Via INTELWIRE.com

B < UNCLASSIFIED E145
CONFIDENTIAL
RELEASED IN FULL

PAGE 01 CAIRO 25240 01 OF 07 2314572
ACTION NEA-11
INFO OCT-01 ADS-00 INR-10 EUR-12 88-15 0IC-02 AF-10

CIAE~-0Q0O0 H-01 IO-15 NSCE-00 NSAE-00 580-00 SY-05

HA-06 L-03 PM~-09 PA-Q1 MCT-02 SSM-03 INRE-00

SSN-02 ICAE-00 SYE-00 FEIE-00 SP-02 SPRS-02 /112 W

—————————————————— 211021 2315592 /41
O 231424Z OCT 81
FM AMEMBASSY CAIRO
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 8278
INFO AMCONSUL ALEXANDRIA
AMEMBASSY ALGIERS
AMEMBASSY AMMAN
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV
AMEMBASSY JIDDA
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT
AMEMBASSY TUNIS
AMEMBASSY LONDON
AMEMBASSY PARIS
AMCONSUL JERUSALEM
USMISSION SINAI
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK
DIA WASHINGTON DC// PRIORITY
USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GE PRIORITY

CONFIDENTTIAL SECTION 01 OF 07 CAIRO 25240
E.0. 12065: GDS 10/21/87 (PRECHT, HENRY) OR-M

TAGS: PINT, PINS, SOCI, EG

SUBJECT : (C) THE "AL-TAKFIR W'AL-HIJRA" SOCIETY:

= ITS ORIGINS AND ACTIVITIES IN EGYPT

l.. € - ENTIRE TEXT.
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2. SUMMARY. ONE OF THE ISLAMIC FUNDAMENTALIST ORGANIZA-
TIONS MENTIONED IN CONNECTION WITH SADAT'S OCTOBER 6

ASSASSINATION AND THE SUBSEQUENT VIOLENCE IN ASYUT IS
THE "AL-TAKFIR W'AL-HIJRA" SOCIETY. ORGANIZED OVER TEN

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE
REVIEW AUTHORITY: SHARON E AHMAD

DATE/CASE ID: 22 JUN 2006 200505106 UNCLASSIFIED




. Via INTELWIRE.com
UNCLASSIFIED

YEARS AGO BY A FORMER MUSLIM BROTHERHOOD (MB) SUPPORTER,
"PTAKFIR WA HIJRA" APPARENTLY HAS NO DIRECT LINKS TO THE
MB OR ANY OTHER ISLAMIC SOCIETY IN EGYPT, ALTHOUGH IT HAS
BEEN IN TOUCH WITH SOME OF THESE GROUPS OVER THE PAST
SEVERAL MONTHS AND THEIR "MEMBERSHIPS" MAY TO

SOME EXTENT BE INTERLOCKING. IN TERMS OF POLITICAL, SOCIAL
AND ECONOMIC IDEOLOGY, "TAKFIR WA HIJRA" DIFFERS LITTLE
FROM THE MB AND SEVERAL OTHER FUNDAMENTALIST ORGANIZATIONS.
WHAT DISTINGUISHES "TAKFIR WA HIJRA" SUPPORTERS IS

THEIR TOTAL COMMITMENT TO PERSONAL MARTYRDOM FOR THE SAKE
OF "TRUE ISLAM". IN COMMON WITH MOST OTHER ISLAMIC
FUNDAMENTALISTS IN EGYPT, "TAKFIR WA HIJRA" STRONGLY
OPPOSES THOSE FOREIGN FORCES IT CONSIDERS MOST ANTAGONIS-
TIC TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A TRULY ISLAMIC STATE
("CAPITALIST IMPERIALISM", COMMUNISM, AND ZIONISM), BUT IT
HAS NEVER DIRECTED ITS TERRORIST ACTIVITIES AGAINST THESE
TARGETS. IN THE MAIN, ITS PENCHANT FOR TERRORISM HAS
BEEN DIRECTED AGAINST THE EGYPTIAN REGIME ITSELF AND

