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The Tpde of

The

Souereigt Order of Saint John

of Jerusalem

From Antiquity

Confirmed and promulgated by the Hereditary Knights of
the Sovereign Order of Saint John of Jerusalem, sitting as
the Regency of the Order on December 25, 1986, the
Nativity of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, to whose
service our noble Order is dedicated.

CODE

Thou shalt obey the Commandments of Almighty God.

Thou shalt believe the teachings of the Hely Church and obey all
her admonitions.

Thou shalt defend the Church, .
Thou shalt love the Country of thy birth.

Thou shalt be forever faithful to our holy Order and thy Brothers
in Saint John.

Thou shalt never quit the struggle or surrender to the enemy.

Thou shalt lead an unceasing and uncompromising war against
the infide] and every ungodly force.

Thou shalt not lie, and thou shalt stay ever true to thy word.
Thou shalt be generous and charitable,

Thou shalt show regard for our weaker kinsmen and dcf‘
them.

Theu shalt always and in all places be a champion of good and
justice against evil and iniquicy.

Thou shalt do all in thy power to preserve the Faith and build a

k<

Christian Civilization.
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Souereign Order of Saint Johu of Jerusalem

Also Known In Atiquity As The Hospitalers of Jerusalem,
Knight Haspitalers, Knights of Saint John, The Religion, The Savercign Order,
Knights of The Crusades, Knights of Cyprus, Knights of Rhodes, Order of Malta, Knights of Malta

The following is a short parrative of the
origin, nature, historical continuity, validi-
ty, purpose, recognition, authority and
privileges of the Order of Saint John, as well
as the requirements for membership in this
noble, sovereign, holy Order.

This distinguished religious-military
order, the most famous and revered order of
knighthood in all of history, continues in
existence nine and one-hall centuries after its
establishiment in the iloly Land during the time
of the Crusades. Many believe the Order and
its mission to be prophetic, and that its
efforts in the future may well be as important
as the vital role it played in prior cen-
turies.

It is impossible to compress inore than 900
years of glorious history inte a few written
pages. Nevertheless, it is our hope that this
short history will be sufficient to astound and
inspire you, rekindle your ideals, animale your
faith and spicituality, and perhaps motivate
you to assist the Sovereign Order in the urgent
and necessary work of rebuilding a Christian
Sociely in this profane, impious and decadent
age.

KNIGHTHOOD and CHIVALRY

Some skeptics ight believe that the Order
of Saint John is something from a forgotien
age, an anomaly, a fantasy which, aleng with
knighthood itself, is the basis of bedtime
stories. To such a charge we reply, never! As
long as there are dreans to be dreamed, noble
causes o Dbe espoused, wrongs to be righted,
women and children to be protectled, the sick
and tiwe lane to be aided, honor and dignity to
be upheld, and a just and righteous God to
serve -- knighthood and chivalry shall live!

fvery nation, and every age, has a need and
a longing for the true knight: lle is a servant
of Christ and the needy. |lle is an apostle of
good deeds. His is a life of duties to be
performed, ideals to be upheld, injustices to
he rectified, His demmeanor is one of chivalry
and culture, His voice speaks for fairness and
justice., {le is an example of strength and
courage. DBlest is the nation that can boast of

such a man. Happy are those who appreciate and
emulate his virtues.

To place this short hislory in perspective,
let us quate the opening remnatks of Colonel
Thourot Pichel, in his anthoritative "History
ol the llereditary Government of the Sovereign
Order of Saint Joln of Jerusalem™

"More wonderful than the most remarkable
fiction; more truthlul and better founded than
the accepted history of nine-tenths of the
countries of the world; more touching in pathos
and more inspiring in spirit than the most
thrilling tales of the Isgendary days ol
chivalry, is the narrative of Jerusalem,
Cyprus, Rhodes, malta, and the valorous Kaights
who once delended these bastions of Christen-
domn, and who as a religious and military Order
of Knighthood have came down (o our day in well
authenticated and unbroken succession,

"Probably this old world ol ours has never,
since the first century of Christianity, looked
upant more heroic deeds than those which stand
accredited to the men whose story, as told
here, merely scratches the surface ol their
glorious history."

THE HOLY ORDER FOUNDED

The Sovereign Qrder ol 3aint John of
Jerusalem was {ounded in 1048 A.D. by a group
of devout Catholic laymen (ron Amalli, [taly,
The Order's initial purpose was the care of the
woninds and illnesses of pions Christians making
pilgiimages to Jerusalemn and the loly [Land.
Indecd, the [lirst institution of the Order
was the Hospital ol Saint John the Baptist,
located near the Holy Sepulchre of Our Lord
Jesus Christ: and the Order has fron its
beginnings proudly horne the title of "Guardian
of the Poor of Jesus Christ.,"  The Order, whose
members take formal vows of dedication to the
service ol our Divine Saviour, was named in
honor ol its patron Saint, John the Baptist,
who likewise prepared the way f{or Christ and
served [lim faithfully, even unto death.

