was related that when Ibn Taymiyyah was being transported by the ruler’s
representative to prison in Alexandria, a bystander saw him and said: “My master,
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So, Ibn Taymiyyah looked at him and replied: “Rather, this is the time to be
thankful. By Allah, such joy and happiness are descending upon my heart at this
moment that if it was divided between the people of Sham and Egypt, there would

M on How the
Believer Relaxes

be some left over, and if I had that amount in gold and distributed it, it would not
equal even a tenth of the blessing that I am experiencing.”

"Imam Ahmed" on
Living Together

Later on, on Monday the 6th of the month of Sha’ban 726 AH, he was again

3a on
Living Together

arrested on orders from the ruler, and was ordered transferred to the Citadel Prison
in Damascus. When he first learned of this, he said: “I was waiting for this, and this

exchanged for its weight in gold, I would not consider this to be enough to repay
this blessing I am in and the good that it has brought me.”

When he entered the grounds of the Citadel Prison in Damascus, he stood and
looked at its walls, reciting the verse: {“…So a wall will be put up between
file:///D|/Files/Database/=%20Americans/mehanna-blog-7.htm (1 of 3) [12/11/2008 6:45:09 PM]

The Purpose of This Blog

❍

this is the time for patience.”

contains great benefit.” When he was later in the prison, he said: “If this prison was

Search

●

●

Top Posts
❍

Living Together

❍

The Purpose of This Blog

❍

How Islam Came To Afghanistan

❍

How the Believer Relaxes

❍

Time Limit for the 'Isha' Prayer

❍

"Know that not everyone is suitable to

INTELWIRE

http://www.intelwire.com

2008 May « A Resource of Translated Islamic Texts
be your friend..."

them with a gate therein. Inside it will be mercy, and from the outside, it
will be torment.”} [al-Hadid; 13]
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The Unavoidable Obstacle
Posted in Ibn al-Qayyim on April 30, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

In ‘Madarij as-Salikin’ (1/218-222), Ibn al-Qayyim has a section about the
obstacles that Satan puts into the path of the one who chooses to live his life for
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Allah. He mentions the six commonly known obstacles in the order that they will be
thrown into the path of the believer, such that whoever passes through one

Are we Serious? on
Living Together

obstacle is then faced with the next (disbelief, followed by innovation in religion,
followed by major sins, followed by minor sins, followed by permissible acts that

reward than others).

M on How the
Believer Relaxes

However, he mentions a seventh and final obstacle for the one who passes through

"Imam Ahmed" on
Living Together

distract one from acts of obedience, followed by acts of obedience that are of lower

the above six successfully:

3a on
Living Together

“…So, if he successfully passes through these, there remains only one obstacle
from which the enemy (Satan) calls him from, and this is an obstacle that he must
face. If anyone were to be saved from this obstacle, it would have been the
Messengers and Prophets of Allah, and the noblest of His Creation.

This is the obstacle of Satan unleashing his troops upon the believer with
various types of harm: by way of the hand, the tongue, and the heart. This
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occurs in accordance with the degree of goodness that exists within the believer.
So, the higher he is in degree, the more the enemy unleashes his troops and helps
them against him, and overwhelms him with his followers and allies in various ways.

There is no way he can overcome this obstacle, because the firmer he is in calling
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Ibn al-Qayyim’s words here are worthy of reflection (as always). Notice here how,

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

as opposed to the other six obstacles, this particular obstacle is something that the
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believer has no control over. If one is a kafir, it is in his hands to abandon kufr for

●

faith. If one is upon bid’ah, it is in his hands to abandon bid’ah for the Sunnah. If
one is indulged in major or minor sins, it is in that person’s hands to abandon those
sins and instead indulge in acts of worship and goodness, and so on and so forth.
This is because each of these actions emanate from the person himself, and he thus
has the ability to cease from and repel these actions and traits whenever he
chooses.

As for the harm that others seek to inflict upon the person due to his faith, there is
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no way to avoid this obstacle. Why not? Because if one has passed through all of
the other obstacles successfully, there is no other way for Allah to test and
distinguish him. This is the ultimate test, the test of a lifetime, the test that only
the strongest can pass - and this is why this was the test reserved for the Prophets,
Messengers, and their true followers.

When it is said that the obstacle is unavoidable, what is meant is its occurrence,
not the possibility of reducing and easing the hardship related to that obstacle. So,
one is not to sit with his hands on his knees and abandon supplication to Allah,
seeking permissible means of help from others, etc. in addition to the other means
available to deal with this obstacle. Yes, the Prophet said: “Know that if the
entire world were to gather to do you some harm, they would be unable to
harm you except with something that Allah has Decreed for you,” but he
also said: “Be keen in doing that which will benefit you.” In fact, part of the
file:///D|/Files/Database/=%20Americans/mehanna-blog-8.htm (2 of 13) [12/11/2008 6:45:23 PM]

INTELWIRE

http://www.intelwire.com

2008 April « A Resource of Translated Islamic Texts

test of this final obstacle is for you to display your dependence and trust in Allah by
calling upon Him, perfecting your worship, strengthening your resolve, making your
connection and dedication to Him stronger than it ever was before, and remaining
in such a state until the end. This is how you pass the test, overcome the obstacle,
and become part of that blessed group that Ibn al-Qayyim described as being “the
best of the worshippers” and “those with complete and perfect insight.”

4 Comments »

Physical Descriptions of the Four Imams
Posted in Original Compilations on April 21, 2008 by Abu Sabaya
●

Collected from adh-Dhahabi’s ‘Siyar A’lam an-Nubala”:

1 - Abu Hanifah an-Nu’man bin Thabit:

Abu Yusuf said: “Abu Hanifah was well-formed, was from the best of people in
appearance, the most eloquent of them in speech, the sweetest in tone, and the
clearest of them in expressing what he felt.”

Hamad bin Abi Hanifah said: “My father was very handsome, dark, had good
posture, would wear a lot of perfume, was tall, would not speak except in reply to
what someone else had said, and he - may Allah have Mercy upon him - would not
involve himself in what did not concern him.”