HAS. INCLUDED ASSASSINATIONS, BOMBINGS AND COUP-PLOTTING.
DESPITE REPEATED GOE FORAYS AGAINST "TAKFIR WA HIJRA"
ADHERENTS OVER THE YEARS, THE ORGANIZATION HAS CONTINUED
TO FLOURISH. THIS HAS BEEN DUE TO THE MOVEMENT'S METHOD
OF RECRUITMENT AND TO THE STRONG CONTROL WHICH IT
EXERCISES OVER ITS MEMBERSHIP. TH ONE STUDY WHICH HAS
BEEN MADE ON THE ORGANIZATION'S MEMBERSHIP DISCLOSED MOST
WERE FROM UPPER EGYPT, BETWEEN THE AGES OF 17 AND 26 WHEN
THEY BECAME FULL MEMBERS, AND WERE UNUSUALLY HIGHLY
MOTIVATED. MORE SURPRISING WAS THE DISCOVERY THAT THE
MEMBERSHIP OF "TAKFIR WA HIJRA" ENCOMPASSED PEOPLE FROM
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ALL ECONOMIC CLASSES, AND THAT MOST MEMBERS CAME FROM
NORMAL, COHESIVE FAMILIES. THE GROUP'S TEACHINGS
EMPHASIZE AND PREPARE MEMBERS FOR MAXIMUM PERSONATL
SACRIFICE, AND IT IS THIS MILITANCY AND THE WILLINGNESS
TO USE VIOLENCE WHICH PROBABLY MAKES "TAKFIR WA HIJRA"

A GREATER THREAT IN THE SHORT-TERM THAN THE MUCH LARGER
(AND MORE AMORPHOUS) "ISLAMIC GROUP" AND OTHER FUNDA-
MENTALIST ORGANIZATIONS WHOSE ACCESS AND

WILLINGNESS TO USE ARMS HAS YET TO BE DEMONSTRATED. END
SUMMARY .

3. INTRODUCTION:

ONE OF THE ISLAMIC FUNDAMENTALIST ORGANIZATIONS MENTIONED
BY BOTH PRESS AND GOE SOURCES IN CONNECTION WITH SADAT'S
OCTOBER 6 ASSASSINATION AND THE SUBSEQUENT VIOLENCE IN
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ASYUT IS THE "AL-TAKFIR W'AL-HIJRA" SOCIETY. ALTHOUGH
IT HAS BEEN IN EXISTENCE FOR OVER A DECADE, "TAKFIR WA
HIJRA" (LITERALLY, "ATONEMENT AND HOLY FLIGHT") IS
PRINCIPALLY REMEMBERED FOR ITS JULY 1977 KIDNAPPING AND
MURDER OF A DISTINGUISHED EGYPTIAN RELIGIOUS SCHOLAR AND
FORMER MINISTER. MANY OF THE GROUP'S LEADERS WERE
IMPRISONED AFTER THIS EPISODE, AND SOME WERE EXECUTED.
DURING ITS INVESTIGATION OF THIS INCIDENT, THE GOE WAS
SURPRISED BY THE APPARENT SIZE OF THE ORGANIZATION
(3-5000) AND, AFTERWARDS, MONITORED ITS ACTIVITIES AS
CLOSELY AS POSSIBLE. HOWEVER, SINCE 1977, "TAKFIR WA
HIJRA" HAS CONTINUED TO MAKE INROADS INTO VARIOUS
LEVELS OF EGYPTIAN SOCIETY, AIDED BY A GENERATL REVIVAT
IN ISLAMIC FUNDAMENTALIST SENTIMENT THROUGHOUT THE
COUNTRY AS A WHOLE, A TREND FIRST GIVEN IMPETUS BY

