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SUBSTITUTION FOR THE TESTIMONY OF
KHALTD SHETKH MOHAMMED

Khalid Sheikh Mohammed (“Sheikh Mohammed”), a.k.a. Mukhtar, was a
high-ranking member of al Qaeda, who served as the “emir” or “mastermind” of
the September 11, 2001, attacks. He was appointed ‘o that role by Usama Bin
Laden (“Bin Laden™). Sheikh Mohammed was intimately involved in the planning
and execution of the September 11 attacks, as well as a central planner in al
Qaeda’s post-September 11 terrorist plots.

Sheilch Mohammed was captured in March 2003, and has been mmterrogated
over the course of years on multiple occasions since his capture. None of the
attoreys for either the prosecution or defense have been allowed access to Sheikh
Mohammed, who is not available to testify either in person or by video for
national security reasons. However, the lawyers have been given numerous
written summaries of Sheikh Mohammed’s oral statements made in response to
extensive questioning,

Listed below are some of the statements Sheikh Mohammed made in

response to questioning. You should assume that if Sheikh Mohammed were
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available to testify in this courtroom under oath and subject to perjury he would
have said what is contained in these statements.

Although you do not have the ability to see the witmess’s demeanor as he
testifies, vou must approach these statements with the understanding that they
were made under circumstances designed to elicit truthful statements from the
witness. In evaluating the truthfulness of these statements, you should consider all
other evidence in this case, including all exhibits, regardless of which side may
have produced the exhibit, and all other witness testimony mcluding summarized
statements of other enemy combatant witnesses, that tends to either corroborate or
contradict the accuracy of this witness’s statements, I is solely up to the jury to
decide how much, if any, of any witness’s testimony to credit.

Sheikh Mohammed’s Role in Al-Oaeda and in the 9/11 Operation

1, Sheikh Meohammed described his role in the al Qaeda leadership. He said
he was never a member of al Qaeda’s Shura council. The highest position
that he attained while in al Qaeda was Chief of External Operations, which
was decreed in writing by Bin Laden four months before Sheikh

Mchammed’s arrest in March 2003,

I

In October 2000, Bin Laden appointed Sheikh Mohammed as head of all

media operations for al Qaeda. He was also in charge of'the 9/11 operation.
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At that time, Muhammad Atif, aka Abu Hafs al-Masrz, had overall
responsibility for al Qaeda operations and was assisted by Sayf al-Adl.

Zacarias Moussaoui’s Involvement in the 9/11 Operation

Sheikh Moharnmed said that he intended for Moussaoui to participate in a
follow-on attack in the U.S., unrelated to the 9/11 attacks,

KSM denied that Moussaoui ever had a 9/11 role, reiterating his previous
statements that Moussaoul was intended for the second wave atfacks.
Sheikh Mohammed explained that Moussaoui was preparing for a second
wave attack which entailed the same steps as the September 11 hijackers:
getting flight lessons, purchasing knives, etc.

Sheikh Mohammed said that he was not even aware of Moussaoui's arrest
until after 9/11. Sheikh Mohammed did not worry about not hearing from
Moussaoui in the weeks before the 9/11 operation because Moussaous was
supposed to be in flight school and was not supposed to be in contact with
him or anyone until after graduating. Sheikh Mohammed said that
Moussaoul did not know Atta and there was never any contact between the
two of them. Sheikh Mohammed pointed out that the 9/11 operation

proceeced on schedule after Moussaoui's arrest, noting that if Moussaoui
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was part of the plot, there should have been some disruption or change in
plans.