[6/535]

2 - Abu ‘Abdillah Malik bin Anas:

‘Isa bin ‘Umar said: “I never saw anything white or red that was more beautiful
than the face of Malik, or any clothes whiter than Malik’s.”

And a number of people relate that he was tall, firm, serious, blond, had a white
beard and hair, had a large beard, was balding, and would not shave his
moustache, as he considered this to be a form of mutilation.
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It is said that he had blue eyes, and some of this was narrated by Ibn Sa’d from
Mutarraf bin ‘Abdillah.

Muhammad bin ad-Dahhak al-Hizami said: “Malik’s clothes were clean and soft, and
he would constantly wear different clothes.”

al-Walid bin Muslim said: “Malik would wear white clothes, and I saw he and alAwza’i wearing black and green caps.”

Ashhab said: “When Malik would wear a turban, he would wrap part of it under his
chin and would leave the ends of it hanging between his shoulders.”

Khalid bin Khidash said: “I saw Malik wearing a cap, and I saw him wearing woven
clothes.”

Ashhab said: “If Malik would wear kohl for a necessity, he would remain in his
house.”

Mus’ab said: “Malik would wear ‘Adani clothes, and he would wear perfume.”

Abu ‘Asim said: “I never saw a Muhaddith with a more handsome face than Malik’s.”

It is said: “He was so light colored that he was blond. He had wide eyes, a raised,
pointed nose, and he would let his moustache grow long based on ‘Umar’s curling
of his moustache.”

Ibn Wahb said: “I saw Malik dying his hair with henna once.”

Abu Mus’ab said: “Malik had the most handsome face of the people, the widest of
eyes, the whitest skin, and was the greatest of them in height - all in the strongest
body.”

al-Waqidi said: “He was well-formed, would not dye his hair, and would not enter
the public baths.”

Bishr bin al-Harith said: “I entered upon Malik and saw him wearing a cap that was
worth about 500 dirhams.”
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Ashhab said: “When Malik would wear a turban, he would wrap part of it under his
chin and would leave the ends of it behind his back, and he would scent himself
with musk and other scents.”

[7/396-397]

3 - Abu ‘Abdillah Muhammad bin Idris ash-Shafi’i:

Ibrahim bin Buranah said: “ash-Shafi’i was serious, tall, and noble.”

[8/391]

az-Za’farani said: “ash-Shafi’i visited us in Baghdad in the year 95. He stayed with
us for a few months, then left. He would dye his hair with henna, and he had thin
cheeks.”

Ahmad bin Sinan said: “I saw him with a red beard and hair - i.e. he used to dye
them.”

[8/415]
4 - Abu ‘Abdillah Ahmad bin Hambal:

Ibn Dharih al-’Ukbari said: “I requested to see Ahmad bin Hambal. So, I greeted
him, and he was an old man who dyed his hair. He was tall and extremely dark.”

Muhammad bin ‘Abbas an-Nahwi said: “I saw Ahmad bin Hambal with a handsome
face, well-formed, and dyeing his hair with henna that was not too dark. He had
black hairs in his beard, and I saw his clothes extremely white. When I saw him, he
was wearing a turban and an izar.”

[9/438]

‘Abd al-Malik al-Maymuni said: “I do not know that I have ever seen anyone who
wore cleaner clothes, was more attentive to trimming his moustache and grooming
the hair on his head and body, or wore purer and whiter garments than Ahmad bin
Hambal.”

[9/454]
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One man said: “In Khurasan, they did not think that Ahmad resembled a human
being. They thought that he resembled the Angels.”

[9/456]

al-Fadl bin Ziyad said: “I saw Abi ‘Abdillah in the winter, and he was wearing two
shirts with a colored vest between them, and maybe he was wearing a shirt with a
heavy sweater. And I saw him with a turban over a hood and heavy outer garment.
So, I heard Aba ‘Imran al-Warkani saying to him: “O Aba ‘Abdillah! All of these
clothes?” So, he laughed and said: “I cannot stand the cold,” and he would also
wear the hood without a turban.”

al-Fadl bin Ziyad said: “I saw Abi ‘Abdillah in the summer wearing a shirt, trousers,
and robe.”

[9/461]

1 Comment »

‘Abdullah ‘Azzam’s Immense Zuhd
Posted in 'Abdullah 'Azzam on April 18, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

“…Believe me when I tell you that I hate buying new things, new clothes, etc.

One day, I came home to find new sponge cushions with matching sheets. When I
saw them, I lost my mind. I said: “By Allah, women have no religion. This must go…
where did this come from?” They said: “It is a gift.” I said: “It must leave the
house. It cannot remain in the house,” and I spoke such words to my wife that she
was going to pass out. By Allah, she was going to pass out and lose consciousness,
and she began to shake. I began to fear for her sanity, by Allah.

But, believe me, brothers, I did not enter the house. Really, I said: “Where did this
gift come from?”
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She said: “Why does it matter to you? Your guests are here day and night, coming
in and out, and I wash the sheets of these mattresses and change them. I change
them everyday because the cotton in these Pakistani sheets gets stuck in the
creases of the cushions. I am tired, and I found some gold that I had, which I then
spent on this to relieve myself a bit.”

I said to her: “While the Mujahidin are dying of hunger?”

She said: “I donated a third of the value to the Mujahidin.”

I said to her: “Even then, it cannot remain.”

From then until now, believe me when I tell you that I never enter the home and
see these except that my chest becomes tight. Believe me, we tried removing them
from the home in a way that would not result in her passing out again, and may
Allah Forgive us all…”

A footnote to this story says that the Shaykh remained insistent upon this until he
finally sold the cushions and sheets to a brother for less than their original price.

['Fi Dhilal Surat at-Tawbah'; p. 222]

1 Comment »

The Scholars’ Love for Baghdad
Posted in Ibn Kathir on April 15, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

“…Yunus bin ‘Abd al-A’la as-Sadfi said that ash-Shafi’i said to him: “Have you ever
seen Baghdad?” He replied: “No.” So, ash-Shafi’i said: “Then you have not seen the
world.”

ash-Shafi’i also said: “I never entered a land except that I considered myself a
visitor except Baghdad, for whenever I enter it, I consider it my home.”