THE ARABH' CRUSHING DEFEAT AT THE HANDS OF ISRAEL IN
1967. UNDERSTANDABLY, THIS DEVELOPMENT, PLUS

"TAKFIR WA HIJRA'S" CONTINUED ADVOCACY OF VIOLENT
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MEANS TO REALIZE ITS GOALS, WORRIED THE REGIME AND WAS
THE MAIN REASON WHY THE GOE FOCUSED ON "TAKFIR WA
HIJRA" AS ONE OF ITS LEADING TARGETS DURING THE
SEPTEMBER 2-3 ROUND-UP OF THE REGIME'S RELIGIOUS AND
SECULAR OPPONENTS. INDEED, OF THE 804 MEMBERS OF
RADICAL MUSLIM SOCIETIES ARRESTED BY GOE AT THAT TIME,
469 WERE DESCRIBED BY SADAT AS MEMBERS OF "TAKFIR WA
CONFIDENTIAL
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HIJRA" (CAIRO 21872). 1IN HINDSIGHT, EVEN THIS TOUGH
POSTURE APPARENTLY WAS NOT TOUGH ENOUGH, AND INTEREST
IN "TAKFIR WA HIJRA" HAS BEEN REKINDLED WITH REPORTS
OF ITS CONTINUED INVOLVEMENT IN VIOLENT ACTIVITIES.
THIS MESSAGE IS INTENDED TO PROVIDE A CLOSER LOOK AT
THE "AL-TAKFIR W'AL-HIJRA" SOCIETY, INCLUDING ITS
RELATIONSHIP TO THE MUSLIM BROTHERHOOD AND OTHER
ISLAMIC FUNDAMENTALIST ORGANIZATIONS, ITS INTELLECTUAL
ROOTS AND PROGRAM, AND ITS PAST ACTIVITIES AND
ORGANIZATION IN EGYPT. THE MATERIAL CONTAINED HEREIN
IS DRAWN FROM RESEARCH INTO ISLAMIC FUNDAMENTALISM
BY EGYPTIAN ACADEMICS, WRITINGS BY "TAKFIR-HIJRA"
| FOUNDER SHUKRI MUSTAFA, PLUS INFORMATION ON THE
| SOCIETY WHICH HAS BEEN PUBLISHED IN THE CAIRO PRESS
AND OTHER PUBLICATIONS SINCE 1875.

4. RELATIONSHIP TO THE MUSLIM BROTHERHOOD AND OTHER
| ISLAMIC SOCIETIES:
| THE DEPARTURE POINT FOR ANY EXAMINATION OF THE ISLAMIC
FUNDAMENTALIST MOVEMENT IN EGYPT IS USUALLY THE MUSLIM
BROTHERHOOD (MB). FOUNDED IN EGYPT IN THE 1930S BY
SHAYKH HASAN AL-BANNA, THE ME DURING ITS HEYDAY AS THE
MOST FANATIC AND INFLUENTIAL ISLAMIC ORGANIZATION IN
| THE ARAB WORLD AND SERVED AS THE MODEL FOR SEVERAL
EQUALLY FANATICAL ISLAMIC SOCIETIES IN EGYPT AND
ELSEWHERE. "TAKFIR WA HIJRA" IS ONE OF THESE LATTER
ORGANIZATIONS. FROM INFORMATION WE HAVE BEEN ABLE TO
GATHER, IT APPEARS TO HAVE NO DIRECT LINK TO THE MR
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OR ANY OTHER ISLAMIC SOCIETY, IN CONTRAST TO THE
MUCH LARGER "ISLAMIC GROUP" WHICH THE LATE PRESIDENT
SADAT CHARACTERIZED IN SEPTEMBER AS THE NEW "SECRET
ARM" OF THE ME. (COMMENT: SADAT WAS THE FIRST GOE
OFFICIAL TO DESCRIBE THE "ISLAMIC GROUP" IN THESE
CONFIDENTIAL
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TERMS. PRIOR TO HIS SEPTEMBER COMMENTS, THE "ISLAMIC
GROUP" WAS REGARDED MORE OR LESS AS A LOOSELY-ORGANIZED
UMBRELLA ORGANIZATION FOR A CONSIDERABLE NUMBER OF
LARGELY FUNDAMENTALIST SOCIETIES, MOST OF WHICH WERE
ACTIVE PRINCIPALLY ON UNIVERSITY CAMPUSES. ALTHOUGH
INDIVIDUAL LEADERS OF SOME OF THE LARGER SOCIETIES
WERE IDENTIFIABLE, THERE WAS LITTLE INFORMATION
AVAILABLE INDICATING A HIERARCHICAL STRUCTURE FOR THE
"ISLAMIC GROUP" PER SE. SOME OF THE GROUP'S COMPONENT
SOCIETIES WERE BELIEVED TO HAVE CLOSE LINKS TO THE MEBE,
BUT THERE SEEMED TO BE A MARKED DIFFERENCE AMONG THE
ISLAMIC SOCIETIES AS A WHOLE AS TO THE DEGREE OF THEIR
"ACTIVISM" AND THEIR INCLINATION TO CONFRONT THE GOE
ON VARIOUS POLITICAL MATTERS. SINCE THE SEPTEMBER
CRACKDOWN, THE REGIME HAS RELEASED FURTHER INFORMATION
ON THE "ISLAMIC GROUP" WHICH POINTS TO SOME KIND OF
CENTRALIZED COMMAND. FOR EXAMPLE, A 26 YEAR OLD
DOCTOR, HILMI AL-JAZZAR, HAS BEEN IDENTIFIED AS THE
OVERALL COMMANDER ("AMIR OF THE AMIRS") OF VARIOUS
ISLAMIC SOCIETIES WHICH COMPRISE THE "ISLAMIC GROUP"--
AN INDICATION THAT IT POSSESSES AT LEAST SOME DEGREE
OF COHESION OR ORGANIZATION, AND VERY LIKELY SOME
MECHANISM FOR PROMOTING COORDINATION AMONG