Evolution of the 9/11 Operation

0. Sheikh Mohammed provided information on the evolution of his plot to
hijack planes in the United States with suicide operatives. During 1994, he,
Ramzi Yusif, Usama Asmurai aka Wali Khan and [Albdul Hakim Murad
worked on the Bojinka plot — the plan to explode in mid-air 12 U.S.
commercial airline[r]s traveling either from or to U.S. destinations. This
plot was disrupted in early 1995, Sheikh Mohammed traveled to
Afghanistan in 1996 to convince Bin Laden to give him money and
operatives so that he could hijack 10 planes in the U.S. to flv them into
targets, with five targets on each coast of the United States. Bin Laden was
not convinced of the practicality of the operation, but in either March or
April 1999, Bin Laden changed his mind, and summoned Sheikh
Mohammed to meet him in Qandahar, Afghanistan. Bin Laden told Sheilh
Mohammed that he now thought the idea could work, and informed him that
the operation now had al Qaeda’s full support. Bin Laden immediately
otfered him four individuals as potential hijacker-suicide operatives: Walid

Muhammad Salih Bin Atta[sih [{a.k.a. “Khallad™)]; Abu Bara al-Yamani,

i
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Khalid al-Mihdhar [also spelled “Midhdar], and Nawaf al-Hazmi. After the
proposed hijacking plot gained the approval of Bin Laden, Sheikh
Mohammed and other senior al Qaeda members who were aware of the plot
referred to it as the planes operation. Sheikh Mohammed estimated that it
Wouid take about two years to plan and execute.

Shetkh Mohammed said that he had to make his first major adjustment to
his plan during the Spring and Summer of 1999 when he realized that
[Walid] Bin Attash [(a.k.a. “Khallad™)] and Abu Bara, who were hoth
Yemenis, were unable to obtain U.S. visas. Sheikh Mohammed wanted
these two operatives to be involved in the planes operation, as well as other
Yemenis from Bin Laden’s security detail, including al-Battar al-Yemeni.
As aresult, Sheikh Mohammed decided to split the planes operation into
two parts to ensure that the Yemenis participated. The first part involved
the United States. Sheikh Mohammed planned to send an as-yet
undetermined number of operatives to the United States to hijack
U.S.-flagged commercial airliners and crash them into targets within the
United States. By mid-1999, al-Mihdhar and al-Hazmi, who already had
U.5. visas, were already slated for that operation. The other part of the

operation involved a smaller version of the Bojinka plot, and would mvolve
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the Yemenis: operatives would hijack U.S.-flagged commercial airlines
flying Pacific routes, and would explode them in mid-air instead of flying
them into targets. By mid-1999, Bin Attash [(a.k.a. “Khallad™)] and Abu
Bara were slated for that portion of the planes operation . . . . In any case,
the plan at this point was to have all planes in the United States and Fast
Asia either explode or crash at roughly the same time, to maximize the
psychelogical impact of the attack.

[[]n the spring of 2000 . . . Bin Laden cancelled the East Asia portion of the
planes operation in April or May, claiming that it would be too difficult to
synchronize the U.S. and East Asia portions of the operation.

8. For the September 11 operation, Sheikh Mohammed said that the mitial plan
called for crashing planes in southeast Asia at the same time as the attacks
in New York and Washington, D.C. Saudis were primarily chosen for the
attacks n the United States because they could easily travel there. Sheikh
Mohammed wanted to use Yemeni cperatives for the southeast Asia portion
of the attacks because a person with a Yemeni passport could more easily
travel to places like Hong Kong and Malaysia, allewing the Yemenis an
opportunity for a martyrdom operation. Sheikh Mohammed said that, while

he would have considered Yemenis for the attacks in the U.S.. he noted thas
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Yemenis Walid Muhammad Salih Bin Attash aka "Khallad" and Bin al-
Shibh tried to obtain U.S. visas but were denied. Sheikh Mohammed noted
that Bin al-Shibh was living in Germany when he tried to obtain a U.S. Visa
but was still denied.

Sheikh Mohammed dispatched Bin Attash [(a.k.a. “Khallad™)] to southeast
Asian December 1999 to observe security measures on U.S. carrier's east
Asian travel routes in preparation for thi_s operation. When Bin Attash
[(ak.a “Khallad”)] returned, he reported that airline security officials had
questioned and searched him thoroughly, but since Sheikh Mohammed was
not planning to have operatives smuggle weapons on board the flight, he did
not believe this scrutiny would pose a problem for the operation.