Some of them said: “The whole world is wilderness, and Baghdad is civilized.”
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Ibn ‘Alyah said: “I never saw anyone more intelligent in studying Hadith than the
people of Baghdad, or anyone as friendly as they are.”

Ibn Mujahid said: “I saw Abu ‘Amr bin al-’Ala’ in a dream, and asked him: “What
did Allah do with you?” He replied: “Enough of this. Whoever remains in Baghdad
and is from Ahl as-Sunnah wal-Jama’ah and died will be moved from one paradise
to another.”

Abu Bakr bin ‘Ayyash said: “Islam is in Baghdad, and it is like a hunter that hunts
men, and whoever has not seen it has not seen the world.”

Abu Mu’awiyah said: “Baghdad is the abode of this world and the next.”

Some of them said: “From the best aspects of being a Muslim is to pray the Friday
prayer in Baghdad, the night prayer in Makkah, and the ‘Id prayer in Tarsus.”

al-Khatib al-Baghdadi said: “Whoever prays the Friday prayer in the City of Peace
(Madinat as-Salam - the name given to Baghdad by Abu Ja’far al-Mansur) will have
the love of Islam increased in his heart, because some of our scholars used to say
that Friday in Baghdad is like ‘Id in any other land.”

Some of them used to say: “I used to make sure to pray the Friday prayer in the
mosque of al-Mansur, but I was offered a job that prevented me from praying
there. So, I saw a dream in which it was said to me: “You left the prayer in the
city’s mosque while every Friday, seventy of the awliya’ of Allah pray in it?”"

Another one said: “I intended to move from Baghdad to another city. So, I had a
dream in which someone said to me: “Will you move from a land that contains ten
thousand of the awliya’ of Allah?”"

Others said: “I saw a vision that was as if two Angels came to Baghdad, with one of
them saying to the other: “Uproot it, as it is deserving of punishment.” So, the
other Angel said: “How can I uproot a land in which recitation of the entire Qur’an
is completed five thousand times every night?”"

Sa’id bin ‘Abd al-’Aziz bin Sulayman bin Musa said: “If a man has the knowledge of
Hijaz, the manners of Iraq, and the prayer of Sham, he will be a complete person.”
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Zubaydah said to Mansur an-Nimri: “Recite to me some poetry that will make me
love Baghdad.” So, he said:

What can one say about Baghdad, with its sweet plants * And its religious and
worldly satisfaction?

It brings life to the sick if he smells its breeze * And walks between the branches of
its sweet-smelling plants…

So, she gave him a thousand dinars.

al-Khatib said: “I read in the book of Tahir bin Mudhaffar bin Tahir al-Khazin some
poetry in his handwriting:

It is the beautiful land that has exclusively for its inhabitants * Things that are not
found combined in any land;

A soft breeze that is balanced and healthy * And water that tastes sweeter than
wine;

And its Tigris is two shorelines that have been carved out for us * With crown after
crown and palace after palace;

You see it as musk and its water like silver * And the stones on its shoreline are
like rubies and pearls…

And al-Khatib brought much more poetry, and what we mentioned suffices.

The building of the city of Baghdad was completed in the year 146 H, and some say
it was in 148 H. It was also said that the trenches and walls around it were
completed in 147 H, and al-Mansur persisted in building and improving it until the
last thing he built was the Palace of Eternity (Qasr al-Khuld), as he thought that he
would stay in it forever or that it would remain forever without being destroyed.
However, when it was finally completed, he died, and Baghdad was destroyed
many times, as we will show…”

['al-Bidayah wan-Nihayah'; 9/460]
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3 Comments »

Love for the People of Knowledge
Posted in 'Abdullah 'Azzam on April 10, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

“…I admit that the gratitude is for Allah firstly and lastly. However, Shaykh Nasir adDin al-Albani had a great effect on my thinking, in my beliefs, in clarifying my
beliefs, in my extracting the authentic texts, in researching. I cannot write a weak
hadith in a single one of my books. So, I am Salafi in my belief and thought…”

['Fi Dhilal Surat at-Tawbah'; p. 51]

“…So, I presented the fatwa to Shaykh Ibn Baz, and he agreed with it. May Allah
bless his life. Shaykh Ibn Baz, Allah has truly given him insight, if He Wills, and
Allah Knows best. Allah has benefited Islam and the Muslims through him more
than most people, and Allah Knows best. I do not think that anyone on Earth has
benefited - other than the rulers, those who possess millions - has benefited the
Afghan Jihad like Shaykh Ibn Baz has, yes.”

['Fi Dhilal Surat at-Tawbah'; p. 171]

“As for the noble Shaykh Ibn Baz and Ibn ‘Uthaymin, by Allah, I love them from the
depths of my heart. I know their virtue in many of the affairs, especially Shaykh
‘Abd al-’Aziz bin Baz. I mean, he had a long hand in many of the affairs of Islam…
By Allah, the truth is that I love Shaykh ‘Abd al-’Aziz bin Baz more than I love my
own mother and father, and this is what I said to him…”

['al-As'ilah wal-Ajwibah al-Jihadiyyah'; p. 95]

3 Comments »
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The Sweetest and Most Beneficial Thing
Posted in Siddiq Hasan Khan on April 4, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

“…Know that the nobility of something is either inherent or indirect. Knowledge
encompasses both types of nobility, since it is a delight in and of itself and is
therefore sought after for itself, and it is also indirectly delightful and is therefore
sought after due to what it brings about.

It is not a secret to its possessors that there is no delight greater than its delight
because it is a pure and spiritual delight. As for physical delight, it consists of
nothing but warding off pain, such as the delight of food warding off the pain of
hunger, and the delight of sex warding off the pain of desire.

These are different from spiritual delights, as they are sweeter and more satisfying
than the physical delights. This is why Muhammad bin Hasan ash-Shaybani, when
he had solved a number of knowledge-related issues that were preoccupying him,
said: “Where are the sons of the kings from this delight I am in at this moment?” let alone if this knowledge was in regards to the realities of Universe and the divine
secrets.

