REFERRED FOR ACTION TO: U.S. ARMY INSPECTOR GENERAL

HOTLINE CASE NUMBER: 55-

Tracking and response to the Hotline are required in accordance
with Dol Directive 7050.1, March 20, 1987, Subject: Defense

Hotline.

COMMENTS

THIS CASE HAS CONCRESSIONAL INTEREST. PLEASE PROVIDE
THE HOTLINE AN INITIAL WRITTEN RESPONSE WITHIN 60 DAYS.

The DoD Inspector General will respond teo
Representative Schroeder at the completion of your

inguiry.
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May 4, 1995

Honorable William J. Perry

Secretary
Department of Cefense

The Pentagon
Washingten, D.C. 20301-1155

Dear Secretary Perry:

On April 30, CBS's "60 Minutes" aired a story in which alleged

active-duty members of the Army’s Special Forcea claimed

involvement with publishing anti-government literature in a
clandestine newsletter called The Regjister.

Cn CBS "This Morning, " Special Operations cumnder, Gen. J.T.
Scott, said to the best of his knowledge, no one has instigated
any investigation into this matter.

I am requesting that you direct the Inspector General to
investigate the veracity of the claims made on "60 Minutes® and
by other sources about this Special Ferces underground. I am

particularly concerned because these forces receive elite
training and have access to ¢lassified material.

I enclose a copy from the April 28 Mewsdav detailing some of
these alleged activities.

sponse tc my redquest.

FELEm— TN

NOTICE: The identity of the ccomplainant has not been deleted from the
. ' document in order to facilitate resolutien of the matter. However,

exercised in the use or release of the socurce’s
action in keeping
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EEADLINE: 'Todelikle Trail':
Febel guide mey be putr out By A=xy elite

BILINK: By Parrick J. Sloyan. WASHINGTON BURSRD
DATELIKFE: Waohington

BODY:
Eaghingtoa - A clandestine oewmlatter circulatiog ascos homegrown militias
that gives tip=s on guerrilla warfare tactics and attacks Clicton adainistratics
pulieinu& bz published by active-duty members of the elite U.5. Army Spocial
Foroen, nn:nrd:l_ng to Army c:-ftf.l:ia_‘l.n1 1

"The Regigter® describes itself as *The Cfficial Publicatien of the Special
Foroos Todergroond, * and has been circulated to Greesn Beret bases and other 0.5.
military installationc as well as co private paramilirary organi=arions whose
menbors foar whnt cthey deccribe as federal govermmont plans to disarm Assricans
and pacrifice U.5. jobe and burinedas bto a new world order.

Spwcial Forces merbers routinely take part in Central Imtelligemnce Agency
operaticos overseac. They are ckilled in fccenting revolutions and putting dosm
inTorgencien .

The moet recent Resipter, published in March, contained a harsh attack oa the
Clinton administration'm handling of the 1993 Dranch Pavidian apeault in Waco.
Texan. The newelebter complained that the use of Special Porces an silitary
advisers to the FBI at Wacc viclated federal laws acainst uming the military for
civilian low =nforcessnit,

_ Since former Army Sgt. Timothy McVeigh was charged with the bosbing of a
foedoral building in Cklahoma City lape week, renior Pentngon officiale have
sought ©c minimizo ties becween che regular military apd militias like the cnoe
in Eichigan Bcveigh wans associated with.

N In the charges against him, ﬂnmtnidﬁ:ﬁigh—lﬂnﬂitﬂmi
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:mmnﬂ:uwrmﬂm for Special Forcea, paid the publicabiom first appeared there lasi
summar, when ic wasg found in the JPE Library used by Greeon Berer crainess,

Lt. Col. Ken MoGraw, the gpokocman, paid the Resister may or may not Be
published by members of the Special Forces. "We honestly denift kmow, " NcGraw
gaid. "lThere haz been ne allegation rthat it ig producoed oo QeYyarmnenl property
or With government equipment o oa govornment time. So thers is no basis for an
invegtigation.”