(ver the centuries, the Monks and Sisters
of 1his holy Order af the Hospital pgenerally
followed the monastic rule ol St. Augustine.
(This has occasionally, and erroncously, led to
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a convent, hospital ar saint of the Order being
historically referred o as Augustinian.)

PAPAL RECOGNITION and SOVEREIGNTY

Under the inspiration and guidance of
Biessed Peter Gerard (1087-1118) and Dlessed
Raymond du Puis (1113-1160), the {irst Masters
of the |lospital, the Order grew and flourish-
ed. Consequently, this Order of Hospitalers
was formally raised to the rank of a monastic
order in 1098 A.D. Shortly therealler, Baldwin
I, King of Jerusalem, recognized and confirined
the Brothers ol the (ospital as an internation-
al corporation in 1104, The Order was soon
advanced (o the slatus of an exempt religious
urder when Pope Pascal Il personally sanctioned
the Order's nature and purpose, and established
its pre-eminence hy his Papal Bull of March 13,
1113, In this proclamation he granted the
Order special privileges, and [urther declared
that the Order "shall now be placed, and shall
forever renain, under the protectinn of the
Apostolic See, and wnder that of the blessed
apostle Peter."

By 1121, the Order of Saint
already functlioning as 2a
order of knighthood. Further recopnition was
bestowed on this now venerable and renowned
Order by the Papal Bulls ol Pope Innecent 1l in
1130, and Pope Anastasius IV in 1154 -- which
proclanations confirmed and extended the unique
rights and privileges of the holy Order,
Subsequently, in 1191 A.D., having reached a
position of great respect and admiration
throughout the known world, the Sovereign Order
of Saint John of Jerusalem was recognized as a
sovereign power by King Richard | of England
("Richard the Lion-llearted" leader of the
Third Crusade). Similar recognition by the
other monarchs of Lhe principal nations of
Europe, North Alrica and the Middle [ast
quickly followed.

Following its formal recognition, and
particularly due to its charilable service to
all of Christendom, the Order quickly becane so
loved and respected that gilts and properties
flowed 1o it in great number. Thus, by the
year 1200, as recorded by the Bishiop of Acre,
"It possessed principalities, cities, towns and
villages, both in Asia and Europe; and enumer-
ated within the bounds ol Christendom no less
than nineteen thousand manors,"

The Order ol Saint John becane, and remains
to this day, a great and noble order of knight-
hood. It is one of the three magnilicent mili-
tary-religious orders which gained lasting
worldwide renown and respect for their achieve-
ments in the Age of the Crusades, when they

John  was
military-religious

i

[ 4
olten joined forces, and always fought with
great valor, in the defense of Christendom.
(1) The Teutonic Knights, founded in the
ltoly Land in 1190, returned to Northeast Europe

after the fall of Acre in 1291, where they
continued their delense ol Christendom. Their
devastating defeat at Tannenberg in 1410

hastened the demise of this splendid Order.

(2) The Knights Templars were suppressed in
1312, and their properties given to the Order
ol Saint John, at which tine many of the
Templars joined the O.S.1.

(3) lowever, remarkably and uniquely, the
Order of Saint John continued to grow in
influence, prestige, power and respect in the
several centuries which followed, The Sove-
reign Order of Saint John of Jerusalem is the

only legitimate Order of Knighthood still
extant, whirh can trace its origin, with
historical continuity, to that legendary
period.

GLORIOUS HISTORY

The history of our Qrder is profound and
glorious. [t is famous and revered for the
countless works of mercy and charity always
perlormed by its members; [or the establishment
and operation of the world's [inest hospitals;
for the great sacrificial devotion of this
religious order and its loyal defense of the
Christian Faith; and lor its astonishing
military exploits over several centuries,
during which time it successfully defended
Europe from the terror, encroachments and oflen
massive invasions of various Islanic Empires.
Without question, the Order of Saint Jolin
played the major role, for more than 500 years,
in the preservation of Christendom and Western
Civilization.