Amongst the delights that come along with its honor is that it cannot be hidden
away and kept exclusive to certain people. It cannot be overcrowded by anyone,
because the more people delve into facts, the more they expand and broaden. With
this, you do not see a single ignorant ruler who does not long for the same honor of
the people of knowledge, except that his base desires get in the way of him
acquiring this.

As for the delights that are attained from it indirectly, this is in regards to both this
world and the Hereafter. As for the Hereafter, this is due to knowledge being the
means to the greatest of pleasures and eternal happiness. It is impossible to
acquire these things except through knowledge and implementation of that
knowledge, and it is likewise impossible to implement without having knowledge of
how to implement. So, the original source of happiness in both worlds is
knowledge. Therefore, it is the best of all actions.

As for this life, then this is manifested in the honor, the tranquility, the authority it
gives you over the kings, and the respect that is naturally brought about from
others due to it. You see the most foolish of the Turks, the most simpleminded of
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the Arabs, and the lowest of the non-Arabs all having the same natural respect and
veneration for their scholars due to their abundance in knowledge gained from their
experience in life. Even the animal naturally display signs of respect to the human
being because of its realization that the human being is greater than it in every
sense, and this is to the point that it runs away when a person scolds it even if it
were physically more powerful than that person…”

['Abjad al-'Ulum'; 1/65-66]

Leave A Comment »

Tawriyah Is Not Allowed When it Comes to Issues
of ‘Aqidah
Posted in 'Abdullah 'Azzam on April 3, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

“Some of Sayyid Qutb’s students asked him: “Why were you so bold and
straightforward in front of the court despite the fact that your neck was between
the noose?” He replied: “For two reasons. The first is that we are speaking about
issues of belief, and it is not allowed to use deceptive double-talk (tawriyah) when
it comes to issues of belief. Deceptive double-talk is not allowed! Deceptive doubletalk is not allowed!”

This is when someone says to you: ‘What do you think about this ruling?’ and you
reply: ‘By Allah, praise be to Allah, it is good,’ while you deceptively intend with
your words to say ‘You are good,’ or ‘Some of the people are good’ - this type of
deceptive double-talk is not allowed when it comes to issues of ‘Aqidah.

Because of this, there is a huge difference between the stand of Ahmad bin Hambal
regarding the creation of the Qur’an and the stand of others. When they asked one
of the scholars - and it is said to have been ash-Shafi’i - “What do you think of this
Qur’an? Is it created?” He replied, counting on his fingers: “The Torah, the Psalms,
the Gospel, the Qur’an - these four are created,” and he meant that his fingers
were created. This is deceptive double-talk (tawriyah). What a difference between
this stand and the stand of al-Imam Ahmad.
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al-Maruzi said that he entered upon Ahmad when they had prepared him to be
whipped, and said to him: “O Ahmad! Allah Said: {“…and do not kill
yourselves…”}, and these people have prepared you to be killed!” He replied: “O
Maruzi! Step outside this prison and tell me what you see.” So, he stepped outside
to see thousands of people holding papers and pens. He asked them: “What do you
want?” They replied: “We await the reply of Ahmad bin Hambal.” So, al-Maruzi
returned and told Ahmad what he saw, and Ahmad said: “O Maruzi! That I die is
more beloved to me than that I betray those people you saw.”

So, Sayyid Qutb would say that there is no tawriyah allowed when it came to issues
of ‘Aqidah, and his second reason was that those whom the people look up to and
follow are not allowed to speak a word of kufr. To legitimize jahiliyyah, Socialism,
nationalism, etc. is only allowed for the follower {“…except if he is coerced
while his heart is secure with faith…”}

As for the one who is followed, this is not allowed for him. The likes of ‘Ammar bin
Yasir: ‘Ammar was a follower, not one who was followed. Would it have been
allowed for the Messenger to do what ‘Ammar did?”

['Fi Dhilal Surat at-Tawbah'; p. 19]

Leave A Comment »
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Accustom Yourself to Harsh Conditions
Posted in al-'Uthaymin on March 31, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

Commenting on Shaykh Bakr Abu Zayd’s words in ‘Hilyat Talib al-’Ilm’:
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Recent Comments

"Imam Ahmed" on
Living Together

Shaykh Muhammad bin ‘Uthaymin (may Allah have Mercy upon them both) said:

Are we Serious? on
Living Together

“This is a piece of advice that should be given to both the student of knowledge and

M on How the
Believer Relaxes

other than the student of knowledge. This is because indulging in these things
contradicts the guidance of the Prophet, as he used to forbid excessive luxury, and

"Imam Ahmed" on
Living Together

would sometimes enjoin others to be barefoot. The person who becomes
accustomed to comfort will find it difficult to face various situations, as he will face

3a on
Living Together

things that do not correspond to the luxury and comfort that he is used to.

Let us take an example, and it is the example we mentioned of the hadith enjoining
●

times. They always have to have socks, khuffs, or shoes, and you never find them
walking much. Such a man, were you to suggest to him that he walk 500 meters
without anything protecting his feet, you would find this to be extremely hard on
him. His feet might even start bleeding from the harshness of the ground!
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However, if he makes himself accustomed to harsh conditions and avoids constant
comfort, you would find that he would be blessed with much good.
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nothing to deter or prevent a laborer from doing anything since his hands have
become accustomed to these conditions. This is to the point that if you touch the

harshness, and if he were to wrap his fingers around your hand, it would hurt a lot.
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This is due to his long hours handling mud and bricks, and because he has

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

hands of a laborer, it is as if you are touching a rock because of the roughness and
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So, when a person accustoms himself to comfort and luxury, there is no doubt that
this will harm him greatly…”

●

['Sharh Hilyat Talib al-'Ilm'; p. 43]
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The Scales of Allah
Posted in 'Abdullah 'Azzam, Translated Books on March 27, 2008 by Abu Sabaya
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“…This is the cream of the people. Search for it. Live with it. Travel with it
as your guide and under its leadership. Worship Allāh by way of the light
that you see and hear from them…”

DOWNLOAD: the-scales-of-allah

4 Comments »

Two funny narrations regarding the beard.
Posted in The Words of the Salaf on March 20, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

Ibn Hajar reported that az-Zubayr said:

“Qays bin Sa’d did not have any hair that grew on his face, and the Ansar used to
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say: “We wish that we could use our money to purchase a beard for Qays bin
Sa’d!”"