Sheikh Mohammed stated that in January 2000, the four operatives mvolved
in the planes operation flew to Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Khallad,

al-Hazmi, and Abu Bara flew from Karachi, whereas al-Mihdhar flew from
Yemen and joined them there. Khallad’s and Abu Bara’s mission in East
Asia was to ride a U.S.-flageed commercial airliner to gain familiarity with
riding on U.S. planes .. .. Sheikh Mohammed stressed at this point In the
planes operation, all four operatives only knew that they had volunteered for

a martyrdom operation involving planes; al-Midhdar and al-Hazmi knew
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that they would be involved in an operation somewhere in the United States,
whereas Khallad and Abu Bara knew they would be involved in an
operation somewhere in East Asia.

Sheikh Mohammed admitted that the four operatives were in contact with
Hambali [aX.a. “Riduan Bin Isomuddin”] durmng the visit to Kuala Lumpur,
but only because Hambali as a rule had to be informed of the activities of 4]
Qaeda operatives in Southeast Asia. Sheikh Mohammed claimed that he
onty began to consider recruiting JI operatives for inclusion in hijacking
operations as part of his second wave hijacking attacks, to oceur after the
September 11 attacks. Sheikh Mohammed stated that he began to consider
the use of JI operatives in either late 2000 or carly 2001. [The parties
stipulate that Hambali was the operational leader of a Southesast Asian
terrorist organization known as the Jemaah Islamiya (JT) which has a goal of
establishing a radical Islamic state in Southeast Asia. JI and al Qaeda
coordinated some terrorist plans, including the fraining of JT members in al
Qaeda’s Afghanistan training camps.]

Sheikh Mohammed claimed that it was his idea that al-Mihdhar and

k)

al-Hazmi should reside in San Diego, CA, after arriving in Los Angeles

CAL on January 15,2000, Sheikh Mohammed told al-Mihdhar and
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al-Hazmi, both of whom barely spoke English, to enroll in an
English-language course and then, once their English was satisfactory, to
enroll in a flight school. San Diego, according to Sheikh Mohammed’s
research, had several English-language and flight schools. . . . Sheikh
Mohammed claimed that there was no al Qaeda operative or facilitator in
the United States to help al-Midhdar and al-Hazmi settle in the United
States. Sheikh Mohammed also denied that al-Midhdar and al-Hazmi were
engaged in casing activity while in San Diego, given that they barely knew
how to function in U.S. society.

The next major change in the planes operation occurred in the spring of
2000 after Khallad and Abu Bara returned to Karachi. Bin Laden canceied
the East Asia portion of the planes operation in April or May, claiming that
it would be too difficult o synchronize the U.S. and East Asia portions of
the operation. Khallad and Abu Bara remained under Sheikh Mohammed’s
operational control, and Khallad helped Sheikh Mohammed keep in contact
with al-Hazmi in the U.S. via internet chat. Sheikh Mohammed also was in
direct internet chat with al-Hazmi during 2000. After the bombing of the
U.5.5. Cole in Ocrober 2000, Sheikh Mohammed transferred Khallad and

Abu Bara to the control of al-Nashiri, the key operative in charge of the
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U.S.S. Cole bombing, so that they could be involved in future plotting in the
Persian Gulf Area.