UNIQUE CHARACTER

no organizalion in existence
today, and, indeed, none in all of history,
comparable to the Order of Saint John. [t is
an order of knighthood, an ancient military

There s

order of chivalry, a nable and aristocratic
class, a charitahle and hospilaler organi-
zation, an exempt religious order of the

Catholic Church, an hereditary association of
men and women under Godly vows, a Christian
state (such as France or Spain in the Middle
Ages) and a republic (the oldest republic now
in existence) in which the knights elect a
Pritice Grand Masler [rom among their most dis-
tinguished brother knights. He thus becoines
primus inter pares (the first among equals) and
the supreme head of the Order - a position he

normally hold‘ur life.
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HISTORICAL CONTINUITY

The Order has been known by various names
over the centuries -- Hospitalers of Jerusalemn,
Knight laospitalers of Jerusalem, Order of the
Hospital, Knights ol Saint John, Knights of
Jerusalem, Knights of the Crusades, Knights of
Cyprus, Knights of Rhodes, Knights of Malta,
and Order of Malta, These nanes often reflect-
ed the site of their homeland at various
periods in the Order's glorious history:
Jerusalem [048-1291, Cyprus 1291-1310, Rhorles
1310-1523, Malta 1530-1798, Russia [798-1908,
and the U.S.A. 1908 to present. Knights of the
Order were called "A princely race", "Lions on
the field of batile and lanbs at the foot of
the Cross", and other titles of respect. The
Order itself was most coften called simply "The
Religion" because of its incomparable devotion
to Jesus Christ and Christianity.

SPECIAL RELIGICXS PRIVILEGES

in recognition of its great devotion, and
in deep gratitude for its valiant achievements,
the Church and the nations of Europe continued
to grant the Ocder numerous rights, privileges
and prerogatives, These special immunities,
unique grants and sacred rights were formally
set forth in concordats with the Vatican, in
several Papal Bulls, by the proclamations and
recognition of more than 60 Popes, and in
treaties with the Sovereigns ol Europe. Among
the rights given and recognized by the Papacy
over several centuries were: The right of the
Order to have its own churches, chapels,
oratories, schools and cemeleries; to have
its own convents, monasteries and seminaries;
to choose and educate its own brothers and
sisters; to select and/or ordain its own
priests; to have consecrated its own bishops;
to remnain free from interdiction and general
excommunication; and to be exempt from the
jurisdiction of all ordinaries, extraordi-
naries, cardinals and ecclesiastical courts.

It should be noted that at historic
meetings at the Vatican, called and presided
over by the Pope, at which the Prince Grand
Master of the Order was in attendance, the Pope
provided for the seating of lhe Prince Grand
Master one elevation higher than the Cardinals,
signilying his unique position of being above
and independent of the hierarchy, and subject,
in matters of religion, aonly to the Holy
Pontiff himsell. Consequently, the later Grand
Masters of the Order usually declined the
Cardinal's llat, because il was deemnd to be a
lower position, as history specilically records
was done by the two greatest Grand Masters ol
the Order -- L'lsle Adan and Valette.

1

A PRINCELY RACE

For centuries the Knights of Saint
were the most capable slalesinen, governors,
administrators, engincers and huilders in
Christendomn.  They were [requently called upon
to manage estates and resolve territorial
prohlems and disputes. Peaple traveled from
throughout all of Europe and Asia Minor to be
trealed al the magnilicent lHospital of the
Knights. The military academy of the Order,
the Corps de Pages, was universally acknowledg-
ed to be the linest in the world., In the early
centiries of its existence, the Order of Saint
John was primarily a land force occupying
walled cities and fortresses in the floly Land
and Asia Minor, from whi- b these invincible
knights in armor, on magunificent battle horses,

Jolmn

sallied farth to ipect the enemy in mortal
combat.  Alter the fall of lhe Order's great
island state of Rhodes in 1523, the Knights

further developed and expanded their already
excellent {leet of warships, becoming primarily
a maritime power, whose rapabilities and
exploits were honored and respected world-wide,
and feared by all encinies of Christendom. This
remarkable navy of the O.S.1. becane a school
from which the nations of Europe olten drew
their captains and admirals. Indeed, the
bnperial Russian Navy was 1corganized by the
Knights of Malta at the request of Empress
Cathierine 11 (Catherine thee Great, mother of
Paul | who would later pieserve the Order).
Without question, these piaus "fighting monks"
of the Sovereign Order were the most brilliant,
courageous and valiant warriors on land and sea
that the warld oo ever konowi,

History ciearly attests o the fact thal no
wiser, more noble, nore just, more heroic men
ever lived than the great Grand Masters and
Knight Cominanders ol the (nder ol Saint John,
such as Philip Villiers de L'Isle Adan (1521-
[534), John de la Valette (15%7-1368), Peter
d'Aubusson (1476-1503), and Eamanuel de Rohan
(1775-1797) the 42nd, 47th, 38th, and &3Lh
Grand Masters respectively; to name only four
of the Grand Masters and thousands of other
mapnificent men who, as Brothers of The
Religion, flaithfully and fearlessly served the
canse of Christ and Christendom,

In acdition to those valiant yet pious men
undrr vows, who daily lived, prayed, lought and
died exclusively in the Order, numerous out-
standing members of the Order of Malta have
risen lo high and eminent positions in the
Chuich, in government and in military command.
Among those distinguished Knights can be
counted: Pope Clement Vil (1523-1534) and Pope
Innocent X][&‘:‘Bl-!?()(l); numerous Cardinals,
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including Peter d'Aubusson, the 33th Grand
Master of the Order (1476-1503) and Hugues
Loubens de Verdalle, the 50th Grand Master