['al-Isabah fi Ma'rifat as-Sahabah'; 5/360]

In the biography of Dia’ bin Sa’d bin Muhammad bin ‘Uthman al-Qazwini
al-’Afifi, it is narrated that:

“…his beard was so long that it reached his feet, and he would not sleep except that
it was wrapped in a bag, and it would divide into two parts whenever he rode a
horse.”

[as-Suyuti's 'Baghyat al-Wu'ah' (2/14) and 'Durrat al-Hijal fi Asma' ar-Rijal' (3/37)]

2 Comments »

Clarifying the Obligation of Hijrah
Posted in Translated Books on March 15, 2008 by Abu Sabaya
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“The more one is in contact with an environment, the more he becomes
desensitized to it…”

DOWNLOAD: clarifying-hijrah

1 Comment »

Wearing A Cross
Posted in Original Compilations on March 12, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

Ibn Taymiyyah said (‘Iqtida’ as-Sirat al-Mustaqim’; 1/237):

” And the least that can be said regarding his situation is that it falls under the
prohibition of imitating them (the disbelievers), even though the apparent
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implication is the disbelief of the one who is imitating them (by wearing the Cross).”

The Lajnah ad-Da’imah (Permanent Council), under the presidency of Shaykh Ibn
Baz, said (‘Fatawa al-Lajnah ad-Da’imah’; 2/119):

“If the ruling on wearing the Cross is clarified for him, and that it is from the rituals
of the Christians and that wearing it is proof of one’s pleasure of being ascribed to
them, and it is proof of being pleased with what they are upon, and he insists on
wearing it, he is ruled to be a disbeliever, as Allah - the Exalted - Said: {“…and
whoever allies himself with them, he is one of them…”} [al-Ma'idah; 51]…”

Also, Shaykh Hamid al-’Ali was asked about this, to which he replied:

“Wearing the Cross is disbelief and apostacy from the religion of Islam, and it is not
allowed for a Muslim to wear it, unless he is coerced into doing so under the threat
of death, severe beating, etc. - something that he cannot bear. So, he can commit
this kufr outwardly, while his heart is secure with faith.”

Finally, Abu Basir said:

“The imitation of the disbelievers that expells its doer from Islam is the imitation
that reaches the level of kufr, and being pleased with kufr, such as imitating them
by wearingthe Cross, and what is similar. So, this is a type of imitation that
constitutes kufr, and it expells its doer from Islam…”

And Allah Knows best.

Leave A Comment »

“O people! Repeat your prayer, for your imam
has disbelieved!”
Posted in Ahmad Shakir on March 11, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

“Taha Husayn (a well-known secularist) had just graduated from the Old Egyptian
University, and he was blind at the time. It was decided that he could be sent
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abroad to Europe (to complete his studies). So, the ruler invited him to a generous
reception and showered him with many nourishing and helpful gifts. After this
incident, Muhammad al-Mahdi gave the Friday sermon, and at that time, he was a
government preacher whose sermons were attended by scholars and secretaries
and other major figures. So, the preacher (Muhammad al-Mahdi) began praising
the ruler excessively, to the point that he said, regarding the ruler: “And the blind
one came to him, so he did not frown or turn away” (a mocking reference to the
Prophet - peace be upon him - in the story the chapter of ‘‘Abasa’).

And from the attendees of this sermon was my father, the Shaykh, the Qadi,
Muhammad Shakir. So, he got up after the prayer and said to the people: “O
people! Repeat your prayer, for your imam has disbelieved!” Then he made the call
to prayer from anew and prayed, and behind him prayed every single person in the
masjid.

I swear by Allah that afterwards I saw Muhammad al-Mahdi with my own two eyes
as a pathetic and subdued servant at the entrance of a masjid in Cairo, taking the
shoes of the worshippers and putting them away for them in a state of humiliation
and lowliness.”

['Kalimat Haqq'; p. 173]

1 Comment »

Three Distinctions Often Confused
Posted in Ibn al-Qayyim on March 8, 2008 by Abu Sabaya

There are certain things that the soul often confuses and mixes up, and only those
with deep insight and wisdom are able to properly distinguish between them. Ibn alQayyim points out some of these fine details and distinctions that should be made.

i) Self-Respect vs. Vanity

“Self-respect is to make your soul rise above the petty and insignificant things that
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cause people to bend their necks pursuing. So, he prevents himself from this.

This is different from arrogance, which is a characteristic that is born from two
things: being impressed with oneself and belittling others. So, arrogance is born
from these two things, and the first (i.e. self-respect) is born from two things:
honoring oneself and making it noble…

The basis for all of this is to prepare and condition the soul, and to place preference
for its Owner over it. So, if one fails in his preparation and conditioning, he has
failed in everything.”

ii) Protection of Self vs. Arrogance

“The one who protects himself is like the man who puts on some new clothes, pure
and white, and expensive. So, he enters upon the kings and those below them in
these clothes. He strives to protect these clothes from any stains or dirt that could
affect its whiteness and purity. So, you see him looking noble and constantly
escaping from the places where he fears could make his clothes dirty. He does not
allow any stain or speck of dirt to come onto his clothes.

This is the likeness of the one who strengthens and builds his heart and religion:
you see him avoiding any stains of sin, as they stain the heart and dirty it more
than any blot of dirt can dirty a pure, white garment. However, the eyes are
covered from seeing these stains. So, you see him running from any potential stain,
being cautious around the people, seldom mixing with them out of fear that the
same thing would occur to his heart that occurred to his white clothing when he
was around the butchers and cooks.

This is different from the one who elevates himself, as even if he is similar to the
above in his avoidance of these things, he intends with this to step over the
people’s necks and to put them under his feet. So, this is a color, and that is
another color.”

iii) Humility vs. Humiliation

“Humility is born from a) knowledge of Allah, His Names, His Attributes, and His
Loftiness, as well as loving and elevating Him, and b) knowing himself and his
faults well.
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So, from these two comes the characteristic of humility, and it is the subduing of
the heart to Allah and lowering the wing of submission and mercy to His servants.
So, he does not see any virtue that he has over others, and he sees no rights of his
over others. Rather, he sees the virtue of others over him, and he sees their rights
before his own. This is a characteristic that Allah gives to those He Loves and
wishes to make noble and close to Him.