ITS VARIOUS CONSTITUENT SOCIETIES. END COMMENT.)

5. THIS SAID, "TAKFIR WA HIJRA" IS BEST DEFINED AS

A DIRECT OUTGROWTH OF THE MB, AND THE ORGANIZATION'S
FOUNDER, SHUKRI AHMAD MUSTAFA, WAS ORIGINALLY AN

MB MEMBER.

ARRESTED ALONG WITH MANY OF HIS COLLEAGUES IN NASIR'S
1965 CLAMPDOWN ON THE BROTHERHOOD, SHUKRI REPORTEDLY
BECAME DISILLUSIONED AS A RESULT OF SEEING HIS FELLOW
MB MEMBERR BREAKING DOWN UNDER TORTURE AND RESORTING TO

CONFIDENTIAL
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PETTY SQUABBLING AMONG THEMSELVES WHILE IN CONFINEMENT.
IF ANYTHING, SHUKRI'S PRISON EXPERIENCE MADE HIM AN EVEN
MORE MILITANT BELIEVER IN THE MB'S TEACHINGS AND RADICAL
VISION OF HISTDRY. CONSIDERING MOST OF HIS FELLOW
BROTHERHOOD MEMBERS TO HAVE LOST THEIR ENTHUSIASM AND
THEIR MILITANCY, SHUKRI LOCATED LIKE-MINDED "TRUE
BELIEVERS" AMONG HIS FELLOW PRISONERS AND FOUNDED THE
CONFIDENTIAL
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FIRST CELL OF HIS NASCENT ORGANIZATION WHILE HE WAS STILL

IN JAIL. UPON GAINING HIS FREEDOM IN 1971 UNDER SADAT'S
GENERAL AMNESTY FOR POLITICAL AND RELIGIQUS DETAINEES,
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SHUKRI BEGAN TO PROSELYTIZE AND ORGANIZE. HE SOON
RECRUITED SEVERAL HUNDRED MEN AND WOMEN INTO WHAT WAS
AT FIRST CALLED THE "JAMA'AT AL-MUSLIMIN" OR "MUSLIM
GROUP". THE EGYPTIAN PRESS, HOWEVER, DUBBED SHUKRI'S
GROUP "TAKFIR WA HIJRA", A NAME WHICH IT SUBSEQUENTLY
ADOPTED.