Army regulaticns permit such off-base publicaticnos by active-dury soldiers
provided they do not contain classgified material or other infermatien that would
violate federal laws. Ta all four iggues, the Resipter bays its active duty
staff is not using Army regources or time to produce bhe newsletter.

A spokesman for Defwnse Secretary Willism Perry defended the Specizl Forcoeo
command decision pot te investigece the publication. "I chink we have to be wery
careful here te not undorcaks a wicch hune, " oaid che apckeoman., Denie Bosx, who
noted soldisrs have consticucional righta.

Fewvertlieless, thae contents of che Ragioter repulted in ite removal from the
JFE Library ak Ft. Bragg. The anewaletter takes pocehota ab peliciss and
statements by the commander-in-chief, President Bill Clinten, as well ac the Fr.
Bragg Spacial Operaticns Comrand chief, Gen. Wayne Downing.

"We thought it was neb appropriakte to be in the scheool library, " MeGraw said,
The publicaticn has been banned by commanders at Ft. Bragg and obher military
baaen, Pentagen efficiale said.

Sender Penteagon officials said they were unaware of the publicetion or its
criticism about Wace until copies wers pupplied by Wow York Howoday, "W
certainly don't condone thig porc of cthing,*® said ¥aj. Gen, Bill ®cClain, chief
of Army Public Bffairoc. Another senicr Aomy officer who read gome of the
Recigrey arvicles branded them as "full of esedition.*®

A retired Army colonel with close ties to the Special Forceog, whe epoke to
Rew York RHewsday on conditicn he net be identified, sald he had met with active
duty Green Beretg who ave pubklighing the Resipter., "I told thes they age heading
for che stockads," the retired offiesrs paid.

Bub the officer paid the Greeo Berels are usiog all their coppiderable
counterinsurgency ekille, including false namesz and fake mailing addre=ses, to
avold detecticn., "It would be hard teo catch them, " the retired officer said.

The latast issue contained an open lebLer to mesbors of militia groups aroend
the ocounctry.

L "The federal goveromeont's eradication of the Seventh Day Adventists in: Fage .- - -
T bad .nothing to.ds with raligion, alleged firearme lawg violaticne: ox: m_“_.“_..mmqm._u =
Lo ThATE shige v tha amzmpmmanwnwpﬁ It was A meEsage; to: the: rsaanwa pecple Hunﬁ i

.;__u:n. _ﬂmnm...,.w.__.u.m.n Hﬁﬂnﬂﬁ %&ﬁmmnu.mﬂn _Euﬁu.._.«mn..mﬁ by n?m._..c...; _wu..ur.wun H__ﬂ_.m_ in' the Burezu
ﬂﬂ Tl eohol: Huﬂunnu and: ﬂuqﬁheﬂb and FBI. It io the unh¢nuawH MEEEAga um all:

n%&nnnpnu~ if you aze nnmpmnn, w2 will kill you.®

il nhvnﬁ reinesated the publication’s. ; 1nmnan to:endorea amy: ﬂh.ﬂrm
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- sald it Covors mestoraticn of the Constitucion, not a viclenlh overthsow of Tha

FOVerTIMant |
rshould the federal goveroment decide to act agoinst the militia groups and
ehe militia groups stand and fight, they will nor in thedir cuszent configuzation
laoe coe month, * the Rezieter said. Lack of coreening and soccurity measures make

the militizs wvulnerable to infiltratlon, subversics and manipulabion, the

pnaewglelitar goid.

