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spree.

Back at Cowart’s home, Schlesselman contacted a friend in Texas.
Schlesselman was looking for someone to harbor him and Cowart as they traveled
state-to-state in the course of their killing spree. Schlesselman also attempted to

contact a friend in California for the same purpose.

On the evening of October 21, 2008, Cowart and Schlesselman, along with
a driver, traveled to a house near Cowart’s with the intent of burglarizing the
house or robbing its occupants. Cowart told Schlesselman that an elderly couple
lived at the house. The pair intended to use the proceeds of this crime to fund
their killing spree. Schlesselman was armed with the .357 handgun and what was
described as “a big knife;” Cowart had a .22 revolver and another big knife. They
cased the house but ultimately determined not to break in when they saw a dog and

then determined that the occupants might be awake.

The two then dropped off their driver and proceeded to a local Wal-Mart,
where they bought ski masks and nylon rope. The purpose of the ski masks was to
hide their identities when they committed robberies. The purpose of the rope was

to tie people up while they committed robberies. The two then returned to
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Cowart’s house. On the way back to the house, Cowart drove past the Allen
Baptist Church in Brownsville, Tennessee. He slowed the car down and fired a

shot into a window of the church with his revolver.

The next day, Cowart and Schlesselman returned to Wal-Mart and
purchased .25 caliber ammunition for use in their robberies and killing spree.
Shortly thereafter, they began decorating Cowart’s car with window chalk.
Cowart drew a large swastika and the numbers 14 and 88 on the hood of the car,
and wrote an acronym for “What would Hitler do?” on the side of the car.
Schlesselman wrote “Honk if you love Hitler” across the rear bumper. The two
planned to use the car to drive to the locations of their planned robberies and then

to commence their killing spree.

Cowart and Schlesselman were returning to Cowart’s house after decorating
the car when they were apprehended by the Crockett County Sheriff’s Department.
The two were immediately detained. Subsequent investigation revealed an
internet chat conversation between Cowart and another individual on May 16,
2008, in which Cowart wrote that he would attempt to assassinate Barack Obama,
then a major candidate for President of the United States.
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