As for humiliation, it is lowliness and exertion of the soul in acquiring what it
desires, like the humility of the low ones in fulfilling their desires, the humility of
the victim to his oppressor, and the humility of anyone who seeks something from
someone else to that person. This is all lowliness and inferiority, and has nothing to
do with true humility. Allah Loves humility, and He hates lowliness and humiliation.
It is reported in the ‘Sahih’ that the Messenger of Allah said: “It was revealed to
me that you should be humble such that none should boast over others,
and none should transgress against others.”“

['ar-Ruh'; p. 313-317]
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Alliance and Disavowal in al-Mumtahanah
Posted in Translated Books on March 3, 2008 by Abu Sabaya
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“…The hardest thing I came across in the course of this short journey was
moving from one verse to the next, since each verse in this chapter takes
the one who reads them - let alone reflects on them - and imprisons him
such that he cannot break free….”

DOWNLOAD: alliance-disavowal

2 Comments »

Blog at WordPress.com. Theme: Black Letterhead by Ulysses Ronquillo.
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The Aafia Siddiqui I Saw - by Abu Sabaya

"I want you to come to know of the concern and dedication that this woman had for Islam as
described by those who knew her - a dedication that was manifested by way of actions that
were very simple and easy, yet seldom carried out by those who are able."
"She is a high security risk."
- Christopher LaVigne, assistant US attorney, on August 11th when trying to convince a judge to prevent Aafia from seeing
a doctor for her gunshot wound
During the time of the Prophet (••• •••• •••• • •••), those who entered Islam were of two types: those who remained in their
lands with the general populace practicing the basic tenets of the religion, and those who took it upon themselves to
migrate and join the Prophet in his expeditions. There are ahadith that show that the Prophet treated these two groups
differently from each other due to their difference in status. For example, Muslim and at-Tirmidhi report that when
appointing a leader to a battalion, he would instruct him on how to deal with those of the enemy who became Muslims,
saying: "…invite them to migrate from their lands to the land of the Muhajirin, and inform them that if
they do so, they will have all the privileges and obligations of the Muhajirin. If they refuse to migrate, tell
them that they will have the status of the Bedouins, and will be subjected to the commands of Allah like
the rest of the believers…" This distinction was simply of one group deciding to take upon its shoulders certain
responsibilities in contrast to the other whose inactivity limited them to a very individualistic, localized, benign practice of
Islam. One can in essence say that the Prophet divided the practice of the Muslims at the time into two types: the religion
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of the Migrants (Din al-Muhajirin, whose adherents took upon their shoulders the responsibilities of aiding and giving
victory to Islam), and the religion of the Bedouins (Din al-A'rab, whose adherents did not go beyond the basics).
Although the depiction is of a situation that existed over a thousand years ago, it is an eternal pattern that Muslims will be
distributed amongst these levels in every era and in every place. So, one can notice this distinction even amongst the
practicing Muslims of the East and West. The Din al-A'rab of the past can be compared to the Islam that is limited to the
five pillars, eating zabihah, and keeping the local mosque clean. Considering how difficult it is in the West to come across
even these Muslims, imagine what joy comes to the eye and heart to see those who go a step further and reach the level of
adhering to Din al-Muhajirin – those whose concern spans the entire Ummah, driving them to get up and become active
workers for Islam, to dedicate their every minute to the service of Allah however they can no matter what other
responsibilities clutter their busy lives, to have their hearts beat with the rest of the Muslims – all this with their heads
raised high and paying no regard to those around them who eat and live like cattle, as it was said:

•••• ••••••• •• •••• ••••••

Such are the free in a world of the enslaved...
Recently, the entire world has been speaking about one such person - a short, thin college student, wife, and mother of
three small children. Her name is Aafia Siddiqui.
I want you to be drawn to the story of this woman and also understand why I was drawn to it. I want you to come to know
of the concern and dedication that this woman had for Islam as described by those who knew her - a dedication that was
manifested by way of actions that were very simple and easy, yet seldom carried out by those who are able.
Those who knew Aafia recall that she was a very small, quiet, polite, and shy woman who was barely noticeable in a
gathering. However, they add that when necessary, she would say what needed to be said. She was once giving a speech at
a fundraiser for Bosnian orphans at a local mosque in which she began lambasting the men in the audience for not
stepping up to do what she was doing. She would plead: "Where are the men? Why do I have to be the one standing up
here and doing this work?" And she was right, as she was a mother, a wife, and a student in a community full of brothers
with nothing to show when it came to Islamic work.
When she was a student at MIT, she began organizing drives to deliver copies of the Qur'an and other Islamic literature to
the Muslims in the local prisons. She would have them delivered in boxes to a local mosque, and she would then show up
at the mosque and carry the heavy boxes by herself all the way down the three flights of very steep stairs. Subhan Allah,
look at the Qadar of Allah: this woman who would spend so much time and effort to help Muslim prisoners is now herself
a prisoner (I ask Allah to free her)!
Her dedication to Islam was also very evident on campus. A 2004 article from Boston Magazine mentions that "...she
wrote three guides for members who wanted to teach others about Islam. On the group's website, Siddiqui explained how
to run a daw'ah table, an informational booth used at school events to educate people about, and persuade them to convert
to, Islam." The article continues to mention that in the guides, she wrote: "Imagine our humble, but sincere daw'ah effort
turning into a major daw'ah movement in this country! Just imagine it! And us, reaping the reward of everyone who
accepts Islam through this movement, through years to come. Think and plan big. May Allah give this strength and
sincerity to us so that our humble effort continue, and expands until America becomes a Muslim land."
Allahu Akbar...look at this himmah (concern)...look at these lofty aspirations and goals! As men, we should be ashamed to
have to learn such lessons from a sister.
She would drive out of her way every week to teach the local Muslim children on Sundays. I was told by a sister that she
would also drive out of her way every week to visit a small group of reverts to teach them the basics of Islam. One of the
sisters who attended her circles described Aafia as "not going out of her way to be noticed by anybody, or to be anyone's
friend. She just came out here to teach us about Allah, and English wasn't even her first language!"
Another sister who would attend her circles describes: "She shared with us that we should never make excuses for who we
are. She said: "Americans have no respect for people who are weak. Americans will respect us if we stand up and we are
strong.""
Allahu Akbar...O Allah, free this woman!
But Aafia's biggest passion was helping the oppressed Muslims around the globe. When war in Bosnia broke out, she did
not sit back and watch with one knee over the other. Rather, she immediately sought out whatever means were within her
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grasp to make a difference. She didn't sit in a dreamy bubble thinking all day about how she wished that she could go over
to Bosnia and help with relief efforts. She got up and did what she could: she would speak to people to raise awareness, she
would ask for donations, she would send e-mails, she would give slideshow presentations - the point I'm trying to make
here is that Aafia showed that there is always something we can do to help our brothers and sisters, the least of which is a
spoken word to raise awareness to those who are unaware. Sitting back and doing nothing is never an option. She once
gave a speech at a local mosque to raise funds for Bosnian orphans, and when the audience was just sitting there watching
her, she asked: "How many people in this room own more than one pair of boots?" When half the room raised their
hands, she said: "So, donate them to these Bosnians who are about to face a brutal winter!" She was so effective in her
plea that even the imam took off his boots and donated them!
There is much more to say about how passionate this sister was for Islam. However, the above gives you an idea of what
she was like, and should hopefully serve as an inspiration for brothers before sisters to become active in serving Islam
through whatever means are available. Remember that she was doing all of this while being a mother and a PhD student,
and most of us do much less despite having much more free time.
So, having this image of Aafia in my mind, I was taken aback at what I saw when she was brought into court for what
should have been her bail hearing. The door on the front left side of the courtroom was slowly opened to reveal a frail,
limp, exhausted woman who could barely hold her own head up straight in a pale blue wheelchair. She was dressed in a
Guantanamo-style orange prison uniform, and her frail head was wrapped in a white hijab that was pulled down to cover
her bone-thin arms (the prison uniform is shortsleeved). Her lawyers quickly sat around her, and the hearing began.
The head prosecutor, assistant US attorney Christopher LaVigne, walked in with a group of three or four FBI agents, one
of whom was a female who looked Pakistani (•••• •••• •••••). The defense began by announcing that the bail hearing was to
be postponed because of Aafia's medical condition. Essentially, Aafia's lawyers reasoned that there was no point of her
being out on bail if she was near death. So, they demanded that she be allowed a doctor's visit before anything else.
LaVigne got up and objected, saying that Aafia was a risk to the security of the United States. The judge didn't seem to buy
that, and the prosecutor continued arguing that "this is a woman who attempted to blast her way out of captivity." As soon
as this was said, I looked over and noticed Aafia shaking her head in desperation and sadness, as if she felt that the whole
world was against her. By the way, Aafia was so small and weak that I could barely see her from behind the wheelchair. All
I could see was her head slumped over to the left and wrapped in the hijab, and her right arm sticking out.
I got a better understanding of why she was so sad and desperate when her lawyer began listing details of her condition:
* She now has brain damage from her time in US custody
* One of her kidneys was removed while in US custody
* She is unable to digest her food since part of her intestines was removed during surgery while in US custody
* She has layers and layers of sewed up skin from the surgery for the gunshot wound
* She has a large surgical scar from her chest area all the way down to her torso
With all of this, she had not been visited by a single doctor the entire time of her incarceration in the US despite being in
constant incredible abdominal pain following her sloppy surgery in Afghanistan - pain for which she was being given
nothing more than Ibuprofen! Ibuprofen is purchased over the counter to treat headaches!
With all of this, the prosecutor had the audacity and shamelessness to try to prevent her from being seen by a doctor due
to her being a "security risk." When he was pressed by the judge as to why Aafia was sitting all this time in a NYC prison
without basic medical care, the government attorney stuttered, said that it was "a complicated situation," and capped it
with the expected cheap shot that "it was her decision as she refused to by seen by a male doctor." As soon as the
prosecutor said that last bit, I saw Aafia's thin arm shoot up and shake back and forth to the judge (as if to say 'No! He’s
lying!'). I felt so sorry for her, as she was obviously quite frustrated at the lies being spilled out before her very eyes. Her
lawyer then put her hand on her arm and began stroking it to comfort her and calm her down.
When the hearing was over, one scholarly statement stuck in my mind, and it is where Ibn al-Qayyim said that a person
rises in his closeness to Allah until: "...there remains only one obstacle from which the enemy calls him from, and this is
an obstacle that he must face. If anyone were to be saved from this obstacle, it would have been the Messengers and
Prophets of Allah, and the noblest of His Creation. This is the obstacle of Satan unleashing his troops upon the believer
with various types of harm: by way of the hand, the tongue, and the heart. This occurs in accordance with the degree of
goodness that exists within the believer. So, the higher he is in degree, the more the enemy unleashes his troops and helps
them against him, and overwhelms him with his followers and allies in various ways. There is no way around this
obstacle, because the firmer he is in calling to Allah and fulfilling His commands, the more the enemy becomes intent
upon deceiving him with foolish people. So, he has essentially put on his body armor in this obstacle, and has taken it
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upon himself to confront the enemy for Allah's Sake and in His Name, and his worship in doing so is the worship of the
best of worshippers."
And this was absolutely clear that day when looking at the scene in the court. Despite Aafia's apparent physical weakness
and frailty, there was a certain 'izzah (honor) and strength that I felt emanating from her the entire time. Everything from
the way she forcefully shook her hand at the judge when the prosecutor would lie, to how she was keen to wear her hijab
on top of her prison garments despite horrible circumstances that would make hijab the last thing on most people's minds,
to the number of FBI agents, US Marshals, reporters, officials, etc. who were all stuffed in this small room to observe this
frail, weak, short, quiet, female "security risk" - everything pointed to the conclusion that the only thing all of these people
were afraid of was the strength of this sister's iman.
This is the situation of our dear sister, a Muslim woman in captivity…
What can I say...?
I will not close by mentioning the obligation of helping to free Muslim prisoners. I will not mention how al-Mu'tasim razed
an entire city to the ground to rescue a single Muslim woman. I will not go back to the days of Salah ad-Din or 'Umar bin
'Abd al-'Aziz, who rescued Muslim prisoners in the tens of thousands. I cannot be greedy enough to mention these things
at this point because what is even sadder than what is happening to Aafia Siddiqui is how few the Muslims were who even
bothered to show up to her hearing in a city of around half a million Muslims (not counting the surrounding areas), and
that not a single Muslim organization in the United States has taken up the sister's cause or even spoken a word in her
defense, and as Ibn al-Qayyim said: "If ghayrah (protective jealousy) leaves a person’s heart, his faith will follow it."
Unfortunately, in a time where most of us are following Din al-A'rab, it seems that the best person to teach us a lesson in
how to help Aafia Siddiqui would have been Aafia herself.