6. IN ITS POLITICAL, SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC ORIENTATION,
SHUKRI'S GROUP DIFFERED LITTLE FROM THE MB OR THE ISLAMIC
FUNDAMENTALIST ORGANIZATIONS WHICH CAME TO COMPRISE

THE "ISLAMIC GROUP". WHAT DISTINGUISHED "TAKFIR WA
HIJRA" SUPPORTERS WAS THEIR TOTAL AND ALMOST EXCLUSIVE
COMMITMENT TO PERSONAL MARTYRDOM FOR THE SAKE OF "TRUE
ISLAM", A COMMITMENT MATCHED BY ONLY ONE OTHER ORGANIZA-
TION IN THE 1970'S--"SHIBAB MUHAMMAD" (MUHAMMAD'S YOUTH) ,
WHICH LAUNCHED AN ABORTIVE COUP D'ETAT AGAINST SADAT IN
THE APRIL 1974 TECHNICAL MILITARY ACADEMY INCIDENT.

(FYI: SOME RECENT PRESS REPORTS HAVE INCORRECTLY LINKED
"TAKFIR WA HIJRA" WITH BOTH THIS INCIDENT AND "SHIBAB
MUHAMMAD" ; WHILE BOTH ORGANIZATIONS SHARE SIMILAR
INTELLECTUAL ORIGINS AND OUTLOOK, THERE IS NO EVIDENCE
OF THEIR HAVING COLLABORATED TO ANY GREAT DEGREE. WHILE
"TAKFIR WA HIJRA" CONTINUED TO FLOURISH AFTER ITS

1977 RUN-IN WITH THE GOE, "SHIBAB MUHAMMAD" HAS NOT

BEEN PARTICULARLY ACTIVE SINCE 1974. END FYI).

7. IN RECENT YEARS, "TAKFIR WA HIJRA" HAS DROPPED SOME
OF ITS ALOOFNESS, EVINCING A TENDENCY TOWARD INCREASED
CONTACTS, AND PROBABLY HEIGHTENED INTERACTION,

WITH THE "ISLAMIC GROUP" AND OTHER FUNDAMENTALIST
CONFIDENTIAL
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SOCIETIES. FOR ITS PART, GOE CLEARLY BELIEVES "TAKFIR
WA HIJRA" DID MORE THAN CONFINE SUCH INTERACTION TO
WORDS. ALTHOUGH NO DETAILS HAVE BEEN PUBLISHED, THE
MINISTRY OF INTERIOR HAS ACCUSED BOTH "TAKFIR WA HIJRA"
AND THE "ISLAMIC GROUP" (AMONG OTHERS) OF PLANNING AND
CARRYING OUT THE OCT. 8-12 VIOLENCE AT ASYUT.

8. IN ESSENCE, "TAKFIR WA HIJRA" AS AN EXCLUSIVIST
ISLAMIC PROTEST MOVEMENT FINDS CONSIDERABLE IDENTIFICA-
TION WITH THE 7TH CENTURY "KHARIJITE" MOVEMENT. THE
LATTER PROVIDED THE FIRST SERIOUS CHALLENGE TO MAINSTREAM
SUNNI BELIEFS AND OPPOSED THE KHALIF ALI (AND HIS
SUCCESSORS) AS UN-ISLAMIC TYRANTS AND ADVOCATED THEIR
VIOLENT OVERTHROW. 1IN SUBSEQUENT CENTURIES, KHARIJITE
BELIEFS WERE COMPILED, SYNTHESIZED, AND EXPANDED UPON BY
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NUMEROUS ISLAMIC SCHOLARS AND REFORMERS. THEY INFLUENCED
SUCH FORMIDABLE THINKERS AS IBN TAYMIYA (14TH CENTURY) ,
MUHAMMAD IBN ABD AL-WAHHABR (18TH CENTURY) AND JAMAL AL-
DIN AL-AFGHANI (19TH CENTURY) , AMONG OTHERS. 1IN TURN,
THE WRITINGS OF THESE THINKERS HAVE HAD STRONG IMPACT
ON THE LEADERS OF "TAKFIR WA HIJRA". ALONG WITH THE
WRITINGS OF MB FOUNDER, HASAN AL-BANNA, AND SAYYID