According to Sheikh Mohammed, he was happy that Bin Laden assigned
him to the 9/11 operation because he had proposed a similar operation to
Bin Laden 4 years earlier in 1996, immediately after Bin Laden 's arrival
from Sudan to Tora Bora. Sheikh Mohammed thought the operation was
casy. He suggestfed] at the time that they send mujahidin to study in the
flight institutes and use large planes, such as a Boeing 747-400 or larger,
not small planes. Sheikh Mohammed did not like to depend on the military
training that was given in Afghanistan because he considered it impractical.
Sheikh Mohammed thought simplicity was the key to success. Sheikh
Mohammed did not like using codes in routine messages or e-mails. He
asked the operatives to be normal to the maximum extent possible in their
dealings, to keep the tone of their letters educational, social, or commercial,
and 1o keep the calls short. He gave Atta enough authority that he would
not need 1o consult with them frequently, and would be the decision maker,
Shetkh Mohammed forbade the operatives from contacting Pakistan for any
reason. Furthermore, they removed all Pakistani stamps or visas from the

passports. Atta had taken a training session in this and had masrered it.
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Purpose of the 9/11 Attacks

,M
LN

Sheikh Mohammed said that the purpose of the attack on the Twin Towers
was to “wake the American people up.” Sheikh Mohammed said that if the
target would have been strictly military or government, the American people
would not focus on the atrocities that America is committing by supporting
Isracl against the Palestinian people and America’s self-serving foreign
policy that corrupts Arab governments and leads to further exploitation of
the Arab/Mushm peoples.

Selection of Targets for the 9/11 Operation

16, In 1998, Bin Laden publicly declared war against the United States. It was
at this time that Bin Laden raised Sheikh Mohammed’s idea with
Muhammad Atif aka Abu Hafs al-Masri. Bin Laden requested a meeting
with Sheilh Mohammed in Qandahar, Afghanistan, during which he
specifically requested Sheikh Mohammed’s assistance in developing an
operation designed to drive aircraft into targets. Sheikh Mohammed agreed
to head up the operation, and at Bin Laden’s request, he moved his family 1o

Qandahar and became a member of al Qaeda.

-}
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During Sheikh Mohammed’s first targeting meeting, Bin Laden discussed

operational concepts with him in general terms. Sheikh Mohammed
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believes that Abu Hafs was present durmng this meeting. Bin Laden
expressed his desire to simultaneously hit the Pentagon, White House, and
U.S. Capitol building, and had Nawaf al-Hazmi and Khalid al-Mshdhar in
mind for the operation. He was hopeful that Sheikh Mohammed wouid be
able to identify additional pilots from the Persian Gulf region based on his
connections there. Sheikh Mohammed noted that at that point, Mohammad
Atta’s group had not vet been identified,

According to Sheikh Mohammed, when Atta was identified as an operative,
Bin Laden held another meeting in Qandahar to discuss which targets
would be hit. Bin Laden, Atta, Abu Hafs, and Sheikh Mohammed were zll
present. Sheikh Mohammed explained that, at that ume, Hani Hanjour, the
fourth pilot, had not yvet been identified. The group, therefore, worke

under the assumption that only three targets would be hit, and Bin Laden
mdicated that he wanted to hit a mulitary, political, and economic target.
Sheikh Mohammed had many targets in mind from his work in the early
1990s with Ramzi Yusif, and during the meeting, dozens of possible tarcets
were discussed, including the World Trade C enter, a nuclear reactor, the
Empire State Building, a foreign embassy i Washingron, D.C., and the

beadquarters of both the CLA and the FBI. While the group also believed a
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location in the U.S. with a large Jewish population would be of interest, no
specific targets there were discussed. Generally speaking, Sheikh
Mohammed said that large buildings in the United States were considered to
be especially vulnerable to attack and easy to hit.

Sheikh Mohammed said that before Sheikh Mohammed departed from
Afghanistan, Bin Laden presented Sheikh Mohammed with a list of targets,
which Sheikh Mohammed conveyed to Atta. Atta then compiled a hist of
preliminary targets. Bin Laden told Atta that Atta must hit both towers of
the WTC, the Pentagon, and the U.S. Capitol, but that additional targets
from which Atta could choose included the White House, the Sears Tower,
and a foreign embassy in Washington. Following this conversation, Atta
used a computer program to locate a nuclear power generating plant in
Pennsylvania, which Bin Laden agreed to add to the list.