• •••• ••••••••
Source: al-istiqamah.com
__________________
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Quote:

Allahu Akbar...O Allah, free this woman!
Ameen
this is very sad, made tears come
Yaa Allah hasten the release of all the prisoners who are held by the kuffar
Yaa Allah hasten the release of Mujahid Shaykh Umar Abdur Rahman
Ameen
__________________
The presence of Khattāb and Shāmil in Chechnya was not a coincidence. Nor is the presence of Usāmah
and Al-Mullā ‘Umar in Afghanistan a coincidence. And the presence of Az-Zarqāwī and Abu Umar al
Bagdadhi in Iraq was not a coincidence. Allāh chose these men from among the Muslims by His Decree for
the execution of the message of religious and mental renewal in this Ummah, and to plant the spirit of
honor and dignity and trust in His promise.
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Hasbunallah wa ni'mal wakeel! Oh Allah! Reserve for my beloved sister Aafia a place with the Highest
Companion and be pleased with her and strengthen her. And disgrace her enemies and reserve for them
the deepest and hottest part of the hell fire and weaken their plots. Ameen
Brother Abu Sabaya,
May Allah reward you and may he remove from you all difficulties in this life and the hereafter the way
you have stood up for our sister Aafia. In my opinion you have been true to your covenant with Allah and
His messenger!
__________________
•••• ••••••• ••••••• •••••••• • ••••••••• ••••••• ••••••• •••••••••• • ••••• •••••••• •••••• • •••••
•••••• ••••••••••••
He it is Who has sent His Messenger (Muhammad SAW) with guidance and the religion of truth (Islamic
Monotheism) to make it victorious over all (other) religions even though the Mushrikun (polytheists,
pagans, idolaters, and disbelievers in the Oneness of Allah and in His Messenger Muhammed SAW) hate
(it). (As-Saff 61:9)
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Words are not enough for what the heart wants to say, may Allah help our sister and hasten her release.
I feel like a munafiq for only being able to make dua' and write letters of support, knowing that our
women are suffering. I feel like a munafiq for thinking that I'm a Muslim.
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May Allah make the devils who made her suffer, suffer much worse in this dunya before the akhira.
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Allah ul Musta'an
Allahumma fukka qaid asraha ya Rabb al 'Alamin!
__________________
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Subhan Allah, this is truly heartbreaking. Ameen to all of the Du'as.
What a pathetic state we are in. May Allah break the backs of her enemies. How can any human being
treat a mother of three children like that?? What a bunch of animals. And how pathetic that almost no
muslims showed up for her hearing????
May Allah Reward the few brothers and sisters that are speaking her case.
__________________
Let them laugh a little: much will they weep: a recompense for the (evil) that they do.
-Quran (9:82)
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Quote:

Every time I remember our free sisters
in the prisons of the Crusaders,
And every time I see in front of me
the picture of the free afflicted ones,
While she is forced to drink from a cup,
which is filled with the sperm of the Cross-Worshipers,
by which the earth shakes me,
And I promise Allah that I will take revenge on everyone
who has taken part in this plot
I cry for this girl,
Woe to her she was taken in the arms of
the criminal in his house
In the past they were free and inviolable lasting
But now they have moved away the distance of the stars
And today they have tasted the imprisonment
and its humiliations and so they cried tears gushing forth
And the endless astonishment is,
How can a Muslim who has a trace
of Religion be satisfied,
After he saw this disgrace, to be a soldiers
for the cross- worshiper Or a police men for
these disbelievers,
have these people lost their senses ? and they have been
deprived of their religion
Verily we have promise Allah and
We took a firm covenant,
that we dont become lenient or silent
until we have rescued these afflicted ones,
until we have taken revenge for the
dignity and honour which have been violated
Shaheed Mujahid Sheykh Abu Mus'ab Zarqawi (rahimullah)
__________________
The presence of Khattāb and Shāmil in Chechnya was not a coincidence. Nor is the presence of Usāmah
and Al-Mullā ‘Umar in Afghanistan a coincidence. And the presence of Az-Zarqāwī and Abu Umar al
Bagdadhi in Iraq was not a coincidence. Allāh chose these men from among the Muslims by His Decree for
the execution of the message of religious and mental renewal in this Ummah, and to plant the spirit of
honor and dignity and trust in His promise.
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Its sickening they would leave her in that conditions without seeing a doctor. They did the same thing to a
brother Abu Isa in the UK, he had 3rd degree burns and they left him without medical treatment.
May Allah have mercy on this sister and give her the highest place in Jannah.
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Even though our eyes are filled with tears and we feel that nifaaq is all we contain within our hearts, we
will not utter but words of hope and trust in our Patron, our Rabb- Allaah.
Indeed Allaah (Subhanahu wa taa ala) is building a case.
It is Allaah's Hearing we await.
That Day will TRUE horrors be seen and TRUE justice will prevail. A mother's tears and the pleas of
millions upon millions for their ukth fid deen will not go in vain. It will not.
This is only the start.
The end is what the believers await.
'Qul: Intaziroo inna muntazireen'- 'Say: Wait you! We too are waiting'
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