An article headlined "Resistance” offers spy tradocrafe lessons on
clandeotine communicacicas, a wvital =kill for small, lightly armed forces
staging hit-asd-run cpereaticons against a larger force. Many Grawen Berels are
college-educated, and the tone of the essay reflects a flair for English
liperamare

One lesson tells how to oomduct secret mectingo between operators whe have
oever mek, It boging with an exchange of coded phrasep cpchsnged at a
predetermined location asd eime.,

"one cperalbive offezs, 'I have never read Bronte,' " ke cocay said.
"The other replies, 'Dg you mean Charlotte or Emlly?" *

Sometimes, for safety's pake, the arvicle said, a third code phrase ghould ba
ugad, ouch as, *I did por koow there wap a difference.

While paramilitaries have membere frem all walke of 1ife, mosl are
bFlus-collar werkers who might stumbkle on the spigters Bronte.

hncther articles criticizes the U.3. policy of disarming the wealthy in Haiti
whille, ib cootepdd, Pregident Jean-Bertrand Aristide's payrcy wne targeting ite
political cpponents for murder, More than 500 Green Berets are now secving under

Opf corsnand in Haivi,

Ooe account queted the Speclal Operaticns Command chief, Dosning, ap oaying
the Specinl Forces were now comnitted to peace. "Comnitted to poace uced to ba a
bEromide exchange among thooe who worg dedicated to one-world commmism,* the

Rogister soid.

GRERFHIC: Photo-The Resister: "Ihe Qfficial Publication of the Special Forcee
Onderground .

LrnGURGE : ENGLISH

LORD-DATE-MDC: hpril 28, 1935
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In responsa to guestions posed by the AIG-Departmental
quiries, I contacted the following individuals concerning any
acti&nﬂ takcn by Speclal Forces EEHmanderb in respanse e the "ao

{1]_, U.5. Army, Deputy Inspector General
for Inspectlions, U.S5. Army Special Qierutians Command (USASOC),

Fort Bragg, North Carolina, DSN 239

hspector General’s Office, United' -

(2)
ﬂmmand (USs0C),. Macdill Air Force

States Speclal
Baee, Florida,

(3)
UsSs0C, (contacted at his tempeorary TDY location at BogQ,

Field, Flerida, DSN 5754l =xtension O

—advised that to his knowledge, no official
investigation 1is being ceonducted inte the rumers presented by the

mass media. However, during May 1995, General Wayne Downlng,
U.5. Army, Commander in Chief, USS0C, directed Lieutenant General
(LTG) James Scott, Commanding General, USASOC, to determine
whether his trocps are being influenced by extremist groups. To
accomplish this mission, USASOC is presently conducting "sensing
sessions" at the various locations where USASOC personnel are
stationed. Recently, USASOC perscnnel at Fort Lewis and Fort
Campbell experienced such sensing sessions. advized
that the sessicns begin with an explanation of the requirements:--
of Army Regulation 600-20, specifically theose sections dealing
wilith extremist greoups. A general discussion periocd is also in-
cluded in the session. A sampling of personnel in the various
enlisted and officer ranks are subject te the sessions. an
knowledge, no widespread problems have been identified

peratlions
DEW 968

. USAF, Inspector General,
HurlburF

dateo.

confirmed that General Downing had requested
such an asscssment by the feur commands over which he has
operational contrel: (1) USASOC,: (2) Alr Force Special Operatiens
Command, Hurlburt Field, Flnrlda, (3] Naval Special Warfare
Command, Coronado, ali!ﬂrnia and (4) Jeint Special Operations
Cmmmand;qurt Bragg.® The Cammandcrs were hot instructed on how
te complete such an assessment, neor in what format to report the

Eﬂl 19?¢.
3
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results, and it was left up to their judgments on how to proceed.
advised that General Downing was caraful to not use

the words (NS -- N i his mcemorandums to the
Commanders, preferring instead to concentrate on the informality

of the matter at issue.

R :iviccd that General Downing requested that the
assesspents be ccapleted by July 1, 1595. ~After coordinating by
telephone with General Downing’s personal staff, d had
*tﬂlefax me a copy of General Downing’s memcrandums
dated Hay 25, 1595, These pemorandums wWere subsequent to the

pass media stories. .

O atline
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