Sheikh Mcharmmed said that the plane that crashed into the field in
Pennsylvania was targeted at the Capitol buildin g (Congress and Senate).
Sheikh Mohammied said that the CTA headquarters was not a target since it
was Ramzi Yousef’s operation and this target was compromised when

Yousel was arrested.
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Sheiklh Mohammed said that New York was definitely the economic capital
of the U.S. and, thus, was always the first target on his mind. After the 1993
attack on the World Trade Center, Sheikh Mohammed decided that
explosives and bombs could be problematic so he focused on using
airplanes as weapons. The most attractive targets were high buildings, both

for their relative ease of targeting, as welil as for the symbolic impact,

Q]
1R

Sheikh Mohammed said that targets that were not included in the 9/1 1
attacks were to be carried forward to the next operation, and that the
original plan called for Moussaoui to lead the next attack operation in the
U.S. Sheikh Mohammed insisted that Moussaoui was not included in the
list of potential pilots for Atta's attacks, and that the original list of potential
targets was restricted to four or five even though Atta had a list of eight
potential targets. Sheikh Mohammed provided other possible targets for al
Qaeda operations.

23, Sheikh Mohammed asserted that the targets that were not included in the
G/11 attacks were to be carried forward to the next operation. Several
targets were listed that were not attacked that included the White House, the
U.S. Capitol, a foreign embassy, the Sears Tower. and a Nuclear Power

Plant m Pennsyivania. Sheikh Mohammed also indicated that other 11.S.
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targets had been considered by al Qaeda to include an unidentified bridge in
San Francisco or San Mateo, California.

Deployment of Nawaf al-Hazmi and Khalid al-Mihdar to the U.S.,

September 11 hijackers Nawaf Al-[Hazmi] and Khalid al-Mihdar were
selected by Bin Laden to participate in the operation. They had acquired
U.S. visa[s] on their own accord in 1999 following the martyr death of their
friend Hazam in the 1998 bombing of the 1.8, Embassy in Nairobi, Kenvya.
They decided to obtain U.S. visas prior to traveling to Afghanistan to make
themselves more attractive for any possible operation in the United States.
Neither al-[Hazmi] or al-Mihdar were aware of the September 11 operation
prior fo getting the visas, nor were they directed by Bin Laden, Sheikh
Mobammed, or any other al Qaeda operative to do so.

Sheikh Mohammed said that he gave al-Hazmi and al-Mihdhar
approximately U.S. §8,000 each for their travel to California. Sheikh
Mohammed added that al-Hazmi and al-Mihdar got additional funds when
they met with Atta. Sheikh Mohammed explained that he gave them the
funds while they were in Afghanistan, and no money was transferred to

them in Malaysia.
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Sheikh Mohammed discussed the preparations to deploy 9/11 hijackers
Nawaf al-Hazmi and Khalid Al-Mihdhar to the U.S. Before their
deployment, the two were told that they were being sent to the U.S. for
flight training. Sheikh Mohammed explained to them that the flight traming
was in preparation for their participation in a martyy operation in which
aircraft would be flown into unspecified targets. The two were not provided
with the specific targets of the operation. Sheikh Mohammed clarified that
the exact targets had not yet been decided upon, and that, at the time of the
duo's travel to the U.S., even Sheikh Mohammed did not know what the
final targets of the operation would be.

Beflore sending Hazmi to the U.S., Sheikh Mohammed provided him with
fraining in basic survival skills. Sheikh Mohammed's primary concern in
using Hazmi for the 9/11 operation was that Hazmi's English was very
weak; however, he stated that there was not much he could do in the matter,
as Hazmi had a U.S. visa, which was relatively rare among the mujahidin.
Shetlkh Mohammed spent a significant amount of time reviewing with
Hazmi the timetables of the U.S. airlines that were eventually used in the

operation.
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