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called Post several times
o 'up a e us on the progress of PPP party

The final decision was that Benazirrs son
Bilawal Bhutto would lead the party, while her husband, Asif
Ali Zardari acted as co-chair. Amin Faheem would continue as
vice Chairman and be the party·s choice for Prime Minister.
While Bilawal finishes his degree at Oxford, Zardari will
lead the party. c===J told Ambassador tha~ Zardari would not
stand for election, and over 90% of PPP leaders at today ' s
meeting 6upported going forward with elections on Janua 8.
After the press conference,

s. (C) c===Jtold Polcouns that, in her will, Benazir had
named her husband Asif Ali Zardari to take over leadership of
the party, but Zardari had declined urging instead that
Benazir ' s son Bilawal (aged 19, currently enrolled at Oxford)
be given the title of party chief. The compromise was a
joint chairmanship for now.

Elections Postponement

7 • (C) r
conf irmed:~t~o~t~h~e~A~riib~a:-s~sa~d~o~r~t~n~a~t~t~h~e~g~o~v~e~r~n~m~e~n~t~w~o~u~I'I""'"d~a~c~c~e~p""'l""t--

whatever decision PPP made about when the elections could
take place. c:=:JalSo confirmed press reports that several
Election Comm~SS10n Offices in Sindh had been burned down,
printing presses are closed preventing printing of election
ballots, and fuel shortages are complicating delivery of
ballots which have been-printed. It would, therefore, be
difficult to hold elections on January 8.
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Iconfirmed that the government will wait
~f-o-r~p~p~P~f-s--d-le-c~1~s~1~o-n~onhow to proceed but also confirmed the
logistical and securit roblems the Election Commission now
faces. key party
leaders; an a oc ~s an were prepared
to go forward with elections on January 8, but those in Sindh
(the site of the worst post-assassination violence) and
Northwest Frontier Province supported a delay. I Isaid
that the PPP's 40 day mourning period would end on February
5, and the Muslim holy month of Muharram would end on
February 10; therefore, elections could be held on February
14, 16 or lB.

Electoral Fallout
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Independent Investigation
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11. (C) Ambassador again raised I Ithe need for an
independent/international investigation of Bhutto's death.1"-- _
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