QUTB (ESPECIALLY HIS "LANDMARKS ALONG THE ROAD" WHICH
ADVOCATES THE VIOLENT OVERTHROW OF REGIMES NOT APPLYING
ISLAMIC LAW), THEY CONSTITUTE MUCH OF THE INTELLECTUAL
UNDERPINNINGS FOR "TAKFIR WA HIJRA'S" POLITICAL,SOCIAL,
AND ECDNOMIC PROGRAM. 1IN CONTRAST, THE WORK OF MUHAMMAD
ARDUH AND OTHER "MODERNISTS" WHO ADVOCATED A MILDER AND
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MORE SECULARIST APPROACH TO REVITALIZING
ISLAM, HAVE HAD LITTLE INFLUENCE. (THE SAME IS TRUE FOR
OTHER FUNDAMENTALIST ORGANIZATIONS.)

9. 1IN BROAD FORM, "TAKFIR WA HIJRA" ADVOCATES THE
ESTABLISHMENT (BY VIOLENT MEANS IF NECESSARY) OF AN
IDEALIZED ISLAMIC SOCIETY, NOT ONLY IN EGYPT BUT IN THE
CONFIDENTIAL
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MUSLIM WORLD GENERALLY. THE CURRENT REGIME IN EGYPT

(AS IN MOST ISLAMIC COUNTRIES) IS CONSIDERED A CORRUPT
ABERRATION FROM THE IDEAL ISLAMIC COMMUNITY (THE "UMMA'")
DESCRIBED IN THE QUR'AN. THE "ULAMA", OR MUSLIM CLERI-
CAL ESTABLISHMENT IN EGYPT IS SHARPLY CRITICIZED FOR
BEING, AT BEST, STATE EMPLOYEES AND BUREAUCRATS OR, MORE
COMMONLY , DANGEROUS HYPOCRITES AND OPPORTUNISTS WHO
OBSTRUCT THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A TRUE ISLAMIC SOCIETY

IN EGYPT.

10. NOT SURPRISINGLY, "TAKFIR WA HIJRA'S"

PRESCRIPTION FOR REORDERING EGYPTIAN SOCIETY CONTAINS
LITTLE IN THE WAY OF PRACTICAL DETAIL, ALTHOUGH THERE

ARE SOME GENERAL SIMILARITIES TO THE STATED (BUT NOT
PRACTICED) GOALS OF THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC IN IRAN. POLI-
TICALLY, THE STATE WOULD BE HEADED BY A LEADER (OR "AMIR")
WHO WOULD BE SELECTED BY THE MUSLIM FAITHFUL. THIS
LEADER ("COMMANDER OF THE FAITHFUL") WOULD BE EXPECTED

TO BE PIOUS, JUST AND TO ABIDE BY THE "SHARI'A" (ISLAMIC
LAW). 1IN THE EVENT HE TRANSGRESSED THE "SHARI'A", HE
COULD BE REPLACED. IN ADDITION, A "SHURA" (CONSULTATIVE)
COUNCIL WOULD BE ESTABLISHED. THIS COUNCIL WOULD HAVE NO
LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY IN MATTERS COVERED BY THE "SHARI'A",
BUT IT WOULD CHOOSE AMONG ALTERNATIVE INTERPRETATIONS ON
MATTERS APPEARING IN THE "SHARI'A". IT WOULD ALSO HAVE
AUTHORITY TO LEGISLATE ON MATTERS THAT ARE NOT DEALT WITH
DIRECTLY IN ISLAMIC LAW. MOREOVER, IT WOULD BE THE
COUNCIL'S RESPONSIBILITY TO MONITOR THE BEHAVIOR OF THE
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