{1581-1595) who accepted the recognition while
remaining the head of the Order; several
canonized saints such as Saint Sir Thomas More
who was the Lord Chancellor of England, as well
as other English Knights of the Order who were
martyred, under the reigns of llenry VI and
Elizabeth 1, for refusing to abandon the Church
and deny the Papacy, e.g. Saints Sic Adrian
Fortesque, Sir Thomas Dingley, Sir Marmaduke
Bowes, Sir David Gonson, and numerous athers
who died in the dungeons, or under torture, or
by beheading -- all the while proclaiming their
loyalty to Jesus Christ and upholding the heonor
of The Religion; Saint Tuliana de Cornillon to
whom our Lord made known lis desire for the
Feast of Corpus Christi (the [lirst Olfice ol
that renowned solemnity was then written by a
Drother John of the Order); Saint Ubaldesca,
Saint Toscana, Saint Fiora and Saint llugh of
Genoa; the Congquistadors Juan Ponce de Leon,
lHlernando Cortes, Francisco Coronado and
llernendo de Soto; Sanuel de Chamnplain, founder
ol Quebec and Governor ol New IFrance; Admiral

Count de Grasse and General Count Rochamnbeau

{wlio led the French forces in alliance with
George Washington in the victory at Yorktown);
the French Navy hero, Captain Fra. Pierre
Andre' de Suffren, who made himself a terror to
the entire Nritish Navy during the American War
ol Independence, and many others [amous in
history.

Of the Order of Saint John, Pope Leo X1}
wrole in [879, "No anc can be ignorant of the
fact that, among the illustrious orders of
Knights, that which tod¢ the name of the
Hospital of Saint John the Baptist ol Jerusalem
existed and prospered in the first rank,
whether it be considered from the point of view
of the antiguity of its origin, or the nobility
of its members, or the distinguished services
it rendered the Church, or the glory of its
accomplishments, and its trivmphs over our
common encmies,"

Pope Alexander 1V (125%-1261), a distin-
guished Pontill who, history records, ruled the
spiritual aflairs ol the Churchi with dignity
and prudence, probably best described the
Knights of Saint John when he called them "The
elect people of God, a princely race, an
carnest body of righteous men."

UNEQUALED DEVOTION and COURAGE
The well known author and historian, Father
James F. Wathen, O.5.]., in one of his excel-

lent treatises on the Sovereigr‘rder, writes:

wff =

"Of all the states of Lurope, none had a more
perlect record of abiding and emulable solici-
tude for Christendom. The Order was always
foremast in the delense af other Christian
states when they were pressed by the Mohanmedan
infidel, There was hardly a crusade, scarcely
an engagement with [slam, in which the flag of
the Eight-Pointed Cross was not in the van-
guard,*

[t is essential that the world never erase
from its memory those thousands of glacious
martyrs of the Order of Saint John who died,
often against hopeless odds, often in little-
known and less remembered places, sent by the
Grand Master, or the Pope himsell, to [ight the
common Moslem enemy and stop the advancing tide
of Islam -~ time and again delending and saving
Christendom, while Christian monarchs many
times were [ighling among themselves.

Although the total number of Knights in the
Order at any one time probably never numbered
above 1,500, the achievements of the Order, and
the valor and heroism of its Knights, almost
defy description, The Knights of Saint Joln
controlled the Mediterranean Sea wilh their
great Galleys, fought heroic land battles in
the lloly Land and throughout the Middle East
and Africa, and, though olten out-numbered
as much 2s 20 to |, achivved victory afller
victory. For several centuries the Sovereign
Order almost single-handedly assured the
security of Europe and the preservation of
Christendom. All of this was achieved with
a few thousand men at arms and only a few
hundred Knights, many of whon were not even
engaged in those great and decisive battles but
were administrating the Order's praoperties and
institutions throughout Furope. Certainly, the
hand of Almighty God was directly and miracu-
lously upon the Order of Saint John many tines
in its glorious history.

DECEPTION, NOT DEFEAT

In 1798, the Sovereign Order suflered its
worst tragedy -- the fall of Malta to Na-
poleon. This was a disaster of Lhe greatest
magnitude, and a humiliation for the Order, for
it cane not because ol deleat in battle, but
through deception and intrigne,

Against the advice of his counsel, the
elderly and incompetent Crand Masler von
Hompesch permitted Napoleon to invoke the
Order's humanitarian policy of permitting any
ship to peacefully enter the Order's ports to
take on water and provisions. The Emperor,
enroute to invade Egypt, simply entered the
greal harbor of Valetta on May 6, 1798 with the

entire French .y, and his Army aboard. As
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