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SUBJECT : (C) THE "AL-TAKFIR W'AL-HIJRA" SOCIETY:

= ITS ORIGINS AND ACTIVITIES IN EGYPT

l.. € - ENTIRE TEXT.
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2. SUMMARY. ONE OF THE ISLAMIC FUNDAMENTALIST ORGANIZA-
TIONS MENTIONED IN CONNECTION WITH SADAT'S OCTOBER 6

ASSASSINATION AND THE SUBSEQUENT VIOLENCE IN ASYUT IS
THE "AL-TAKFIR W'AL-HIJRA" SOCIETY. ORGANIZED OVER TEN
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YEARS AGO BY A FORMER MUSLIM BROTHERHOOD (MB) SUPPORTER,
"PTAKFIR WA HIJRA" APPARENTLY HAS NO DIRECT LINKS TO THE
MB OR ANY OTHER ISLAMIC SOCIETY IN EGYPT, ALTHOUGH IT HAS
BEEN IN TOUCH WITH SOME OF THESE GROUPS OVER THE PAST
SEVERAL MONTHS AND THEIR "MEMBERSHIPS" MAY TO

SOME EXTENT BE INTERLOCKING. IN TERMS OF POLITICAL, SOCIAL
AND ECONOMIC IDEOLOGY, "TAKFIR WA HIJRA" DIFFERS LITTLE
FROM THE MB AND SEVERAL OTHER FUNDAMENTALIST ORGANIZATIONS.
WHAT DISTINGUISHES "TAKFIR WA HIJRA" SUPPORTERS IS

THEIR TOTAL COMMITMENT TO PERSONAL MARTYRDOM FOR THE SAKE
OF "TRUE ISLAM". IN COMMON WITH MOST OTHER ISLAMIC
FUNDAMENTALISTS IN EGYPT, "TAKFIR WA HIJRA" STRONGLY
OPPOSES THOSE FOREIGN FORCES IT CONSIDERS MOST ANTAGONIS-
TIC TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A TRULY ISLAMIC STATE
("CAPITALIST IMPERIALISM", COMMUNISM, AND ZIONISM), BUT IT
HAS NEVER DIRECTED ITS TERRORIST ACTIVITIES AGAINST THESE
TARGETS. IN THE MAIN, ITS PENCHANT FOR TERRORISM HAS
BEEN DIRECTED AGAINST THE EGYPTIAN REGIME ITSELF AND

HAS. INCLUDED ASSASSINATIONS, BOMBINGS AND COUP-PLOTTING.
DESPITE REPEATED GOE FORAYS AGAINST "TAKFIR WA HIJRA"
ADHERENTS OVER THE YEARS, THE ORGANIZATION HAS CONTINUED
TO FLOURISH. THIS HAS BEEN DUE TO THE MOVEMENT'S METHOD
OF RECRUITMENT AND TO THE STRONG CONTROL WHICH IT
EXERCISES OVER ITS MEMBERSHIP. TH ONE STUDY WHICH HAS
BEEN MADE ON THE ORGANIZATION'S MEMBERSHIP DISCLOSED MOST
WERE FROM UPPER EGYPT, BETWEEN THE AGES OF 17 AND 26 WHEN
THEY BECAME FULL MEMBERS, AND WERE UNUSUALLY HIGHLY
MOTIVATED. MORE SURPRISING WAS THE DISCOVERY THAT THE
MEMBERSHIP OF "TAKFIR WA HIJRA" ENCOMPASSED PEOPLE FROM
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ALL ECONOMIC CLASSES, AND THAT MOST MEMBERS CAME FROM
NORMAL, COHESIVE FAMILIES. THE GROUP'S TEACHINGS
EMPHASIZE AND PREPARE MEMBERS FOR MAXIMUM PERSONATL
SACRIFICE, AND IT IS THIS MILITANCY AND THE WILLINGNESS
TO USE VIOLENCE WHICH PROBABLY MAKES "TAKFIR WA HIJRA"

A GREATER THREAT IN THE SHORT-TERM THAN THE MUCH LARGER
(AND MORE AMORPHOUS) "ISLAMIC GROUP" AND OTHER FUNDA-
MENTALIST ORGANIZATIONS WHOSE ACCESS AND

WILLINGNESS TO USE ARMS HAS YET TO BE DEMONSTRATED. END
SUMMARY .

3. INTRODUCTION:

ONE OF THE ISLAMIC FUNDAMENTALIST ORGANIZATIONS MENTIONED
BY BOTH PRESS AND GOE SOURCES IN CONNECTION WITH SADAT'S
OCTOBER 6 ASSASSINATION AND THE SUBSEQUENT VIOLENCE IN
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