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Bin Ladin Determined To Strike in US

Ciandestine, foreign government, and media reporis indicate 8in Ladin
since 1997 has wanted to conduct terrorist attacks in the US. Bin Ladin
implied in US lelevision interviews in 1937 and 1998 tha! His foliowers would
Iolliow the example of World Trade Center bomber Ramzi Youse! and “bring
the fighling 1o America.”

Afler US missile slrikes on his base in Alghanistan in 1598, Bin Ladin
fold followers he wanted lo relaliate in Washingion, according lo

a NN - -vico.

An Egyplian Islamic Jihad (E1J) operative told an QR service
althe same time that Bin Ladin was planning lo expioit the operative's

access 1o the US to mount a tarroris! striks.

The millennium plotting in Canada in 1998 may have been part of
Bin Ladin’s first serious attempt o implement a terrorist strike in the
US. Convicted plotter Ahmed Ressam has told the FB! that ha conceived lhe
idea to altack Los Angeles Internallonal Airparthimsaeif, buf that Bin
Ladin lieutenant Abu Zubaydah encouraged him and heiped faciiitate the

operation. Ressam 2lso said that in 1998 Abu Zubaydah was planning his
own US attack.

Ressam says Bin Ladin was aware of the Los Angeies operation,

Although Bin Ladin has not succeeded, his attacks againstthe US
Embassies in Kenya and Tanzania in 1958 demonstrate that he prepares
Gperatfons years in advance and /s not deterrad by satbacks. Bin Ladin
associates surveilied our Embassies in Nairobi and Dar es Salaam as early

&s 1983, and some membars of the Naijrobl cell pianning the bombings ware

arrested and deported in 1997,

Al-Qa‘ida members—including some who are US citizens—have resided
inor traveled to the US for years, and the group apparently maintains a
Support structure that could aid attacks. Two al-Ca’lda memibers foung Juilty
in the conspiracy to bomb our Embassliss in East Africa were US citizens, and a
senior ElJ member lived in California in the mid-1990s.

A clandsstine source said in 1998 that 2 Bin Ladin cell in New York
was recruiting Muslim-American youth for attacks.

We have not besn able to corroborate same of the more sensational s
fAreat reporting, such as that from 2 SENEEREEDNEEEE - ic: in DEFE%(T—!I!)@#T S
1258 saying that Bin Ladin wanted to hijack a US aircraft to gain the

release of "Blind Shaykn" ‘Umar 'Abd al-Aahman and other US-hatd 2@/
extramists. . o l\\lho. &Uj‘ég?:'
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— Nevertheless, FBI informalion since (hat time indicales pallerns of
Suspicfous activily in this country consistent wiih preparations for
hijackings or cther types of aflacks, including recen surveillance of
federal buiidings in New York.

The FBI s conducling approximalely 70 fuil lieid investigations
ihroughout (he US thal it considers Bin Lacin-relaled. CIA and the
FBI are investigating a call 1o our Embassy in the UAE in May saying
that a group of Bin Ladin supponers was in the US planning atacks

wilh explosives.
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